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Introduction

For many seasons (1996-2015), I worked side by side at the site of
Jebel Barkal with my good friend and colleague Dr. Al-Hassan Ahmed
Mohamed as Co-Director of the archacological excavations. Our project
was conducted under the authority of the Sudan’s National Corporation
for Antiquities and Museums. I was thus so pleased when this year Dr.
Hassan asked me to contribute an introduction to this book, which is the
first of his planned volumes that will provide Arabic translations of the
important royal stelac of the kings of Kush, which were found at Jebel
Barkal. These translations of the texts into Arabic are the first of their
kind, and at last make these most important inscriptions available to a
wide Arabic-speaking audience, especially to Sudanese students and
others with an interest in the ancient history of their country.

The present volume offers translations of two famous monuments:
the so-called Triumphal Stele of King Piankhy (now in the Cairo
Museum) and the Stele of King Aspelta honoring Prince Khaliut (now in
the Sudan National Museum, Khartoum).

The first and largest of these texts is universally acknowledged to
be one of the most important documents in the history of the Nile Valley.
It is written on a huge granite stele, 1.84 m high x 1.8 m wide x .43 m
thick, and 2300 kg (5070 1bs) in weight. It was found at Jebel Barkal in
1862 by an official (whose name sadly has been lost) of the Turkish
Government (which then controlled the Sudan). This official, who was
sent to the site for some days, was wandering about among the temple
ruins when he was shown by the local people the top of this great stele
and those of four others, just visible above the level of the sand inside the
court of the great temple of Amun. He then ordered all the stelae dug out,
copied some of the text of the Piankhy stele, and sent his drawings to
Cairo, where their importance was at once recognized. The authorities in
Cairo immediately sent orders to have the five stelae placed on a raft and
sent down to Cairo, where they arrived in 1864. When the text was
translated, it created a sensation. It provided a detailed account of an
armed incursion into Egypt and the receipt of the kingship of the entire
Nile Valley by a Sudanese king named Piye or Piankhy about 720 BCE.
The historical situation — a war between Egypt and “Ethiopia”
(Kush/Sudan) - inspired the plot of the Egyptian National Opera Aida, by
Giuseppe Verdi, which was first performed in Cairo, Dec. 24, 1871.

The second text is that from the stele found set up in a sandstone
socket between the pylon wall of the great temple of Amun at Jebel
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Barkal and the last granite ram in the right row of three rams in front of
the temple. The stele, 1.30 m high, 60 cm wide, and 28 cm thick, was
discovered March 12, 1920 by George A. Reisner and his archaeological
team from Harvard University and the Museum of Fine Ats, Boston, and,
due to its fragile condition, it required almost three weeks to clear well
enough to photograph. For almost a century, the stele remained in place,
protected by a specially built enclosure filled with sand, but after vandals
stole it from its place, and after the authorities recovered it, it was taken
to the Sudan National Museum for permanent display.

The text of the stele is highly unusual. It seems that a new king,
Aspelta (ca. 600-580 BCE) had the monument made to announce that he
had provided a Prince Khaliut with a new tomb and funerary furnishings.
What is remarkable about this is that Khaliut had lived over a century
before Aspelta and had been a son of King Piye/Piankhy. In the stele,
Khaliut also has the title “Governor of Kanad,” a province which is
otherwise unknown today.

The text consists largely of an imaginary speech by Khaliut,
praising King Aspelta for his pious deeds in behalf of the gods — namely
creating new statues, setting up their sanctuaries, providing regular
offerings to the temples, having precious vessels made - and tending to
the needs of the glorified dead, including providing tombs for those who
had none. Next, he thanks Aspelta for building him a pyramid, endowing
it with precious vessels and regular funerary offerings, and providing a
staff of servants to fulfill his requests, and he closes by wishing
protection of the gods for Aspelta and his heirs throughout eternity.

Although it is not known who Khaliut was, or where the province
of Kanad was located, the unusual concern shown by the new king to
provide care for this long dead prince; suggests that it was driven by
some political motive, perhaps to counteract opposition to his reign by a
branch of the royal family descended from Khaliut, who may have felt
that Aspelta’s rule was not legitimate.

Timothy Kendall, Ph. D., Hon. D. A. (University of Khartoum)
Co-Director, NCAM Jebel Barkal Archaeological mission.
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In Anu, in House-of-(Hathor), the golden one, and in the White wall

(Memphis). He has seized the west in its entirety, from the northern
coastal to Lisht, sailing southward with a numerous army.
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The two lands being united following him, the chiefs and rulers of
regions being as dogs under his heels, no fortress ...
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In the Southern regions had closed (its) gates (against him). Meidum, the
house (fortress) of Skhemkheperre (Osorkon I), the temple compound of
Sobek, the fortress of the bull's eye, Tkanesh and all cities in the West
opened ...

S K18 E e e e L BRSNSt e

Swy nsndf T swore spwe Thtt wasn nf mi nn Hwie-baow t3yow w-divt Hwi-nsw
oS3 Gl o 4l T3a (il ¢ Byl 3halia (52) 1) gy 59 L ¢ e Tasa Leills,
(6503 3l Aie) lball suna ¢ ({521 Al psloud ¢ (503 (shasla) sl dibaia s ke
Its gates in fear of him, he had (then) turned back against the regions of
the East, and that they opened to him like the aforementioned: The region

of the Phoenix (Hardai), their enclosure (al-Haiba), the region of the king
(Izbat Sawaris) .
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The house-of-the-lady-of-the-chief-of-the-cattle. Behold {he is} ...
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Closing in the Royal Child (Ihnasya el-Medina), he had surrounded it,

without allowing comers- out to come out, or allowing enterers to enter,
fighting every day.
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(And that) he had measured it in its entire circumference, every chief
knowing his (sector of it's) wall, he had caused every man to sit on his
section. Namely the chiefs ...
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And the rulers of regions. Now {His majesty heard}
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Joyfully laughing, his heart is blissful , but these princes, chiefs and
generals who were in their towns kept sending toHis Majesty every day,
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Saying: "Have stopped in order to neglect South Land, the regions of
khen-Nekhen (Upper Egypt)
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(Even though) Tefnakht is pushing forward his conquest, and has
encountered no repulse?" (as for) Nimlot ...
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Chief of Het-wrt, he dismantled the wall of Nefrusy, and he has
dismantled the wall of his town himself in fear that Tafnakht might
capture it.
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So as to close another town and now he had gone off to be (Tafnakht's)
footman. He had betrayed His Majesty
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And now stands with him (Tafnakht) like one of the ...
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Region of Tow Scepters, because he (Tafnakht) gives him (Nilmot)
rewards according to his heart desire, everything that he (Tafnakht)

found. Then His Majesty sent to the to the chiefs and generals who were
in Black Land (Egypt)
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Commander Pawerem, commander Lemersekeny and all the commanders

of His Majesty who were in Black Land (Egypt): Advance in order of
battle...

ts "J’n,u;"n [..]gwd rs

c g pals ¢ {LQ}}B}L ¢ Juall le
Join the battle, surround {it}, and close in on it.
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Capture its men, its cattle and its boats on the river, do not let the farmers
go to the fields, do not let ...
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... the plowers plow, close in on the Hare region, fight against it daily,
then they did accordingly. Then His Majesty dispatched an army ...
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. to the Black Land (Egypt) ordering them this is very important
(injunction): "don't attack by ....
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... night in the manner of one who plays a game, (but rather) fight when

you can see, attack him (the enemy) when (you are still) far away, if he
says ...
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If he says: "wait for an army and chariotry (that are) in another town, then
sit (patiently) until his army comes, and (then) fight when he says (he is
ready).
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Moreover, if his auxiliaries (supporters) are in another city, then ...
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Wait for them, (I mean) those chiefs, which he has brought for his
support, and the Libyans, the elite armies;
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Let one announce the battle to them in advance, saying: "O you whom we
don't know how to address in gathering the armies,
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Yoke the best horses in your stable.
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Make the battle as war, know that (what it means that) Amun is the god
who has sent us. When you reach...
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.. Thebes opposite Karnak, enter into the water; purify your selves in the
river, and dress yourselves the best linen.
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Lay down (your) weapons, loosen (your) arrow(s), do not boast ...
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.. of being a possessor of strength; for there is no strength for the mighty
without him (Amun). He makes the weak strong.
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Many fleeing before a few, and one conquering a thousand men. (So)
sprinkle yourselves with the water of the cups of his altars!
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Kiss the ground before him. Say ...
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. to him, ‘Give us the way that we may fight in the shadow of your

strong arm. (As for) the (force of) recruits you have sent, may its
victorious attack cause ...
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.. many tremble before it. Then they placed themselves on their bellies

before His Majesty, (saying) “It is your name that makes strength of arm
for us .
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.. your counsel being the mooring post of your army, your bread being in
our bellies on every road, and your beer ...
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. quenching our thirst. It is your power that gives us strength of arm,
(because) one is frightened when your name is called to mind.
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(For) an army does not attain success, if its commander is a prick. Who is
your equal therein? You are a mighty king who acts with his two arms,
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an overseer of the work of war. Off they sailed ...
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.. traveling northwards. (When) they arrived at Thebes, they acted
according to everything which His Majesty said. Off they sailed (again),
traveling northwards
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.. the river. They found a numerous fleet coming southwards carrying
troops, oarsmen, and commanders ...
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...(of) all the forces of North-land- equipped with the weapons of war.
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To fight against the army of His Majesty. Then a great blood bath was

made among them, the number (of the dead) being unknown. Their army
was captured together with
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.. their ships and was brought as living-prisoners to the place where His
Majesty was. On their advanced to Royal-Child,
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challenging battle. List of the counts and kings of North-land: (namely),
king Nimlot together with ...
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king Yewepet; the chief of the Ma, Sheshonq of the House-of-Osiris-lord-
of-Djedu together with the great chief of
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the Ma, Djedamenefankh of House-of-the-Ram-lord of- Djede together
with his eldest son, who was
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The commander of House-of-Thoth-who- Separates-the-Two-

Combatants, the army of hereditary prince Bakennefy together with his
eldest son, the chief of the Ma,
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Nesnayisu in Bull-of-Heseb; (and) all chiefs who wore the feather who
were in North-land; together with king Osorkon,
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who was in House-of-Bastet together with the District of Ré-nofer (in

short) every count and rulers of compounds in the West and the East and
the islands ...
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between (the Delta); (all) being joined with one accord as footmen, of the

Great Chief of the West, the ruler of compounds of North-land, the
prophet of Neith, Lady of Sais,
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sm-priest of Ptah, Tefnakht. Forth they went against them. Then they
made a great blood bath ..
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. among them, greater than anything. Their fleet was captured on the
river. Over crossed the remnant,
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Mooring on the west (bank) in the vicinity of House-of-Peg. At first light,
at the crack of dawn, His Majesty’s army crossed over ...
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.. against them. Army mingled with army. Then they slaughtered many
men among them,
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And innumerable horses. Trembling arose among the rest; they fled
toward North-land ...
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.. from the great blow, worse than anything. List of the (victims of) the
blood bath made among them: men, individuals: ...
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...... King Nimlot fled southwards after one told him, “Ogdoad-town of
El—Ashmunein
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.. 1s confronted with hostility at the hands of His Majesty’s army; its
men and cattle have been captured.
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Then he entered into Hare-town, (while) His Majesty’s army was (still)
on the river on the riverbank.
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of the Hare Nome, Then they heard it; and they surrounded the

Hare Nome on its four sides, without letting the comers-out
come out
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(and) without letting the enterers enter. They sent to report to the

Majesty of the King-of-Upper-and-Lower-Land Meriam{in
Pi(ankh)y ..
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may he be given life, concerning every victorious attack which
they had made, being every victory of His Majesty. Then His
Majesty raged on account of it like a panther: “Have they
allowed ..
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. a remainder of the army of North-land to remain, allowing
comers-out from them to come out to relate ...
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.. (about) his campaign, and not causing them to die in order to
annihilate their survivors? As I live, as Ré loves me ...
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.. and as my father Amiin favors me, I shall sail north myself,
that [ may overthrow ..
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. what he has done, that I may cause him to leave off fighting

forever. After the ceremonies of the New Year have been performed, I
shall offer ...
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to my father Amin on his beautiful festival, when he makes his
beautiful appearance of the New Year that he may send me in
peace
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.. to see Amin in the beautiful festival of the Feast of Opet. I shall cause
him to appear in his sacred image.
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(on his way) to Harem-of-the-South (Luxor) in his beautiful festival of

the ‘Feast of Opet by Night’and on the festival “Abiding-in-Dominion
(Thebes)”, which Ré made for him ...
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.. on the first occasion. I shall cause him to go in procession to his house

resting on his throne on the day of ‘Making the God Enter’, in the third
month of the season of Inundation, day 2. (Then) I shall cause
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North-land to taste the taste of my fingers.” Then the army, which was
here in .
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.. Black (-land) (Egypt) heard the rage in which His Majesty was against
them. Then they fought against House-of-the-bull’s-eye in the Nome of
the Two Scepters ...
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They took it like a torrent of water. They sent (report of this) to His
Majesty, (but) his heart was not put at rest because of it. Then they
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. fought against The-Crag-Great-of-Victories. They found it full ...
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.. with an army made up of every brave soldier of North-land. Then a
(movable tower) was made against it,
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its wall was overthrown, (and) a great blood bath was made among them,
the number (of dead) being uncountable,
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(and among the dead) was the son of the Chief of the Ma Tefnakht. Then

they sent (again) to His Majesty concerning it, (but still) his heart was not
put at rest because of it.
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Then they fought against Compound-of -the-Phoenix. Its fortress was
opened; the army of His majesty entered into it.
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Then they sent to His Majesty (again), (but even now) his heart was not

put at rest because of it. First month of the season of Inundation, day 9.
Down went His Majesty...
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.. sailing north to Dominion (Thebes), and he celebrated the festival of
Amin in the Feast of Opet. His Majesty...
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.. Off sailed northward to the harbor of the Hare Nome. His Majesty’s
coming forth from the cabin of (his) bark ...
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.. yoking with horses and mounting on a chariot. The awesomeness of
His Majesty ...
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.. reached the Asiatics, every heart trembling at him. Then His Majesty
came storming out to .
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(Vent his anger on) his army. Raging against it like a panther,
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(saying) “Is this delaying (in) my business the way of your fighting?
Indeed, is the end come .
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(when) fear of me (needs to be put) into North-land? Make against them a
very severe blow in striking.”
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He pitched (his) tent on the west, south of Ogdoad-town, while closing in
onit ..
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.. daily A (counter) wall was built to cover the (city) wall. A *platform®
was built up to raise the archers ...
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.. as they shot arrows and the (catapults) as they cast stones, (thus)
slaying men among them daily.
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After (some) days Hare-town "stank" to the nose, being without usual

(fresh) scent.
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Then Hare-town placed itself on its belly, beseeching before the King-of-
Lower-Egypt, envoys coming out and descending,
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bearing everything good to the eye, gold, all sorts of fine stones, clothing

in a chest, (and even) the crown which had been on his (Nimlot’s) head,
the uraeus .
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.. which causes awe of him, ceaselessly for many days, beseeching his
(Pi(ankh)y’s) diadem. Then was caused
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that his (Nimlot’s) wife, the king’s wife and king’s daughter (Nestjent)
come to beseech the king’s wives, king’s concubines, king’s daughters,
and king’s sisters.
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She placed <herself> on her belly in the house of the king’s wives before

the king’s wives, (saying,) “Come to me, king’s wives, king’s daughters,
and king’s sisters .
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May you placate Horus, lord of the Palace? Great is his might. How great
1s his (justification).
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The road of life. But shall heaven rain with arrows? Saying ...........
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The southerners as bowers along with the northerners, place us in your
(protective) shadow....
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Bearing his tribute. The heart is a rudder that capsizes its owner (like) one
possessed, when he sees fire in a cold place.
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There is no old person who is seen with his father, (for) your nomes are

full of young men.” Then he placed himself on his belly before His
Majesty, <saying>,
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Horus; lord of the Palace. It is your might that has done it to me. I am one
of the king’s servants who reckons taxes for the treasury
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Their tribute, I have done for you in excess of them.” Then he gave silver,
gold, lapis lazuli, turquoise bronze, and many types of fine stones.
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Then the treasury was filled with this tribute. (Then) he brought a horse

with his right hand, (and) a sistrum in his left, a sistrum of gold and lapis
lazuli. Then His Majesty was made to appear ...
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(In procession) from his palace going to the Temple of Thoth, Lord of
Ogdoad-town. He sacrificed long-horned-cattle and short-horned cattle
and birds to his father Thoth, Lord of Ogdoad-town, and to the Ogdoad in
the Temple of the ...
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Ogdoad. Then the army of the Hare Nome was raising its voice in a song
of joy, as they said, “How beautiful is Horus who rests in ...
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.. his city, the Son-of-Ré, Pi(ankh)y. May you make for us a sed-festival
according as you protect the Hare Nome.” Off went His Majesty to ...
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the palace of king Nimlot. He entered every room in the palace, his
treasury, and his magazines. He caused that ...
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the king’s wives and king’s daughters be dragged to him. Then they did
homage to His Majesty after the manner of women, but His Majesty did
not turn his face toward ...
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... them. Off went His Majesty to the stables of the horses and barns of
the colts. (When) he saw ...
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that they were allowed to hunger, he said, “As I live, as R€ loves me, and

as my nose is rejuvenated with life. how much more evil is this in my
heart,
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(that) my horses have been made to hunger, than any (other) evil you
have done in the meanness of your heart. The fear of your ...
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Neighbors for you has revealed you to me. Did you not know that the

shadow of god is upon me? My deed is not fruitless for him. Would that
he who did it to me were ...
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Another, whom I did not know, then I would not blame him on account of
it. (Although) I am one born in the womb, (nevertheless I am also one)
who came into existence in a divine egg, (inasmuch as) the seed ...
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of the god (is) in me. As his ka flourishes, I do not act without him. He it
is that orders me to act.” Then his property was reckoned to the Treasury.
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and his granaries to the divine income of Amiin in Karnak. In came the
ruler of Royal-Child, Pef-tjau-awy-bast, bearing tribute ...
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to Pharaoh: gold, silver, every (kind of) precious stone, and the best

horses of the stable. He placed himself on his belly before His Majesty
and said, “Hail to you, Horus,
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mighty king, Bull attacking bulls! The netherworld is carrying me off,
and [ am submerged in darkness, (I) upon whom the light
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is (now) shining! I did not find a friend on the day of distress, (one) who

would stand (by me) on the day of battle; but you, O mighty king, you
have

MRS T M\M
{Aﬂ'}n.ﬁ. klkow i iwid r bik ﬁ'm{"‘,l hrei "m{_ﬂ—n.m htr(y)
Slall Jahall daag ¢ lSlea xa (q,mu) eq;u ERPRYS Pl ok G
driven the darkness from me. I shall serve (you) together with my
property, Royal-Child being tributary
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to your hall, (for) you are Harakhty, head of the imperishable stars! As
long as he is, you (too) shall be king. (Even as) he is immortal,
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(so too) are you immortal, O King-of-Upper-and-Lower-Land: Pi(ankh)y,

living for ever!” North sailed His Majesty to the entrance of the canal
beside ...
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Canal-mouth; he found House-of-Sekhemkheperre-(Osorkon I) with its

ring-wall raised, and its gate locked, filled with all (kinds of) fighters of
North-land.
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Then His majesty sent to them, saying, “(O you) who live in death! (O

you) who live in death! (You) wretches .
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Miserable! (O you) who live in death! If an instant passes without (your)
opening to me, look, you are among the number of the enemy slain;
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And that is something repugnant to the king. Don’t close the gates of your
life to join with the chopping block of this day, don't love death so as to

hate life.
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[li]fe before the whole land.” Then they sent to His Majesty, saying,
“Look, the shadow of god is over you; the son of Nut gives you his two
arms.
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Your heart’s plan comes into being at once, like what comes forth from
the mouth of a god. Truly, you are born as the face of a god
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As we see by your activity. (Just) look at your city, his fortress.
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Let those who wish to enter enter; let those who wish to leave leave. Let
His Majesty do as he wishes.” Then they came out together with a son of
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. the Chief of the Ma, Tefnakht. In went His Majesty’s army. Without
slaying (any) one among all the people it found ..
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and treasurers to seal its property, its treasuries were assigned to the
Treasury, and its granaries to the endowment of his father, Amen-RéE,
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lord of the Thrones of Two-lands. Off sailed His Majesty to the north,

(where) he found that Meidiim, the House-of-Sokar-lord-of-Sehedj, had

closed (its gates) (even though) it had not been attacked
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because it had set fighting in its heart. Seized ...
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fear seized them, awe sealed their mouth(s). Then His Majesty sent to
them, saying, “Look two ways are before you;
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“Choose as you wish. Open, you will live; close, you will die. My
Majesty will not pass by a closed city!”
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Then they opened to him directly, and His Majesty entered within
this city, and he presented ...
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Menhy foremost of Sehed;. Its treasury and its granaries were assigned to
the endowment of Amiin in Karnak.
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North sailed His Majesty to Seizer—of—Two—lands(where) he found the

ramparts closed and the wall filled with the valiant troops of North-land.
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Then they opened the fortressesand placed themselves on their ..
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[Bellies before His Majesty and said to] His Majesty, “Your father has

decreed his inheritance to you. Yours is Two-lands. Yours is (all) therein.
Yours is all that is on earth.”
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In went His Majesty to have a great offering presented to the gods who
are in this city: even long-horned cattle, short-horned cattle, fowl,
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Everything good and pure. Then its treasury was assigned to the
Treasury, and its granaries to the endowment.
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[... of his father Amen-Re lord of the Thrones of Two-lands. North went
His Majesty to] White-wall (Memphis). Then he sent to them (the

Memphites), saying, “Don’t close (yourselves in)! Don’t fight, O
Residence of Shu in the beginning'
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He that would enter, let him enter. He that would come out, let him come

out. Those who would depart shall not be hindered. I shall present an
offering to Ptah and to the gods of White-wall (Memphis).
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I shall sacrifice to Sokar in Shetit. 1 shall behold South-of-His-Wall
(Ptah). I shall sail north in peace.
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of White-wall (Memphis), safe and sound. One will not bewail children.
Why, just look at the nomes of the South! Not a single person has been
slain there,
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except for rebels who blasphemed god they were slaughtered as
dissenters.” Then they closed their fortress
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and sent out a force against some of His Majesty’s troops, even artisans,
overseers of builders, and sailors

@ LEN-F e BT T2RIT

(D). ..meyve nt Tnb-hd is wr pf n 5w spre v Inb-hd m whi

& outas Jl Jiag 28 (JMJ\ uL«A) olw e N ¢ mbas elisa ..., (19;:1; ugdx\)
e
(who had come) .............. the harbor of White-wall (Memphis). Now

that chief of Sais arrived at White-wall (Memphis) by night,
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Issuing orders to his soldiers and sailors, all the best of his army, 8000
men, ordering them Very eamestly,
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“Mark you, Memphis is filled with all the best troops of North-landand

(with) barley, emmer, and all kinds of grain, (its) granaries are
overflowing, every type of weapon .
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[of war ... ].. a great battlement has been built, a work of skilled

craftsmanship. The river flows around the east (side of Memphis),
fighting cannot be found there.

A, = R sy el =22 ) TSRS

mdwt dy mh(w) m iw3w pr-hd pr(w) m ht nb hd nbw hmt hbsw sntr bit sfi
(Dl ) Aihally ¢ Abghall 0g @l b JRl L seglan (Uastan 8) Ua duill jilaa
d.u:d\ 3 l};.d\ 3 ull.nﬂ\ 3 u.u\AJ\ 3 u_&ﬂ\ ¢ il ‘;‘54.:2: JS.\ (Lﬁd\.ﬁal ?3) S@l«\
- bl
The cattle pens here (in Memphis) are full of long-horned cattle; the

treasury is supplied with everything, silver, gold, copper, clothing,
incense, honey, resin.
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I will go and give things to the chiefs of the North. I will open their
nomes for them. I will become .
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.. days until I come (back).” Up he mounted on a horse, (for) he did not
(trust) his chariot.

SHERE L9 el &

b poe B m sod n b hd 03 nf dwd (spesi) spre b e Tnbefd mnon f e mbis

oy cadll e panl (fa3) esen dof (29 ¢ aBla e Wsa (Ladd) Ylet )
o lelled die (USue (6 ) dayy ¢ pukes ) 4Dl

North he went in fear of His Majesty. At first light, at the crack of dawn,

when His Majesty arrived at White-wall (Memphis), he moored on its
north ...
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.. and found the water risen to the walls and the ships moored to ...
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[The houses of] Memphis Then His Majesty saw it was strong, the wall
(having been) raised by new construction,
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... and the battlements manned in strength. No way of attacking it was
found. So everybody spoke his piece,
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in His Majesty’s army; about some plan of attack. Some said, “Let us
besiege them
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Look, its troops are numerous.” Others said, “Make a ramp against it!
Let us pile up the ground ..
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. to its battlements. Let us bind together a platform, let us erect masts
and set sail
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.. from the (town) limits against it. Let us divide it likewise on each side
of it, (with a counterwork) together with ..
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[ .......... ] on its north, so as to raise the ground (over) its battlements,
that we may find a way for our feet. Then His Majesty raged about it.
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.. like a panther, saying, “As I live, as Re loves me, as my father Amun
favors me, I have found that this is happening ...
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... To it according to the command of Amun. It is this that [all] the people
say ...

7 o E e NE LR IR

[ nb nw Mhw]... hn® sp3wt rsy wn.sn n.f m w3w n rdi.t.n.sn Tmn m ib.sn
Loty ¢ 4l saiy aged " (Oshots’ adiall Uadll) ogial) clalalie e [Jlell (uls K] ...

[of the North —] together with the nomes of the South say, ‘Let them
open to him while he is yet afar! (But) they did not place Am{n in their
hearts ...
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and did not know what he had commanded. He (Amiln) made him

(Pi(ankh)y) in order to display his (Amiin’s) might and to let his glory be
seen.’
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(So) I shall seize it like a cloud burst. (even as) [my father Amun] has
commanded me.”
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Then he sent his fleet and his army to attack the harbor of Memphis.
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They brought to him every Jayi —ship, every ferry-boat, every shry-ship,

and the ships, as many as they were,
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which were moored in the harbor of Memphis, with the(ir) prow-ropes
fastened to its houses.
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[ ... ] a common soldier who wept among all the troops of His
Majesty. His Majesty came to line up in person
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The ships, as many as they were. His Majesty commanded his army,
(Saying ) “Forward against it! Mount the walls!
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Enter the houses on the river! When one of you enters onto the
battlement, let no one stand near him.
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[.....] no hostile troop may repulse you. (For) it would be vile if we
should put our seal on the South, and land <in> the North,
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(only to) sit fast in Balance-of-Two-lands (Memphis)!” Then Memphis
was seized like a couldburst,
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and many of the people in it were slainor brought as living captives to the
place where His Majesty was. Now ...
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[after the land li]Jghtened and the second day came, His Majesty sent
people to it, protecting the temples of the god.
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It was he who held his arm upraised over the sanctuaries of the gods,

made libations <to> the Council of Compound-of-Ptah’s-ka (Memphis),
cleansed Memphis.
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.. with natron and incense, and installed the priests in their places. His
Maj esty proceeds to the House.
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[of Ptah]. His purification is performed in the House-of-Morning. Every

rite that is performed for a king is performed for him. He enters the
temple compound. Making a great offering ..
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. to his father Ptah-South-of-His-Wall even short-horned cattle, long-
horned cattle, fowl, everything good. Off went His Majesty to his (own)

house
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Then all the nomes in the district of Memphis heard (what had happened)
and Hraipetime, Peny- ...
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Na-ewaa, The-Tower-of-Beyu, (and) the Settlement-of-Beyit open their
strongholds,
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and flee in flight. No one knows the place where they have gone. He
came in ...
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. king Yewepet and the chief of the Ma Akanosh and the hereditary
prince Peteese .
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and all the counts of North-land, bearing their tribute, to see the beauty of
His Majesty.
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Then the treasuries and granaries of Memphis were assigned to the
endowment of Amun of Ptah,
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and of the Ennead which is in Compound-of-Ptah’s-ka (Memphis). At

first light, at the crack of dawn, His Majesty proceeded to the East. An
offering was made to Atum in Battle-field,
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The Ennead in House-of-the-Ennead, and the cavern of the gods in it:

even short-horned cattle, long-horned cattle, and fowl, that they might
give life, prosperity, and health to the King of-Upper-and-Lower-Land:
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Pi(ankh)y, may he live for ever. His Majesty proceeded to On

(Heliopolis), on that mountain of Battle-field on the avenue of Sep
(leading) to Battlefield.
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His Majesty proceeded to the pavillion, which is on the west of Ity. His
purification was performed, he was cleansed in ..
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the Pool-of-Kebeh, his face was bathed in the River-of-Nun, wherein Re
bathes his face.
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Proceeding to the High-Sand-m-On (Heliopolis). Making a great offering
upon the High-Sand-in-On (Heliopolis) ...
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.. before Re at his rising: even white cattle, milk, frankincense, incense,
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. Every sweet-smelling plant. Going in state to the House of Re,

entering the temple-compound singing praises, the chief lector-priest
adoring the god ..
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.. and repulsing rebels, performing (the ritual) of the House of Morning,

fastening on the sedeb-garment, cleansing him (Pi(ankh)y) with incense
and libations,
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Presenting to him the garlands of the Compound-of-the-Pyramidion,
bringing him (amulets), ascending
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... the steps to the great window, to behold Ré in the Compound-of-the-
Pyramidion, the King himself standing alone,
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Breaking the (seals of) the bolts, opening the double doors, beholding his
father Re in the holy Compound-of-the-Pyramidion,
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The Morning Bark of Ré and the Evening Bark of Atum, closing the
double doors, applying the clay sealing ...
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. with the king’s own seal, giving orders to the priests, “l have
examined the seal.
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No other shall enter into it of all the Kings who shall arise.” They placed

themselves on their bellies before of His Majesty, saying:
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“Abide and endure, without perishing, O Horus, beloved of Heliopolis!”
Entering the House of Atum, following the image ...
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... of his father Atum-Khepri the Great One of Heliopolis. King Osorkon
came to behold the beauty of His Majesty.
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At first light, at the crack of dawn, His Majesty proceeds to the harbor at
the head of his ships,
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.. crossing over to the Harbor of Black-Bull, pitching His Majesty’s tent
on the south of Keheny, on the east .
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e Gl
.. of Black-Bull. In came those kings and counts of North-land, all the
chiefs who wear the feather ..
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.. every vizier, every chief, every king’sfrom the West, from the East,
and from the Isles-in-the-midst,
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to behold the beauty of His Majesty. The hereditary prince Petiese placed

himself on his belly ...

59



] | ﬂ oo ﬁg-: =] B =
B =], SR _BZ TN S
b3h-C hm.f dd.f m r K3-km m33.k Hnty-hty hw t.k Hwyr
A Gun ia - s alY) Gl ¢ a5l sl (Aakalie) I Jlan " UG asDls Gl L
.o &ﬂ_.j.a;:i &J}m &;\f};
. before His Majesty and“Come to Black-Bull that you may behold
Khentykhety, that Khuyet (the Protectress) may protect you, .
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.. that you may make offering to Horus in his house, even short-horned

cattle, long-horned cattle, and fowl, and that you may enter my house. My
treasury is open to you.
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I shall hold out to you my father’s property. I shall give you gold, to the
limits of your desire,
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.. malachite being heaped up before you, many horses, even the best of
the stable and the foremost of the stall.” Off went His Majesty ...
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to the house of Horus Khentykhety. Causing short-horned cattle, long-
homed cattle, and fowl to be offered to his father Horus Khentykhety,
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Lord of Great-black-bull When His Majesty proceeded to the house of the
hereditary prince Petiese, he (Petiese) presented him with silver, gold.
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. lapis lazuli, and malachite, a great clothing of royal linen of every
number, couches ...
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. laid with fine linen, frankincense and ointment in jars, horses, even
stallions and mares ...
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all the foremost of his stable. He (Petiese) purified himself by a divine
oath before these kings and great chiefs of
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.. North-land, (saying,) “(As for) every one therein, if he conceals his
horses (or) hides his due, ...

TR TRESKHHE TR 1%

kK3mwt.f nmwtnitf k3.ni nnrwf.tn bikim
61



oo pealgiall Al 138 e o JaY 138 cojaial U ¢ aally Cage€ Cisase s 0 L
.. then may he die the death of his father. I have formulated this that you
may support this humble servant ...
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in all that you know about me. So you shall say if I have concealed from
His Majesty (anything) of all the property
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. of my father’s house, (be it) gold (ingots), precious stones, (or) any
kind of vessel, armbands (of gold), neckbands, ...
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collars wrought with precious stones, amulets for every limb
headbands, earrings
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.. all the adornments of a king, all the vessels for a king’s purification in
gold and precious stones. This whole range of things I have presented ...
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.. in the Presence, garments of royal linen by the thousands of the best of
my weaving-room, knowing that you will be satisﬁed with them
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Proceed to the stall, and choose as you will of all the horses you desire.”
Then His Majesty did so.
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Then said these kings and counts to His Majesty, “Dismiss us to our cities
so we (can) open ...
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.. our treasuries, choose according to what your heart desires, and bring
to you the best of our stalls, the foremost of ...
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.. our horses.” Then His Majesty did so. List of the names thereof: King
Osorkon in House-of-Bastet ...
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... the district of Ré-nofer, King Iuput in Fish-town and 7aan, Count
Djedamenefankh ...
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... in House-of-the-Ram-lord-of-Djede and Granary-of-R¢, his eldest son,
the general in House-of-Thoth-who-Separates-the-Two-Combatants,
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Count Akanosh in Divine-calf, in House-of-She-who-is-in festival, and in
Semabehdet,
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The count and chief of the Ma Patjenfy in House-of-Soped and in
Granary-of-Whitewall,
i} A, o e & ﬁ A,
® AR A S 1S T2 B 10108
haty-"wr n M P(3)-mi m Pr-Wsir-nb-Dd(w) hity-"wr n M Ns-ni-[isw]

e ool b o b Wl Slag e ¢ an i ygl 8 Lo b Ll oSlag e
the count and chief of the Ma Pemui in House-of-Osiris-lord-of-Djedu,
the count and chief of the Ma Nesnayisu ...
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The chief of Ma Pentawere, the chief of Ma Pentibekhene, the prophet of
Horus lord of Khem
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and the House-of-Sekhmet, Lady of Rehessawi, count Djedkhiyu in
Khentnofer,
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count Pabasa in Battle-field and in House-of-the-Inundation, bearing all
their good tribute.
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....... and has set fire to [his] treasury [and to the ships] upon the river.
He has garrisoned Mesed ...
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warriors to go ...
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.. and see what was happening there to the troops of hereditary prince
Petiese. One came to report ...
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... to His Majesty, saying, “We slew every person we found there.” Then
His Majesty gave it as a reward to ...
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... the hereditary prince Petiese. Then the chief of the Ma Tefnakht heard
it, and ...
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... a messenger was caused to come to the place where His Majesty was,
with cajolery, saying, “Be appeased! I cannot behold your face in ...
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... the days of shame, (for) I cannot stand before your flame. I dread your

awesomeness indeed; you are Nubti, foremost of South-land (Upper
Egypt), Montu,
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The bull of mighty arm! As for any city toward which you turn your face,
you will not be able to find this humble servant <there>before I have
reached the islands of the sea ...
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... your Majesty’s heart cool (even now) because of these things you have

done to me? Indeed, I am one truly repugnant. (Even so) do not smite me
according to (my) crime. Weigh with ...
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.. the balance, judge by weight(but even) if you multiply it against me

threefold, (at least) leave the seed so you can gather it in (its) season!
Don’t cut ...
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... down the grove to its roots! As your ka lives, terror of you is in my

belly, and fear of you is in my bones. I have not sat in ...
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... the beer-hall, nor have they brought the harp for me; (but) I have been
eating the bread of hungerand drinking water in ...
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Thirst since that day when you heard my name. Sickness is in my bones,
my head is bald,
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my clothing is in tatters, until Neith is made to be appeased toward me.

Long is the course you have brought upon me, and still your face is (set)
against me' So far ..
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Will my ka never be purged? Cleanse (your) servant of his fault! Let my
property be received into the Treasury, even .

@ T EZ4T ﬂ:...ﬁj@ gﬁﬂkﬁﬂ?@%ﬁq

Nbw hn® %t nh ldwtyw is nw smsmw dbiw m ht nh imy iw n.i i
Jsll £ ¢ st S 0a sllSe ¢ Jpall agal g ZaS SlaaY) JS5 cad
v (Casaad))
. gold and every precious stone, even the foremost of the horses, a
requital consisting of everything. Let a messenger
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come to me quicklythat he may drive out fear from my heart! Then I shall

go to the temple-compound in his presence, and I will cleanse myself by a

divine
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oath.” His Majesty sent the chief lector-priest Peteamennesettowe and the

general Pwarema; and he (Tefnakht)
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.. presented him (Pi(ankh)y ) with silver, gold, clothing, and every noble

precious stone. After he (Tefnakht) had gone forth to the temple-
compoundand worshiped the god.
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Cleansed himself by a divine oath, saying, “I will not transgress the
King’s decree. I will not thrust aside ...
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what His Majesty says. I will not do harm to a count without your
knowledge. I will act according to what ..
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. the king says. I will not transgress what he has decreed.” Then His
Majesty was satisfied with it. One came to say ...
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.. to His Majesty, (saying,) “The Temple-compound-of-Sobek, they have

opened its stronghold. The (capital of) the Nome-of-the-Knife is placed
upon its belly. Not a nome .
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.. 1s closed against His Majesty of the nomes of the South and the North,

the West and the East and the Islands in the Midst being upon their bellies
in fear of him,

@ L2l SRS I s

ret m3® fisn r b{w) de(y) him f mi ndt nt ©h hd v 13 dws
oA il Lasie " yeadl and e 4Dla 4 63 OIS ) e agilShien Jang
Causing their property to be presented at the place where His Majesty is,
like subjects of the palace.” At first light, at the crack ..
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... of His Majesty, Now these kings and counts of North-land came to
behold His Majesty’s beauty, their ...
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.. and ﬁsh—eaters, and this is an abomination to the royal residence. But
King Nimlot entered ..
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. the royal residence because he was clean and did not eat fish. The
three (other rulers) stood ..
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.. on their feet, but (just) the one entered the royal residence. The ships
were laden with silver, gold, copper, .
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aromatic woods of God’s-land. South ..
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. sailed His Majesty, his heart swelling (with joy), while the banks on
both sides of him were shouting. West and East took up the advance
report, .
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.. shouting around His Majesty; singing and shouting, saying, “O mighty
ruler, O mighty ruler, ..
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.. Pi(ankh)y, O mighty ruler, You have come after you established
(your) rule over North-land, You make bulls .
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Speech by the Osiris, the Count of Kanad, the son of king Pi(ankh)y,

justified, Khaliut, justified “While I was on earth, I was (always) a
follower .
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Of every god, being obedient to them, making festival for god and king,

on every festival of heaven and earth, presenting offerings of bread and
beer, bulls and birds,
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To the god who was in his day. I made mourning in the festivals at their

(correct) times, in order to satisfy the heart of this goddess, Isis, the great,
mother of the god.
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I did not make falsehood, the abomination of the gods. I did not rob the
lapwing-people. I did not commit a wrong. My heart did not transgress
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...to the detriment of the humble. I did not kill a man on false evidences
when his crime had not happened. I did not take bribes.

O LUNSESFTESS 2EFTIILI IR

===
o6 &
he dr isf(0) mord(D).0 B3k v drt nonbyf nonkd hmt 13 0 wd® @ mdt m gre
Byl 1z) Aasiie el 2K Vs ¢ s Jalad) alad Y {UT} ¢ LAl Jee daf e
{0 Js 2l W} QX Jaalls oS8T Y ¢ (U
.. for wrong-doing. (I) did not deliver a servant into the hand(s) of his

lord. I did not copulate with a married woman (lit. woman of a man). |
did not decide a case wrongfully.
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I did not net the gods’ birds. 1 did not slaughter the small cattle of the

god. I did not take the property of the gods, rather giving property to all
the gods and goddesses.
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I gave bread to the hungry, water to the thirsty, and clothing to the naked.
I did this on earth, being on the ...
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.. roads of the gods, keeping away from their abomination for the sake of
a good end for those who are born after me in this land forever and ever.
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The Osiris, (10) the Count of Kanad, the king’s son, Khaliut, justified,
says, “O Horakhty, noble god, ruler of the Ennead, living soul (ba) of
eternity, who crosses heaven ...
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. every day, who traverses the Underworld in the (hall of) Two truths

(Maats) every night. (As for) all the years (made) for me in the Realm of
the Dead before Osiris, may you give them ...
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.. as years before the living, for your beloved son, the *Horus® Aspelta,
may he live forever, May you give him your heavenly lifetime, the
kingship of Atum ...
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. and the throne of Geb appearing as King-of-Upper-and-Lower-Land
on the throne of Horus of the livings for ever, together with the king’s
mother Nasalsa, may she live, as Isis did with her son Horus...
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. in (Two-lands). His monuments (are spread) as far as your rays shine

because he is a son who is beneficial for his father Osiris, the protector of
his mother ...
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How fortunate it is for gods and men that since His Majesty appeared he
has been seeking what is advantageous and has acted for every god and

every goddess designing ..
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.. their images, (setting up) their (offering stones), building their shrines,
supplying their temple-compounds with every good thing, multiplying ...
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.. their offering-tables in gold, silver, and (copper), founding their
endowments, giving voice- offering to the glorious dead, building tombs
for those who have no tomb
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.. res[pecting] the (image of the follower of Horus) as the monument of
his ka (his soul), placing his son on his seat. He gave breath to every
nose, cause vivifying. No evil thought ...
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. at all lies with him in his time. He has made excellent plans in this

land (even) as Horus did after he appeared on the throne of his father
Osiris.
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He has given you The Truth (Maat), which you love, that he may
propitiate your heart with it every day.
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O my lord, Ré—Harakhty, you know this, which made for me (by) the
Son- of Ré
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Aspelta, may he live forever, [He] built [for] me a pyramld of fine, white
sandstone. He provisioned a pyramid-compound of millions .
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. of years with everything, He made my name endure in it. He
multiplied my offering-tables of gold s1lver [and copper], giving to me .
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.. gardens to bring forth flower-offerings [ .......... ] every day. He gave
me a house-document of servants. He established my food-offerings ...
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.. my food-offerings forever and ever, (just) as Horus did for his father
Osiris.
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I have said this to my lord Ré-Harakhty, that you are the father ...
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. of fathers, (and that) you are the secret, beneficent heir of eternity.

Give him your kingship, your awesomeness, and your might. slay all his
enemies, (even) as you slay Apophis.
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.. Every single day. Give him all life, stability, and dominion, all health,
and all happiness, like Ré€, forever. Establish his heir. Bring his ...
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List of the libation jars that the Son-of-R€&, Aspelta,
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. may he live forever, made for the Osiris, the Count of Kanad, the

king’s son, Khaliut, justified, so as to provision his tomb-compound
forever and ever, as Horus did for his father Osiris.
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*FHN I = Eide et al. 1994, Fontes Historiae Nubiorum. Textual sources for the
history of the Middle Nile Region between the eighth century BC and the Sixth
century AD. Vol. I. From the Eight to the Mid-Fifth century BC. Bergen.

*M.B. Reisner 1934: Inscribed Monuments from Gebel Barkal. Z4S 70, 35-46.
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