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The Impact of Misleading and False Information on Public Health —
Examining the Facebook Approach During the COVID-19 Pandemic
Mohammed Abdulaziz -Journalist
Abstract:

This research paper attempts to approach the impact of misinfor-
mation and disinformation on the public health in the Sudanese society,
and focuses on the “infodemic” related to the coronavirus pandemic as
a case. The paper also explains how unofficially/unscientifically infor-
mation gathered about covid-19 has made the solution more difficult,
and how the abundance of information has been accompanied by psy-
chological impacts which have made it difficult to combat coronavirus
pandemic. The impact of misinformation and disinformation continues
to be a concern for the official authorities and civil society organiza-
tions working in the field of awareness-raising. This requires studying
misinformation and disinformation by answering a key and important
question: What is the impact of misinformation and disinformation on
the public health of the society? The case of this research paper will be
the “infodemic” that is related to coronavirus pandemic, which has
posed a challenge to the transitional government since the beginning of
its formation. With the great political changes that Sudan witnessed af-
ter the December 2018 revolution, with the fall of the former regime
and the formation of a transitional government, the Corona virus epi-
demic appeared in light of a weak and dilapidated health system, and
this epidemic posed a real challenge even to major countries that have
strong health systems, and in light of the scarcity of information and
studies. reliable scientific research on the epidemic. Misinformation
and false and fake news related to the Covid-19 epidemic were used to
target the transitional government and obstruct the process of democrat-
ic transformation. This had a major impact on the lives of people in
Sudan, and the writers of the former regime began to cast doubt and
mislead public opinion that there was no The epidemic, and the “There
is no Corona and do not deceive us” campaign appeared, in addition to
the use of political propaganda, and accusing the transitional govern-
ment of evading its burdens by declaring a state of health emergency
and quarantine. The paper finds that the covid-19 pandemic has revealed
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several challenges in Sudan’s media reality, as well as the fragility of
information environment. These challenges have highlighted the ab-
sence of medical press and professional journalists in the field of medi-
cal and health issues, affecting the accuracy of the news. The paper
recommends the development of media education curricula and their
inclusion in the educational and media system, as well as policies and
laws that limit and criminalize the phenomenon of misinformation. The
paper also recommends enhancing the networking with social media
platforms, especially the Facebook, in addition to developing a compre-
hensive national strategy to enhance the verification of information
through training programs that create independent networks.

Keywords: information literacy, information verification, Health issues
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