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Markets in Makkah and Jeddah during the reign of King Abdulaziz
(1343- 1373 AH / 1924 -1953 AD)
A.Magqbool bin Yunus Al- Zailaei
Prof.Saeed bin Mushabab Al-Qahtani
Abstract:

Jeddah’s location has strategic commercial importance, and its
significance in ancient and modern history has been immense. It has been the
most important port for the Hejaz from ancient times to the present day. It is
the gateway to the Two Holy Mosques, with the majority of pilgrims arriving
through it during the Hajj season, which has had economic repercussions
for this season. This has increased domestic commercial activity. It is
also a port for Makkah Al-Mukarramah and the general gateway for the
Hejaz, meeting its needs, including its exports and imports. It witnesses
a significant volume of trade, with commercial ships regularly arriving
there. This has resulted in the cities of the Hejaz remaining remarkably
economically active, with Makkah Al-Mukarramah having the largest share
after Jeddah. Given the importance of these two cities, trade has long been
the backbone of their economic life, as it is one of the most widespread
professions. This region reached the peak of its stature and commercial
connections with the regions of the Arabian Peninsula when it was annexed
by King Abdulaziz (may God have mercy on him). The region’s merchants
and those coming to it contributed to its growth. In the commercial field,
they owned numerous shops for buying and selling in Jeddah and Makkah
Al-Mukarramah, and had commercial connections in other regions.It is
worth noting here that the flourishing commercial activity in the markets
of Makkah Al-Mukarramah and Jeddah coincided with major changes in
the country, represented by three events:First: The establishment of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.Second: The beginning of its modernization.
Third: The discovery of oil and the extent of the contribution of some of
its leaders in the field of currency and money transfers for beneficiaries in
this field.This research, entitled “Markets in Makkah Al-Mukarramah and
Jeddah During the Reign of King Abdulaziz,” presents the economic aspect
represented by commercial activity in these two cities, highlighting their
most famous markets. It is hoped that it will provide a good overview of
this important aspect of economic life during that historical period.
Keywords: Markets, currency, Makkah Al -Mukarramah, Jeddah, King
Abdulaziz
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