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Project
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inhabitants led 10 the discovery of mew archacological sies”. In addision,
compicte pottery bowis from twe sites (ROSE 33, ROSE 55) found by ihe
citizens have been handed over 1o the tcam (plate §)

The region in general is comsidered 1o be poor savannah, with dark clay soll, and
of May 1o the end of October). The Mora in the arca consists of long bushes and
big trees such as Acacia and (Talih, Tabalds, Higleag, and Harar)

Previously a very limited archacological work was dene in the area of the Blue
Nile region in general. In fact. the only swchacological research was a
documeniary work done by NCAM in 1997, 2001, and 2008 in Ed Dindir Town
and inssde the Dindir Natsonal Park.

The field work has covered a distance of about 1 10 km along the castern bank of
the dam lake. The survey has presemted wnexpectedly rich archacological
potential in the region. In total of 55 archacological sites have been discovered
and documented by description, photographic record, and a collection of surfice
M.Thﬁnwh‘ﬂh(uﬂtj)dmhmdhw:n

pits in 14 sites 1o conduct partial and full excavatioss im 41 sites (zable 4)
Mhm&ﬁn-u-—u-hwh—-

Nibe region in general. However, the prehistoric sites show simuilarities in nadure
and in the observable surface materials. About 13 prelstoric sites most probably
together with the disribution of the stone wols and grinder fragments on the
surounding surface. A number of the sins have yiekhiod Neoluhic potshonds

decorated with lines and dotied lines motifs. Sites (ROS E 5) . (ROS E 15) ase
examples of habitation sites dating 10 the prehistoric period (Plae 9, 10, 10, 12,
13 )

in 1821 hhculuenabmdmh-hmhgb“nlhbad
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are remains of

ru-aumhmmummmmn.
)

The burials are common feanwes of some recorded sites. A total of 20 burial
sites vary from big cometerics comtaining more than 100 1ombs 1o an isolsted
wmb on high arca were found. The criteria usod for preliminay dating of the
1ombs were based on the shape and the onemation of the superstructures. The
oval shaped tombs covered by stones frame and with while pebbles in the
middic and oriemted W, arc the most frequent type along the area south of
Kirma. There are S sites of this type have been found and dated 10 the medicval
periad (ROS E 26, 32, 34, 44, 52) (Plaze 21, 22)

Some of the burial sites have been found based on the information from the
locals and those are known as belonging 1o the Anag or the Fung who occupied
the area during the pee and the carly Islamic periods. The 1ombs of this 1ype
have rounded shaped siome mound The surface materials arc
scaniered decorated potsherds like in (ROS E 18) (Plate 23)
Site (ROS E 20) which is the biggest example of this type, consists of probably

more than 100 1ombs. The surface of the site was covered with poisherds and
broken grinding stone (Platse 220

Among the discovered burial sitcs there are unidentificd cases, for instance sils
(ROS E $0), onc of the biggest sites consisting of group of tombs covered by
rounded stone mound found on 1op of area of high earth mounds on the lefl bank
of Khor Al Gana (Plate 25). On the surface gf the site was a scanter of decorated
poisherds (Plate 26). Inside the same village there is a cemetery situsted on the
middle of the village crossed by the car road The tombs superstructures have
been eroded but there sre traces showing the intact part of the site (Plase 27}
During the survey we considered the arca north 10 the dam as endangered by the
construction activities. One site has been regisiered inside the village of Ganees
-aﬁﬁ-dhp-a-d.-ﬁch_bemwdwfw-ﬁ‘hﬁ:bh
mmmdﬂ-smo(mbmmndmd

carry ot archacological excavations in selected site in table 5.
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