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The legal nature of international humanitarian law in fiegd of
prohibited weapns
A. Mohamed Nasir Abdala
Abstract:
The study addressed the objective nature of international humani-
tarian law in the field of prohibited weapons. The problem of the study
was represented in what the rules of international humanitarian law can
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add to support the efforts made to eliminate prohibited weapons, and
the goals they seek to achieve. The study derives its importance from
the major role of prohibited weapons in controlling international rela-
tions, managing conflicts between countries, and the major challenge
facing international efforts to eliminate this weapon and eliminate the
threats of its intentional or accidental use, as well as preventing its
spread and development, ridding the environment of the effects of nu-
clear explosions, and compensating its victims. The possession of this
weapon by a limited number of countries also exposes the global sys-
tem based on the rules of international humanitarian law to the risk of
disintegration and collapse, given that the presence of these weapons
represents a flagrant violation of the principles of this law, which are the
basis for ensuring global peace and security, and maintaining an accept-
able level of political stability, which is an indispensable condition for
achieving development, prosperity and progress for all countries of the
world. The study aimed to identify the role of international humanitari-
an law in prohibiting and restricting internationally prohibited weap-
ons, by stating the nature of these weapons, their characteristics, advan-
tages and disadvantages, the challenges they raise, and the extent of
their consistency with the rules of international humanitarian law, and
the role of the latter in prohibiting and restricting them. The study fol-
lowed the descriptive analytical approach. The results of the study indi-
cate that international humanitarian law plays a very important role in
prohibiting and restricting prohibited weapons, due to all the legal and
ethical considerations that require that these weapons represent an im-
minent threat to human security and peace. The study recommends em-
phasizing to the parties to internal armed conflicts the necessity of ob-
serving humanitarian principles as binding legal rules, and striving as
much as possible to create a balance between them and military neces-
sity in a way that achieves the greatest possible degree of humanitarian
protection for the victims of these conflicts.

Key Words: humanitarian law — Prohibited weapons
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