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Archaeological work in Gadarif State: recent surveys and future
prospects (2006-2013 AD)

Dr.Fakhri Hassan Abdallah
Abstract:

This study aims to shed light on the recent surveys and future
prospects for the archaeological exploration work that took place in
Gadarif State during the period from 2006 to 2013, by the Antiquities
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and Museums Department, Gadarif State, under the supervision of the
National Corporation for Antiquities and Museums (NCAM). This pro-
ject will bring this material to publication, identifying the sites across
this poorly understood region in order to reveal how it fits with wider
systems of cultural heritage across Sudan across history. The aim of this
archaeological study is to attempt to remove the ambiguity surrounding
the state of Gadarif. Therefore, the researcher will rely mainly on the
analytical, descriptive, historical method to describe, analyze this infor-
mation to the need required by the research.Archaeological surveys
have revealed many archaeological sites in Gadarif State that indicate
high levels of activity here from the Palaeolithic to the modern period.
Some of these sites are located near mountainous areas and their foot-
hills, while others are spread along the banks of the Rahad and Atbara
rivers and near modern settlements areas. Few have been properly ex-
plored and documented, and so bringing the NCAM survey to publica-
tion is extremely important.In addition, periodic inspection visits to
archaeological sites in the state revealed many contemporary threats,
including damage from gold mining operations and looting, in addition
to destruction from rain, rivers, and flooding, all of which are contrib-
uting to the loss of archaeological features in the region. This paper will
also review these challenges and potential solutions for future work in
this area in a future post-conflict scenario.
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