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The impact of media disinformation through digital media on the
political participation pf university youth

A field study on a sample of University Students in Sudan
Dr. Adam Ahmed Adam 1 - “Associate Professor of Communication and
Media - Dean of the Faculty of Arts - Omdurman Ahlia University”
Dr. Sarah Ibrahim Mohammed 2 — Assistant Professor — Omdurman
Ahlia University
Summary:

This study tackles the issue of media disinformation through dig-
ital media and its impact on the political participation of university
youth, and in the shade of great political changes through which Sudan
passes through after December Revolution in 2018 and the attempt of
the country’s transformation from totalitarian regime to a democratic
transition, in this time a phenomena of media disinformation and fake
news notoriously emerged and had an immediate effects on the process
of democratic transition in Sudan, which requires searching to identify
its causes. The study attempts to answer a salient major question: What
is the impact of media disinformation representing in digital media, on
the process of political participation of university youth in Sudan? The
significance of this study resides in the fact that it discusses an issue of
concern to all groups of Sudanese society in general, and university
youth, with the large amount of information that is circulated regarding
the issue of democratic transition after the December 2018 revolution.
The study aims to identify the impact of media disinformation on the
political participation of university youth in Sudan and aims to identify
the impact of misleading media content that is broadcast through digital
media on shaping the political awareness of university youth. The re-
searcher adopts descriptive and analytical method via social survey. A
purposive sample is selected from the original study population. The
study adopts a questionnaire as a major tool for study data collection.
The study comes out with many results, including media disinformation
negatively affects the process of political participation of university
youth and thus undermines the process of democratic transition. The
study has come up with several recommendations, such as raising polit-
ical awareness among youth and supporting the role played by political

participation through digital media. The study emphasizes the signifi-
cance of equipping the youth with tools to detect and verify fake content
in the media to distinguish between information The real and the fake.

Keywords: digital media - disinformation - political participation -
university youth - fake news.
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