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The Issue of Land Ownership for Tribes and Its Impact on Tribal Conflicts
(An Applied Study on the Case of Tribal Conflict in West Kordofan
State during the Period 2000-2022)
Dr.Hamid Ibrahim Elehadib
Dr.Adam Jodat Allah Haydoub
Abstract:
This study addresses the issue of granting land ownership to
tribes and its impact on tribal conflicts, through an applied case study
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of inter-tribal conflict in West Kordofan. The importance of this study
lies in its examination of one of the core issues underlying tribal
conflict in Sudan in general, and in West Kordofan in particular. The
research problem stems from land ownership policies established by
successive governments without incorporating clear plans or effective
mechanisms to address the conflicts that may arise among tribes as a
consequence. Accordingly, the study raises a central question: What is
the purpose of granting land ownership to tribes without setting clear
frameworks to manage the disputes that may result? This main question
is accompanied by several subsidiary questions. The study aims to
examine land ownership from a historical perspective and to analyze
the impact of land allocation procedures on peaceful coexistence, with
a particular focus on tribal conflict in West Kordofan. It also seeks to
propose solutions to the disputes arising from these policies. The study
adopts the historical descriptive method. It reaches several findings,
most notably that continuous population growth has led to increasing
land disputes, some of which have escalated into armed conflict between
tribes. The findings also indicate that the government bears a major
share of responsibility for failing to address and resolve these disputes
before they erupted. The study recommends increasing awareness
among tribal communities in order to promote and strengthen a culture
of social peace.
Keywords: Land ownership, conflicts, tribes, peaceful coexistence.
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