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The Saudi Arabia Aviation Society during the reign of King
Abdulaziz(1349 — 1365H / 1931- 1946AD) (A Historical Study)
A.Najoud Abdulaziz Al-Daban
Prof. Saeed Mishab Al-Qahtani
Abstract:

This research aims to shed light on the Aviation Society during
the reign of King Abdulaziz, as one of the national initiatives that
embodied the Society’s early ambitions and strategic orientation toward
introducing aviation as an effective means of defense, transportation,
and communication. It focuses on tracing the origins of the Society, the
circumstances of its emergence, and the goals that led to its founding,
amidst the economic and political challenges of the time. It emphasizes
the status of aviation as a modern tool for serving the army and national
defense, while clarifying the implications of the development of the
aviation project. The importance of the research lies in its opening a
new research window into the history of Saudi national institutions,
highlighting how the people were keen to promote the aviation
project and make it part of the state-building system, strengthening its
sovereignty, and connecting its far-flung parts. What also adds to the
importance of the research is that it fills a gap in the historical narrative
of the Saudi Aviation Society during the reign of King Abdulaziz, as
it has not received the research attention it deserves, despite being a
pioneering step early in the state’s journey. Its historical sources are
scarce and limited. It was mentioned in a limited number of sources,
primarily the Umm al-Qura newspaper as a primary archival source,
and a number of sources and references from historical books that were
relied upon to write the historical narrative of this research. I relied on the
descriptive and analytical approach, employing historical narrative to
present developments. The research examined the available information
in detail, examining and commenting on it in the text and footnotes. The
research is even more important—in addition to the above—because
it examines a topic that has never received independent study before.
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Through this research, I reached several important conclusions, most
notably that King Abdulaziz’s support for the Aviation Association was
not merely symbolic, but rather driven by a strategic vision aimed at
enabling the state to benefit from aviation in various fields. The results
also showed that the association contributed to spreading the culture of
aviation and preparing Saudi cadres to engage in this field at an early
stage, despite limited resources and capabilities. It was not merely a
social activity, but rather a national project with a future dimension.
Keywords: Aviation during the reign of King Abdulaziz, Aviation
Association, objectives of the Aviation Association, founding body of
the Aviation Association, implications of the Aviation Association
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