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Reading in the book of: consuls and foreign
consulates in Sudan

I do not remember enjoying the reading of a book recently as much
as I did with)Counsels and Consulates in Sudan)by Professor Hatim
Elsiddig Mohammed Ahmed, the young professor of Sudanese modern
history, whom I affectionately call the “Arnold Toynbee of Sudan.” 1
have known him since he was a student in the Department of History at
the College of Education — Al-Zazem Al-Azhari University. Although
he was studying a different discipline, I could see how dedicated he was
in his work as a student at that time and later as a teacher and eminent
researcher.

Professor Hatim moves like a bee hunting for the best nectar, targeting
his research with keen precision. I also gave him the nickname «Sniper»
because he knows exactly where to aim to make an impact. Despite the
differences in their fields, Professor Hatim pulls the trigger at just the
right time and place to achieve his good goals.

[ have come through almost all of his fifteen-plus books, which he has
published both inside and outside Sudan. As a keen reader, especially
interested in the modern history of Sudan, I have also gone through
many articles. However, [ was particularly intrigued by two books that I
translated into English to share our concepts with foreign readers during
these times of sorrow.

Professor Hatim chooses his topics with both his eyes and his heart,
ensuring that his writing ultimately pleases and informs the reader while
also encouraging further investigation.

One of his books is about(Lithography in Sudan). The topic was
fascinating, and the professor went into detail to engage both specialist
and non-specialist readers, exposing them to a treasure trove of
knowledge and information. The book narrates the story of knowledge
and how it was disseminated before and during the Mahdist Era in
Sudan. It was so engaging that I felt compelled to translate the text into
English to share how knowledge and culture were part of Imam Al-
Mahdi’s message.

The second book, (Counsels and Consulates in Sudan), is another
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intriguing mini-encyclopedia of diplomacy, politics, and business in
Sudan from 1830 to 1885. The author successfully covers significant
historical and political events at that period, providing a thorough
navigation of the international political interactions of the time and
their impacts on Sudan.

The book introduces the history of Sudan during that period and
portrays the malicious practices of foreigners who came from different
parts of the world to hunt for wealth in this virgin land. They engaged in
hunting elephants, buffalos, giraffes, and other animals. However, the
worst practice was the hunting of Sudanese men and women, who were
taken as slaves and sold in Europe, America, and the Arab world. The
image of man hunting man and displacing individuals as commodities
overseas is deeply saddening.

This book serves as a significant document criminalizing all
civilizations that colluded in the slave trade. From this work, it is
evident that Sudan was practically deprived of population growth due to
this notorious trade. The darkest aspect of this period was the common
objectives of most foreigners who came to Sudan, causing great harm to
our population and leading to the killing and smuggling of our precious
natural animal and plant species.

This book can be considered a valuable reference for studying
international politics, business, and slavery during that period. It
acts as a document criminalizing everyone and every institution that
participated in the slave trade in Sudan. In my opinion, this work could
herald a serious initiative to establish Post-Colonial Studies in our higher
educational institutions. UNESCO is currently establishing chairs for
the study of slavery and its impact on human history.

Such a study would be a good beginning to educate our younger
generations about the historical and recent experiences of their people.
Books and libraries are the reservoirs of national memories, and this book
can play an effective role in enlightening our young men and women
about the atrocities and pain inflicted upon their ancestors long ago.

I suggest that this book be included as part of the Modern History
textbook of Sudan and that it be made a compulsory course for any
student of Sudanese history. It could also serve as recommended reading
material for the Sudan School Certificate syllabus, allowing students to
incorporate it into their studies.
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Once again, I extend my gratitude to Professor Hatim and hope to
collaborate on other interesting historical issues that both inform and
educate.

To conclude, I am very happy to honor Professor Hatim Mohaame
Ahmed, as a distinguished scholar whose remarkable contributions to
the study of modern Sudanese history have profoundly enriched our
understanding of this vital period.

Professor Hatim’s writing is characterized by its meticulous research,
insightful analysis, and a deep empathy for the people and events
that have shaped Sudan. His ability to weave together narratives that
illuminate the complexities of our past is nothing short of extraordinary.
Through his work, he has not only chronicled historical events but has
also given voice to those often overlooked issues and people, ensuring
that their stories are preserved for future generations.

Dr. Ahmed Gumaa Siddiek
Ottawa- Ontario —Canada
Feb 4, 2025
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