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Reasons for deleting letters and diacritics in the Holy Qur’a

Prof. Mohamed Hamdnalla Ramli
Abstract:

This research aim to study the reasons for deleting letters and
vowels in the Holy Qur’an, and to explain the reasons and justifications
for which they led to deletion, as there are several reasons that led to
deletion in the Holy Qur’an. They are: the addition, the semi-addition,
when pausing for something other than the accusative, when there is no
morphology, when entering the alif and lam, meeting the consonants,
shortening the connection, when entering the accusative case, when en-
tering the accusative case, the succession of proverbs, when building,
istiqal, and lightening.In this research, I took the descriptive approach,
explaining the reasons and explanations that led to the deletion occur-
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ring. This research produced several results: Among them: that the
cause is the cause and changing the effect from what it was, and that the
reasons for deletion are reasons that led to its occurrence; Such as mit-
1gation, succession of proverbs, consonance of consonants, addition,
noun inflection, stopping and construction, accusative, and jussive. The
deletion occurs in vowels and letters, which is the subject of research,
and it occurs in words and sentences, and that there are reasons for de-
letion mentioned in the Holy Qur’an.Some of the recommendations:
paying attention to knowing the reasons for which deletion is made in
the Arabic language. Paying attention to studying these reasons in the
Holy Qur’an, working on preparing research on the reasons for dele-
tion, paying attention to studying the reasons in schools and universi-
ties, and working to apply grammatical rules in the Holy Qur’an, the
Prophet’s hadiths, and Arabic poetry.
Keywords: Reasons, Letters, Diacritics, Easing, Deleting
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The social, psychological and health needs of the elderly
and the role of the family in satisfying them
Dr.Shatha Abdullah Abdul Khair Adam
Abstract:

The study sought to achieve a main objective: Recognizing the
social, psychological and health needs of the elderly and the role of the
family in satisfying them, this objective was achieved through a set of
sub-objectives: Knowing the social needs of the elderly, clarifying the
psychological needs of the elderly, identifying the health needs of the
elderly, and highlighting the role of the family in satisfying the needs of
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the elderly:The social needs of the elderly are: The need for the warmth
of family life, the need for satisfactory and appropriate treatment from
children, and the need to help them solve their issues by family mem-
bers. The psychological needs of the elderly are: The need to feel
self-esteem, the need for their family to understand them and make
them feel valued among them, the need to feel important within their
family and society, as well as their need to feel happy. The health needs
of the elderly are: The need for health care, the need for health educa-
tion, the need to help them go to the hospital when needed, the need to
accept their health requirements without complaining by family mem-
bers. The role of the family in satisfying the needs of the elderly is rep-
resented by: The family provides the elderly with family and spiritual
warmth and a sense of security, the family provides the elderly with
opportunities for natural interaction with children, spouses, relatives,
acquaintances and friends, the family achieves social status and self-es-
teem, the family allows the elderly to form multiple and strong relation-
ships inside and outside the family. The family is keen to provide health
and psychological care for the elderly.
Keywords: needs — elderly — role- family — satisfaction
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Grammatical induction and its impact On establishing

grammatical rules

(applied descriptive study)
Dr. Al Sadie Ali Wada

Abstract :

The aim of this research is to find out the effect of grammatical
induction in establishing grammatical rules, by inferring some exam-
ples from the inductions of ancient grammarians. The purpose of this is
to respond to some modern researchers who criticize ancient grammar-
ians for not fully inducting the language when they issued their gram-
matical rulings. The importance of this lies in Researching that induc-
tion is the first step to building an authentic grammatical lesson, the
researcher followed the descriptive and analytical approach based on
tracking grammatical induction according to the early grammar schol-
ars, supported by evidence and evidence. In conclusion, the researcher
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reached a number of results, the most important of which are: The gram-
marians adopted the descriptive approach based on tracing and extrapo-
lating Arab speech, and based their grammatical rulings on what they
extracted from that broad induction of the various patterns of Arabic
speech.Grammarians were able to control the rules of grammar and its
general and partial rules, whether this was related to its vocabulary or its
structures.The theological sciences had no effect in establishing those rul-
ings and rules on which they built the edifice of Arabic grammar.
Keywords: induction and tracing, the Holy Qur’an, Arab speech,
ancient grammarians, grammatical rules
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The role of electronic learning in teaching geography at secondary
school in south rural omderman localty khartuom state
(2022-2023AD)
Dr. Omer Ahmed Ibrahim Khlifa
Dr. Anam Sluiman Mohamed Idress
A.Atif Omer Eltaher Albashir
Abstract:
This paper aimed to identify the extent to which learning contrib-
utes in the educational process. The researcher relied on the analytical
descriptive approach and to achieve the goals of the paper. The re-
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searcher designed a questionnaire. And he applied it to the paper sample
of students at Sulaymaniyah west joint secondary school, who num-
bered (60) male and female students, and after statistical analysis, a
number of results were reached, the most important of which is that
e-learning contributes to saving time, effort and money in the educa-
tional process to large extent at level of a moral function.(0.001)there
are many problems in using the electronic learning in teaching geogra-
phy in secondary school . Accordingly, the researchers recommend pro-
viding students with a story based learning method, such as the -learn-
ing environment, to make learning easier and more exciting and to
increase students, towards learning at the secondary level.Must facility
the problems that faces the electronic learning in secondary school.
Keys words: Electronic learning —teaching — geography — secondary
school.
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Al-Nahhas’S approach and doctrine in his book (The Commentary
on Al-Mugqrab) by lbn As four : (Adescriptire and analytical study)
Dr.Halima Abdallah Aljak
A.Mona Ibrahim Yousif
Abstract:

This study dealt with the approach and doctrine of Al-Nahhas In
his book (A commentary on the confidant — Al-T’aligah Ala Al-Mugar-
rib) . The study aimed to introduce the approaduce the approach fol-
lowed by Al-Nahhas in this book, and to show the agreement and differ-
ences between Ibn Al-Nahhas and some grammarians. The study
following the descriptive analytical approach, and reached a number of
results, including: the Confidant book was a brief summary of the rules
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of grammar, while the Commentary was a detailed explanation of them.
Ibn al-Nahhas leans toward the Basri doctrine through his expressions
(and this is according to our companions) . Ibn al-Nahhas agreed with
the Bastian’s in most of his grammatical opinions and he extensively
used Bastian terminology, and he paid great attention to the foundation
of grammar, especially listening, and relied on it a lot. He frequently
cited the Holy Qur’an and Quranic readings. He cited Arabic poetry,
especially the poetry of the hybrid such as Abu Tammam and Al-Manabi,
and he was interested in languages, as he mentioned some evidences
that they were one of the Arab languages, but he was lesser in citing
Arabic proverbs, while being interested in parsing evidence to clarify
his opinion on the issue, Ibn al-Nahhas was not a transmitter, but rather
an analyst and scrutinizer of what he read on many occasions. He was
also honest and returned sayings and opinions to their owners. The
study recommends the necessity of singling out morphological studies
in this book, but rather an analyst and scrutinizer of what he read on
many occasions. He was also honest and returned sayings and opinions
to their owners. The study recommends the necessity of singling out
morphological studies in this book.
Key wards : Ibn Al- nhhas, The book Commentary, The book of Al
,Mugrab, 1bn Asfour .
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The revolutionary discourse in Al-Fitouri’s poetry with an African
dimension
Mr. Mujahid Othman Khalil Othman - PhD student - and professor at
Kassala University, Faculty of Education
A. Ezz El-Din Ali Mukhtar - Associate Professor - Al-Nilein University,
College of Arts
Abstract:

The study of revolutionary poetic discourse in Al-Fitouri’s poetry
with an African dimension aims to research the concept of literary dis-
course, especially Al-Fitouri’s revolutionary poetic discourse, and to
identify its stylistic characteristics and different types. The importance
of the study lies in the fact that it departs from the traditional study of
lyric poetry, such as ghazal and praise, to a new, fertile circle, which is
revolutionary poetry. The study uses the descriptive method of analysis.
The study concluded that Al-Fitouri’s revolutionary poetry aims to raise
the societal awareness of the African people to oppose tyranny, coloni-
alism, and all kinds of injustice.

Keywords: revolutionary discourse, the Fituri poet, poetry with an Af-

rican dimension.
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Integrating Technologies in Teaching
English Literature
to Sudanese Secondary School Students
(A case study of some secondary schools in
Khartoum State)

A.Mohammed Ibrahim Ageed Elsanousi

Dr.Ahmed Gumaa Siddiek

Abstract:

This research aims at integrating technology into teaching
English literature to facilitate language learning process in Suda-
nese secondary schools, as well as creating an interactive learning
environment via an audio-visual learning supported technology.
Modern trends in language teaching presuppose knowledge and
high skills in using technologies in the classroom. Sudan is a part
of the global community where the language teaching is supposed
to have been affected by these modern techniques of language
learning and language teaching. This literature learning App is an
applicable proposed project according to the researcher’s experi-
ence in the DT field; digital technology, (LiTech) as a proposed
concept is ready to be turned into a Web-based application and
android App, so long as it is simple to manage and demonstrate by
teachers, parents and learners having so many accessible digital
features. The importance of this literature learning proposed proj-
ect lies in the area of enhancing learners’ receptive language skill,
providing digital interactive learning environment for the end-us-
ers (secondary school learners and university students, further-
more, it targets all the EFL learners. Since LiTech is a proposed
project for teaching literature digitally, the researcher has used a
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combination of multiple methods of data collection from different
resources, it is an experimental study whose main expected might
be a comprehensive understanding of literature, in particular, the
short stories and novels, increasing the learners’ communicative
and receptive language skills, following the implementation of Li-
Tech as literature learning proposed project. Finally, the researcher
recommends the financial funding also the adoption of the project
by ministry of Education or any scientific academy.

Keywords: ,Technologies, Interface, App, Digital content, LiTechApp
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LiTech

Rationale:

The world has been greatly affected by the pandemic of Co-
rona 19. Most of the human activities were almost stopped or
postponed. Great economic, social, and cultural, health and edu-
cational changes have taken place all over the world. But the eco-
nomics of the third world countries in particular have been badly
affected due to the poor infra-structure in these countries. Ac-
cording to Bundervoet, et.el. (20210

“The past year has been one of
the toughest in recent history, due to
the harsh health, economic, and social
impacts of the COVID-19 crisis. The
impacts have been felt everywhere,
with no country spared. Yet, they have
notbeen feltthe same way by everyone.”

Bundervoet @ believes that,
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“Women, young and less-educat-
ed workers — groups that were likely at
a disadvantage in the labor market
even before the shock — were more
likely to lose their job in the immediate
aftermath of the pandemic.

This was the main finding of a recent study data collected at
the onset of the crisis in 34 mostly low and middle-income coun-
tries around the world, which account for a combined population
of almost 1.4 billion.

They continue to state that,

“Relative to men, women were
11 percentage points more likely to
have lost their job ; a similar gap was
found between tertiary-educated work-
ers and those with primary education
or less®

But the greatest effect of Corona Virus was on the education
sector. According to a report from the World Bank by Donnelly, et.
el (2021) (4)

“School closures due to COVID-19 have

brought significant disruptions to education
across Europe. At the peak of the pandemic, 45
countries in the Europe and Central Asia region
closed their schools, affecting 185 million students.
Given the abruptness of the situation, teachers and
administrations were unprepared for this transition
and were forced to build emergency remote learn-
ing systems almost immediately”.

But remote learning has the limitations of emergency. It is the
lack of personal interaction between teacher and student. With
broadcasts, this is simply not possible. The effect of Covid 19 on
education was not the same. As Donnelly (2021) (5) adds by say-
ing:
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” However, several countries showed initiative
by using other methods to improve the remote edu-
cational experience, including social media, email,
telephone, and even the post office. But unfortu-
nately, despite best efforts to set up a supportive re-
mote learning experience, evidence is emerging to
show that school closures have resulted in actu-
al learning losses ”. But by all means these coun-
tries were to some extent able to find some ways our
to reach their children through the electronic learn-
ing.”

According to Abass, (2022) ©),

“In Sudan, approximately 8.5 million children
between 5 and 13 years of age should be in school.
However, even before the onset of the COVID-19
pandemic, an estimated 3 million children of them
are already out of school and nearly 38 per cent of
children in school are unable to read proficiently.
Children in Sudan were already struggling with
learning”.

Abass, (2022) (7) adds that,

“The 2018 National Learning Assessment
(NLA) indicated that among grade three students
many struggled to read simple familiar words and
less than half could comprehend what they read.
Additionally, less than half of them could solve lev-
el-one mathematics exercises”.

Sadly, this learning crisis was further exacerbated by school
closures which spanned between 2019 and continued until 2022
due to COVID-19 pandemic and the volatile political situation,
she adds. (ibid)

Abbas (2022’ also reports that

f\- e ——

147 £2024 pouwd- 21446 5,5V golzr-0sdally glul sustl-dysillly duuddly Do) Slulyull p3ld)) Ao




Ntegrating Technologies in Teaching English Literature to Sudanese Secondary School Students

“In Sudan, approximately 8.5 million children
between 5 and 13 years of age should be in school.
However, even before the onset of the COVID-19
pandemic, an estimated 3 million children of them
are already out of school and nearly 38 per cent of
children in school are unable to read proficient-
ly. COVID-19 school closures worsen pupils’access
to learning.”

So, based on this situation; a new educational measure should
be taken in consideration. Covid 19 has betrayed our fragile edu-
cational system as well it has betrayed our poor access to electron-
ic education, which was another option for many nations, through
which they could afford teaching and learning, in their schools and
universities. This study is an effort, a part of other attempts to in-
tegrate technology in our modern education. It is high time for our
young people to be fluent to use these modern technologies, as part
of their learning strategies. It is also a must for teachers to be
equipped with such knowledge and skills to enable them cope with
the latest advances in education and technologies, to contribute in
such a fast modern global economy.

This study may help to improve Literacy and numeracy as to
ensure that all youth and a substantial proportion of adults, both
men and women, achieve literacy and numeracy as planned by
Target 4.6: of the UNESCO in Sudan Education Policy Review for
2030.(8)

20 Introduction

LiTech is an Audio-visual English Literature Learning Sup-
ported Technology (LLST), It is an interactive learning-based pro-
gram, being a Web-based and android application. It is an EduTech
tool for making the learning of short stories more attractive, dy-
namic and enjoyable to the EFL learners, in particular, the basic
and the intermediate school learners, having in mind the integra-
tion of a digital technology and the multimedia into the instruc-
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tional method to fit the current learning requirements.
2.1 Objectives of the project
It is an interactive and motivating learning application, meet-
ing the current learners’ requirements. It integrates various fea-
tures which focus and target the comprehension skill, in particular,
the audio-visual characteristics. Each feature contributes in achiev-
ing the objective of the application. Most of the information re-
ceived by the brain is done through visual mind register and limit-
ed amount is received via listening, as cognitive Psychology stated.
So, the aims of this application are to:
. broaden the learners’ understanding of the target lan-
guage through this audio-visual-supported-learning -tech-
nology application.
. be accessible by the learners at any time.
. facilitate the process of teaching literature, making it
attractive and motivating by changing the instructional en-
vironment.
. make learners adaptable to cope up with any upcom-
ing changes required.
2.2 Features of the proposed project
2.21 The dictionary: It is a digital dictionary, encompassing
all the words already used in the concerned short story
book in the LitTech Application.
2.2.2 The audiobook: It is an audio script of the whole story or
a novel in terms of chapters, being recorded in English
language.
2.2.3 The Visual: It is the movie clip of the whole short story
in chapters.
2.2.4 The Characters: This feature contains all the charac-
ters, being depicted or presented in the short story or the nov-
el already in the application, their names, and roles, physical
and psychological characteristics.
2.2.5. The lessons: It is a feature that has three characteristics
(a written, audio and visual) it is a set of lessons to be ac-
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cessed by the learners.
1.1.6 The Comprehension:
It is a feature being set out for each lesson, in term of multiple
choice to track the understanding of the learners for the les-
sons they have read in the short story. It is a set of scores to
be obtained by the learners in such way that he or she can
only move ahead to the next question-based on the correct
answers.
1.1.7 The Spelling: It is a feature that tackles the spelling of al-
most all the difficult words already stipulated in the short
story to track the learners’ correct spellings.
1.1.8 The Phrasal Verbs: This feature focuses on the phrasal
verbs used in the short story or a novel, along with various
examples to help learners understand the whole concept.
1.1.9 The English Grammar: It is a feature, addressing English
structure used in the whole short story, like preposition,
tenses, possessive adjective, noun and etc. along with clear
illustrations and examples.
3.0 Research Significance:
The following are some of the Targeted groups who will be
the beneficiaries/end-users of the LiTech. This programme is
targeting all language learners in school in the General Edu-
cation, as well as university students. It targets parents who
are keen to help their daughters and sons to command the
language with taste for literature in particular. The programme
1s also targeting teachers of English at both schools and tertia-
ry levels.
LiTech is literature-learning-supported-technology (LLST),
expected to achieve the following aims:
« comprehensive understanding of literature, in particular the
short stories,

novels and drama of the concerned education school levels.
« enhancing the learners’ receptive skills.
« improving the learners’ spelling, English grammar and so on.
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e creating an interactive digital learning environment for the

basic school

learners.

« making learning process more attractive and enjoyable.
Description of the technical features of the program

The LiTech contains 9 main icons with different functional-

ities, each of which has sub-interface with the accessibility

for navigation and logging out at any time.

3.1 The LiTech Icon

This Icon will appear on the desktop of any android applica-

tion or devises once the LiTech is installed from Play Story.

By clicking on this Icon, you would be navigated to the log in

menu. See Figure (3.2)

(] o

Figure (3.1) LiTech application Icon.

3.2 Log in interface: this would help the user navigate the
main menu if he or she has an account, if not he could create
a new account and then log in.

,'\ e —
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(= Togin

G

NEW STUDENT
REGISTRATION

Figure (3.2) Log in or create a new account.

3.3 This figure below is the main menu: it has 9 Icons as fol-
lows Audio. Visual, Dictionary, Characters, Comprehension,
text lessons, phrasal verbs, spelling, English Grammar. Each
contains various learning options.

< ® B

Figure (3.3) Main Menu

— '
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3.4 The figure below is one of the main interfaces that con-
tains all the short stories already installed in the (LiTech App),
each icon encompasses many learning features connected to
the concerned short story like audio lessons, video of written

text.

S >
>

Black Tulip
Jean Eyre

Figure (3.4) Menu of Short Stories

3.5 This interface below is an audio-based lessons, it has the
accessibility to expose the learners to many audio scripts, just
like the audio-book. Figure (3.5) gives an example of an au-
dio script.

o v i

> = =

Figure 3.5 Example of Audio Scrip
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3.6 This interface is a visual or video-based lesson. It is divid-
ed into many video clips, permitting the learners fully watch
and understand the paralinguistic feature. See figure (3.6.1 —
3.6.2).

Lesson 2 Lesson 3

Lesson 4 Lesson 5 Lesson 6

11
i
1y

Lesson 7 Lesson 8 Lesson 9

Figure (3.6.1) Video-based lesson.

Video clip /

Charles Dickens'

Times

a

LR e [

Figure (3.6.1) Video Demonstration
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3.7 This interface exposes the learners to the various text les-
sons of the concerned short story already in the LiTech App.
See figures (3.7.1 — 3.7.2).

Lesson 2 Lesson 3

Lesson 4 Lesson 5 Lesson 6

Lesson 7 Lesson 8 Lesson 9

m'
11
Rl

GO e

Figure (3.7.1) Text lessons menu

Chapter 1

M. Jones. of the Manor Farm. had locked the hen-houses for the night. but was too drunk to
remember to shut the pop-holes. With the ring of light from his lantern dancing from side to
side. he lurched across the yard, kicked off his boots at the back door, drew himself a last
glass of beer from the barrel in the scullery. and made his way up to bed. where Mrs. Jones
was already snofing.

As soon as the light in the bedroom went out there was a stirring and a fluttering all through
the farm buildings. Word had gone round during the day that old Major. the prize Middle

White boar, had had a strange dream on the previous night and wished to communicate it to
the other animals. It had been agreed that they should all meet in the big barn as soon as Mr.
Jones was safely out of the way. Old Major (so he was always called. though the name undey
which he had been exhibited was Willingdon Beauty) was so highly regarded on the farm thj
everyone was quite ready to lose an hour’s sleep in order to hear what he had to say.

At one end of the big barn, on a sort of raised platform, Major was already ensconced on his
‘bed of straw. under a lantem which hung from a beam. He was twelve years old and had
lately grown rather stout, but he was still a majestic-looking pig. with a wise and benevolent|
appearance in spite of the fact that his tushes had never been cut. Before long the other

animals began to arrive and make co after their di fashions. First]
came the three dogs, Bluebell. Jessie. and Pincher. and then the pigs. who seftled down in th
straw immediately in front of the The hens h h on the window-sill}

the pigeons fluttered up to the rafters, the sheep and cows lay down behind the pigs and
‘began to chew the cud. The two cart-horses. Boxer and Clover, came in together. walking
very slowly and setting down their vast hairy hoofs with great care lest there should be some,
small animal concealed in the straw. Clover was a stout motherly mare approaching middle
tife. who had never quite got her figure back after her fourth foal Boxer was an enormous
beast. nearly eighteen hands high. and as strong as any two ordinary horses put together} A
white stripe down his nose gave him a somewhat stupid appearance. and in fact he was not o
first-rate intelligence. but he was y T for his i of and
tremendous powers of work. After the horses came Muriel, the white goat. and Benjamin_ th
donkey. Benjamin was the oldest animal on the farm. and the worst tempered. He seldom

L (st [

Figures (3.7.2) text lesson 1 demonstration.
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3.8 This interface contains all the characters in the short story,
each has an interface, consisting of the character’s physical,
Psychological and mental description. See figures (3.8.1-
3.8.2)

Thomas Gradgrind ~
Bitzar
Sissy
Bounderby

Louisa

Dictionary [ Back tomainmenu | ([ Logout ]

Figure (3.8.1) characters Menu

Thomas Gradgrind

Uil

Physical description

Psychological description

Type of the character

L oo

Figures (3.8.2) character’s description.

3.9 This interface is divided into various comprehensions text
lessons to check the learners’ comprehension ability on dif-
ferent lessons. See Figures (3.9.1-3.9.2)
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o S

I (e (R

Figures (3.9.1) texts lessons menu

(o} & o}
2 Level i C i Test 1 — Simple Present Tense Reading —
Questions - o = mpieEe ng

Choose the best answer!

Mrs. Barley is a teacher. She works at a secondary school. She always gets up early, has breakfast
and walks to school. Students like her a lot. They often say Mrs. Barley is the most affeclionate teacher.
Her students have reading classes before lunch but this week, they are outside for physical exercises
and training. They are preparing for a contest. Last year. they were not lucky and they ranked the

second team, but this year. they hope they will be the best one. Mrs. Barley is pretty sure that they will
achieve it

1. “they hope .." means

O they accept
O they have
O they expect

O they know
Question 1 of 5

Next >

Figures: (3.9.2) text comprehension
3.10 This phrasal verb interface feature is to help learners un-

derstand the non-literal meaning of certain words in the short
story.
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Phrasal Verb Practice

Puton Take off Zip up Stripoff ~ Button up

Fill in the sentence with the correct phrasal verb.

15 your clothes and lets go for a swim! Did you have your

swimsuit on under your clothes?

2.1________ mytennis shoes for a quick run.

3. My little brother isn't good with buttons, hecan't his
coat by himself.

4, your shoes please, when you come inside the house.

5.When | tried to my coat the zipper got caught on my
shirt underneath.

Shaee ) 1) 213)
ko [T

Figure (3.10) phrasal verbs lesson interface.

3.11This interface is a set of spelling exercises, helping the
learners know the correct spelling of the difficult words in the
short story and English words in general. See figure (3.11)

Spelling

Spelling Practice Test - Beginner Level 1

Have your child take this free interactive practice test to assess their progress in learning the
alphabet and simple words, and have fun while learning.

M View Answers as You Go | View 1 Question at a Time

1.A has fur and purrs.
O acit
O b.cet
O c.cot
© dcat

2. You eat with a
O a ferk
O b fork
O e fik
O d furk
3.“Don't ___through the house!"
© arnn
© b.ren
O e.run
© dryn
4. Anne stubbed her
O atwo

O b.teo
O c toe
© d too
5.Usea to brush your hair.
© a coom
© b.comb
© . koom
) d komb

Ere

Figure (3.11) Spelling Exercises
3.12 This interface is one of the most important in the Latch
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App. it consists of all the Grammar units already used in the
concerned short story.

Present Simple T ensce

& B Click on the correct option.
1. Bob atways drink / drinks tea in the moming.

2. What do / does she like / likes?
3. My sister don’t / doesn’t play tennis.

1. Who Saiy n Spain? (visit)
She her aunt and uncle. (visit)

Ed Tom to school by bus? (go)
No. he doesn't. He to school on foot. (go)
3. What she on TV? (watch)
she e news but she soap operas.
watch) (Aot watch)
a they g7 (ike)
Yes. they do. but they running. (not like)
5. When you toa match? (go)
' 1o a football match on Sundays. (9o)
e

L I s [

Figure (3.12) Gammatical Units

3.13 This interface makes the learners access the correct pro-
nunciation of words in two accents (British and American) in
addition to the meanings, stress and illustration.

| ]

WED 0

Figure (3.13): Pronunciation of Words
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4.0 Conclusion::

Integration of technology and teaching is no more an option.
In fact, it is a must, as the digital development has made a great
change in our world today. Many communities in the world are
turning into digital communities, where the digital technology
plays major role in their daily and routine lives. Technology is
used in office and home. Some people can do their office work at
home now. Technology is widely used in the virtual classes today,
where millions of students do not need to physically attend school,
as they can have access to education at home, with easy and great
convenience. This programme is an attempt to digitalize our edu-
cation especially language Education, where English as a major
language is needed all over the world. English is the language of
politics, economics, science, arts and technology as well as tour-
ism. An 80% of the Digital Content is written in English. Our
young learners are in practical need for such kind of learning to
facilitate language acquisition and to be able to participate in this
fast and vast growing global economy.
5.1 Educational impaction: This programme as we have shown
can be easily used by students in the general education in elemen-
tary or secondary schools as well as university students. It is de-
signed to be easily accessed and managed. Parents can also find
good resource in it to help their sons and daughters at home.
4.2 Recommendations:

So to make this programme applicable it will need:

o An Android application programmer.

o Web-pages programmer.

» Two to three English language teachers to design MCQs,

Multiple Choice Questions and the spelling which are built-in

features in the application to meet the requirements, these

MCQs and the spelling should cover all the short stories al-

ready in the application.

« Three to four data entry technicians.

e Financial support
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Abstract :

The study aimed to investigate the factors that cause EFL
attrition among learners; it was applied in university of Dongola
faculty of education — Merowe — English department second &
third level in the academic year 2021-2022. (30) Students of (47)
were selected randomly; primary data was collected via a ques-
tionnaire consisted of 13 items, the researchers used the descrip-
tive analytic method and the results of statistical analysis found
that: Without practicing learners’ loss the language as they pro-
gressed in age, it also proved that frequency of using the language,
learners’ environment and motivation are effected factors of losing
the language. The researchers recommend that: preparing suitable
environment to enable learners to practice the language frequently
and boost their motivation and establish a permanent to meet learn-
ers’ needs.

Key Words: Language attrition, factors, L1, L2, EFL, Collegian
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1. Introduction

Language attrition has been viewed as the inverse process
of language acquisition. In 1980, the conference on the Attrition of
Language Skill held at University of Pennsylvania opened the pre-
lude to language attrition research, which then has been developed
into a hot topic in the area of language research. Vocabulary acqui-
sition 1s not a tidy linear affair, with only incremental advancement
and no backsliding. All teachers recognize that learners easily for-
get material as well. This forgetting is a natural phenomenon of
learning, which has been described as the bilingual or multi-lin-
gual’s ability of using one specific language regresses with time
due to reduction or cease of use (Wang Mi 2016 p75).

Language attrition is the process of losing a native or first
language. This process is generally caused by both isolation from
speakers of the first language “L1” and the acquisition and use of
a second language «L.2», which interferes with the correct produc-
tion and comprehension of the first language. Such interfer-
ence from a second language is probably experienced to some
extent by all bilinguals, but is most evident among speakers for
whom a language other than their first has started to play an im-
portant role, if not dominant, role in everyday life; these speakers
are more likely to experience language attrition.

Language attrition is the most common term used for any
“Loss of language skills” that occurs after some years of non-ex-
posure (Moorcraft & Gardner, 1987). Attrition refers to the
non-pathological loss of a language in bilinguals; generally speak-
ing, changes in the linguistic environment and termination of an
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instructional program may lead to attrition” (Kopke & Schmid,
2004, Marefat & Rohshad, 2007).

Language attrition (language loss) is a multi-dimensional
phenomenon which has been studied from a variety of perspec-
tives e.g. Psycholinguistics, Neuro-linguistics, and Sociolinguis-
tics (Gurel, 2004, p.53).
2.0bjectives of the Study:

Identifying factors that cause language attrition including
psychological and environmental influences.

Evaluating how language attrition affects individuals’ com-
munication abilities and culture identity.

Examining the effective strategies for maintaining language
proficiency.

Enhancing the understanding of language processing and
cognitive functions in relation to language loss.

Understanding how language attrition various across differ-
ent age, groups, and geographical location.

3.Questions of the Study:

To what extent do progress in age and environment affect in lan-
guage attrition?

How far students’ motivation and frequency of use caused in lan-
guage attrition?

4. Literature Review and the Previous Studies:

4.1 Language Attrition

According to (Wang Mi 2016) language attrition may refer
to the loss of any language or any portion of a language by an in-
dividual or a speech community. It may refer to the declining use
of mother tongue skills by those in bilingual situations or among
ethnic minorities in (some) language contact situations where one
language, for political or social reasons, comes to replace another.
Language attrition also refers to the deterioration of language skills
in neurologically impaired patients and to the decline of certain
types of language usage by the elderly. Likewise, language attri-
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tion may be used to describe the death of an entire language. There
is yet another sense in which the term language skill attrition is
used which has received considerably less attention. That is the
loss of language skills by those who have studied and then discon-
tinued the use it as a second language

Attrition is the loss or reduces of one aspect or many aspects
of language of individuals or speech community. (Zhong Shuneng
2003. Cited by Wang Mi 2016). Language attrition is the most
common term used for any “Loss of language skills” that occurs
after some years of non-exposure (Moorcraft & Gardner, 1987).
Attrition refers to the non-pathological loss of a language in bilin-
guals; generally speaking, changes in the linguistic environment
and termination of an instructional program may lead to attrition”
(Marefat & Rohshad, 2007).

Attrition can be described in two ways, as a process or as a
phenomenon. The definition of the process is deceptively simple:
When we are looking at attrition, we are dealing with “the non-patho-
logical decrease in a language that had previously been acquired by
an individual” (K6pke & Schmid, 2004:5). In other words, attrition
investigates the situation where a speaker (of L1 or a later learned
second or foreign language) can no longer do something which s/he
had previously been able to do, and this loss of proficiency is not
caused by a deterioration of the brain due to age, illness or injury,
but by a change in linguistic behaviour due to a severance of the
contact with the community in which the language is spoken.

4.2 Categorization of Language Attrition

4.2.1 Short-term Attrition

Short-term attrition is an important issue for second lan-
guage acquisition and vocabulary in particular. The key issue is
how long a memory trace from an exposure can endure, so that it
can be subsequently built upon. If this period is exceeded, then the
next exposure will merely be starting over with no incremental

gain. (Norbert Schmitt 2009)
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Syllabuses should be designed so that vocabulary recycling
occurs within the “retention period”. Another example is the inci-
dental learning from reading. A learner must read enough so that a
new lexical item will be met again before its memory trace disap-
pears. The length of the retention period will dictate the maximum
number of pages which can be read before the item needs to occur
again. The high level language learners would benefit from this
kind of information particularly. Thus, the retention period may
vary in systematic ways. A related issue about which little is known
1s the number of exposures which are necessary to make vocabu-
lary knowledge durable. (Wang Mi 2016)

4.2.2 Long-term Attrition

It appears that learners who achieved relatively high levels
of proficiency are more resistant to the initial attrition, and main-
tain a steady stage before attrition begins (Hansen, Umeda, and
McKinney, 2002).

5. Influenced Factors of Attrition:

There are several factors which affect the process. Frequent
exposure and use of a particular language is often assumed ade-
quate to maintain the native language system intact. However, re-
searches have often failed to confirm this prediction, Schmid
(2008). A positive attitude towards the potentially losing language
or its speech community and motivation to retain the language are
other factors which may reduce attrition. These factors are too dif-
ficult to confirm by research, Elise and Schmid (2010). However,
a person’s age can well predict the likelihood of attrition; children
are demonstrably more likely to lose their first language than
adults, Bylund (2009).

These factors are similar to those that affect second-lan-
guage acquisition and the two processes are sometimes compared.
However, the overall impact of these factors is far less than that for
second language acquisition. According to Reilly, Tarey (1988):
“Language acquisition and maintenance depend on instructional
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factors, relating to the way it which the language is initially ac-
quired; cultural factors, relating to the status and usefulness of the
language in a particular society; and personality factors, relating to
individual characteristic of the speaker”. Therefore, exploring
these factors could help learners and teachers to seek the effective
methods to prevent the loss of language skills.

Factors that affect language attrition can be divided into two
categories: internal and external.

5.1 Internal Factors
5.1.1 Age Effect

Children are more susceptible to (first) language attrition
than adults. Research shows an age effect around the ages of 8
through 13 Bylund (2009). Before this time period, a first language
can attrite under certain circumstances, the most prominent being
a sudden decline in exposure to the first language. Various case
studies show that children who emigrate before puberty and have
little to no exposure to their first language end up losing the first
language. Attrition of a first language does not guarantee an ad-
vantage in learning a second language, Park, H. etal (2009).

On the other hand, L1 attrition may also occur if the overall
effort to maintain the first language is insufficient while exposed to
a dominant L2 environment. Another recent investigation, focus-
ing on the development of language in late bilinguals (i.e. adults
past puberty), has claimed that maintenance of the mother tongue
in an L1 environment requires little to no maintenance for individ-
uals, whereas those in the L2 environment have an additive re-
quirement for the maintenance of the L1 and the development of
the L2 (Opitz, 2013).

5.1.2 Motivation

Archibald (1997) defined motivation as the willingness and
desire to learn a second language, or, in the case of attrition, the
incentive to maintain a language. Motivation can be split into four
categories, but it is often simply split into two distinct forms: the
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instrumental and the integrative. Naseri N etal (2011), Instrumen-
tal motivation, in the case of attrition, is the desire to maintain a
language in order to complete a specific goal, i.e. maintaining a
language to maintain a job. Integrative motivation, however, is
motivation that comes from a desire to fit in or maintain one’s cul-
tural ties. These inferences can be drawn, as strategies for knowl-
edge maintenance will, by definition, precisely oppose actions that
lead to forgetting.

Archibald (1997) there are differences in attrition related to
motivation depending on the type at hand. Instrumental motiva-
tion is often less potent than integrative motivation, but, given suf-
ficient incentives, it can be equally as powerful. A 1972 study by
Gardner and Lambert emphasized the importance of integrative
motivation in particular in regards to factors relating to language
acquisition, and, by extension, language attrition. Al Rifai N
(2010).

5.1.3 Engagement

According to Wang Mi (2016) Engagement is one of the
important factors in vocabulary acquisition. It is a commonsense
that the more a learner engages with a new word, the more likely
he/she is to learn it. Laufer and Hulstijn (2001) guessed that the
total involvement of vocabulary acquisition contains three compo-
nents: need, search, and evaluation. Need is the requirement for a
linguistic feature in order to achieve some desired task. Search is
the attempt to find the required information, e.g. looking up the
meaning of that word in a dictionary. Evaluation refers to the in-
formation of a word or with the context of use.

5.1.4 Foreign Language Proficiency Prior to the Attrition

Foreign language proficiency prior to the attrition is one of
the most influential factors resulting to the foreign language attri-
tion. When the foreign language learners stop learning, they will
not be affected so much. Some prestigious scholars aboard do
many researches in this field. Receptive skills have a significant
correlation with language proficiency prior to attrition. Liu Wei
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(2010) indicated that initial proficiency is proved to be negatively
related to the attrition of language skills.

5.2 External Factors

5.2.1 Frequency of Use

Yeh & Lin (2015). Frequency of use has been shown to be
an important factor in language attrition. Decline in use of a given
language leads to gradual loss of that language Dominguez (2013).

In the face of much evidence to the contrary, one study is
often cited to suggest that frequency of use does not correlate
strongly with language attrition. Their methodology, however, can
be called into question, especially concerning the small sample
size and the reliance on self-reported data. The researchers them-
selves state that their findings may be inaccurate. The overall evi-
dence suggests that frequency of use is a strong indicator of lan-
guage attrition Yeh & Lin (2015).
5.2.2 Language Learning Environment

The degree of foreign language attrition is closely related to

language environment. That is, if one stops learning and there is
no language learning environment, then the foreign language
learners will suffer foreign language attrition; If learners acquire
foreign language at school, then a period of attrition in foreign
language also can lead to attrition.
6. Methodology
6.1 The questionnaire

The researchers designed a questionnaire that consists of
(13) items. The questionnaire was distributed into two main ques-
tions, as in Table (1).

Table (1) shows the distribution of the questionnaire to the

Axes.
Questions Items
: To what extent do progress in age and Envi-
First : 2 5
ronment affect in language attrition?
How far students’ motivation and frequency
Second : i 8
of use caused in language attrition?

£2024 pouwd- 21446 5,5V golr-0sdally glull susll-dsillly dundilly Lol Oyl o3 de 170




Dr. Adam Yousif Mustafa -D. Mohammed Bakri Hadidi

6.2 Validity and Reliability of the Questionnaire
6.2.1 Questionnaire Validity

To achieve the face validity, the researchers showed the in-
struments to experts who added some amendments on the ques-
tionnaire.

To measure the subjective validity and the fitness with the
research population, the researchers did a pilot study, and then the
researcher used Alpha Cronbach correlation to measure the valid-
ity of the axes. The analyses resulted as in the table below:

Table (2) the instrument validity
Axes N | Questions | Mean | Std. Deviation | Sig
First 30 5 7.9 83 0.000

Second | 30 8 12.6 1.40 0.000
6.2.2 Questionnaire Reliability
The researchers used the two ways (Spearman) and (Pear-

son) to check the reliability of the measurement.
Table (3) Pearson and Spearman’s Correlations of the measurement

reliability
Pearson , . .
Axes | N Correlation Spearman’s correlation | Sig
First | 30 0.71%* 0.65%* 0.000
Second | 30 0.91** 0.92%* 0.000

** Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).
7. Data Analysis and Discussion

7.1 Testing Hypotheses Result
Table (4) first hypotheses result

No Staﬁﬁ‘;‘e“t Mean | Std. Dev. | T.t value | Df | Sig
30 5 700 | 083 | 5205 |29 0.000

The first question is “To what extent do progress in age and
Environment affect in language attrition?”, the T. test value for the
difference between the mean and students’ opinions, and the affec-
tion of their progress in age and environment on vocabulary attri-
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tion is (52.50), It is statistically significant, this indicates indicate
that the factors of progress in age and environment play a great
role in vocabulary attrition the. This agreed with (Burke 1997)
“Age can affect some cognitive processes, which will lead to im-

paired performance on some tasks”
Table (5) second hypothesis result

No Statlf;‘e“t Mean | Std. Dev. | T.t value | Df | Sig
30| 8 |1260] 140 | 5002 | 29 | 0.000

The second question is “ How far students’ motivation and
frequency of use caused in language attrition?”’ the results showed
that the T-test value for the difference between the mean and stu-
dents’ answers and the impact of how far students’ motivation and
frequency of use caused is (50.02), It’s statistically significant, i.e.
students’ standards on a certain subject, background, and knowl-
edge cause mainly in test anxiety.
8.Conclusion and Main Findings:

The study found that the vocabulary attrition spread among
learners due to their environment, because they aren’t surrounded
by English speakers, the matter that reduce their opportunity of
practicing, when learners move on without practicing they will
lose the language as long they progressed in age, this agreed with
the study of Burke (1997) “age can affect some cognitive process-
es which will lead to impaired performance in some tasks™ .the
result proved that one main major of vocabulary attrition is low
frequency, motivation as — proved statistically- plays great role in
losing vocabularies because, when they escape their class and
sleep or even feel sleepy, this can decline their chance in revising
old vocabulary or learning new one.

Since the term language attrition refers to the gradual de-
cline in FL proficiency, as speaker use Llrequently and became
more proficient (or even dominate) in it, some aspect of L1 can
deteriorate or become subject to FL influence.
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Abstract:
The study have been conducted in El-Obeid city, North Kordofan
State, Sudan, 2020-2023.The aim of th study in is to assess the nutritional

status of Quran pupils (6-14 years) living in dormitories of khalwas (tradi-
tional Quran schools) by determining the body mass index, the Anthropomet-
ric measurements to determine the stunting and wasting. The study has been
carried out according to cross sectional design using the analytic and descrip-
tive curriculum. The importance of the study is to know the major causes
which lead deteriorate the nutritional status and the health of the Quran pupils
. Simple random techniques were adopted in selecting the khalwas (ten out of
twenty, each accommodate about 28 — 30 child of 6 — 14 year) as well as the
responded children (146 out of 280). Quran pupils of more than 14 years old
were excluded. A structured interview questionnaire was used to collect data
about the nutritional pattern. The basic Anthropometric measurements (weight
and height) were done according to the standard procedures. The anthropo-
metric data which includes; weight, Height and ages were manipulated using
WHO Anthro-plus program to generate key nutritional indicators such as
Height for Age Z score etc. Data collected were analyzed using descriptive
statistics with the aid of SPSS software version 18.00 (SPSS Inc. Chicago, IL,
USA). Cross-Tabulation was performed to compare various factors. Chi-
Square was used to check the significance of the differences (p < 0. 05).The
study showed that, the most important results are the majority of khalwas
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boys get food from outside the dormitories (mainly begging in the neighbor-
hood). Data indicated that all Quran pupils got no pocket money to purchase
food and their food was lacking animal foods as well as fresh fruits and veg-
etables. Weight of the surveyed children ranged between 18 and 47 Kg, 45%
demonstrated weights varying from 18 to 27 Kg. Heights were 114 - 154 cm,
half of the children (52%) showed heights of 127 — 139 cm. Statistical analy-
sis revealed that weight significantly related to family size and paternal occu-
pation. Height was found to be significantly related to source of food, age,
weight and period of stay at the khalwa boarding houses. Only 18% of the
khalwa boys obeyed the typical weight per age growth curve, 28% complied
with the standard weight per height growth curve, whereas 61% of them were
under weight.
Keywords: Quran pupils Body mass index Anthropometric measurements
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Methodology and Data Collection
Study Area:

The study was accomplished in Elobeid, Shiekan locality, Northern
Kordofan State-Sudan, its total area of the locality is 8080 square km with
population of 540,898 (CBS, 2009) and consist of three rural administrative
areas (Kazegil, Abu Haraz and Um Simema) in addition to Elobeid city.
Study Design and sampling:

The study has been carried out according to cross sectional design. Only khal-
was (traditional Quran schools) with dormitory were considered. Simple ran-
dom techniques were adopted in selecting the khalwas (ten out of twenty,
each accommodate about 28 — 30 child of 6 — 14 year) as well as the respond-
ed children (146 out of 280). Quran pupils of more than 14 years old were
excluded.

Anthropometric measurements:

The basic Anthropometric measurements (weight and height) were
done according to the standard procedures. Weight was measured to the near-
est 0.1 kg using an electronic bathroom scale, capacity of 125 kg, designed
for personal body weighing. Measurements of height to the nearest 0.1 cm
were done using the Stanley (Mobo 04-116 Microtoise) steel tape. The an-
thropometric data which includes; weight, Height and ages were manipulated
using WHO Anthro-plus program to generate key nutritional indicators such

as Height for Age Z score etc.
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Statistical Analysis:

Data collected were analyzed using descriptive statistics with the aid of
SPSS software version 18.00 (SPSS Inc. Chicago, IL, USA). Cross-Tabula-
tion was performed to compare various factors. Chi-Square was used to check
the significance of the differences (p < 0. 05).

Results and Discussion
Nutritional pattern:

The study revealed that, about 38% of the studied children acquire their
food from khalwa (Fig. 1), whereas the majority gets food from other sources
(mainly begging in the neighborhood). On the other hand, all of the eligible
boys experienced no regular meals. Data collected indicated that all respond-
ents got no pocket money to purchase food. Beside that their food was lacking
animal foods (milk, ghee, egg, liver etc) as well as fresh fruits and vegetables.
Similarly, Naresh et al. (2011) stated that poor intakes of green vegetables
were significantly associated with malnutrition among primary school pupils
of Ahmedabad city-India. However, poverty was ranked first among reasons
for malnutrition followed by improper dietary choices and unavailability of
healthy foods (Sardar et al., 2021).

Also, the weight of the surveyed children was found to range between
18 and 47 Kg. About 55% showed weight of more than 27 Kg (28 —37 Kg for
50%; 38 — 47 Kg for 5%), while the rest of the khalwa students (45%) demon-
strated weights varying from 18 to 27 Kg (Fig. 2). Moreover, the minimum
and maximum heights were 114 and 154 cm, respectively. Half of the chil-
dren (52%) showed heights in the range of 127 — 139 cm, about 29% were
above 139 cm, although 19% were below 127 cm (Fig. 3). In a study carried
out in northern Ethiopia in children aged between 6 — 9 years, the mean body
weight ranged from 18.4 to 19.0 Kg with overall mean of 18.7 Kg, whereas
he average height varied between 115 and 117 cm with overall mean of 116
cm (Kassaye et al., 2001). Also, in study carried out at district Abbottabad,
Pakistan among school going children, results showed that the mean age was
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11.67 years, height was 144.93 cm and weight was 37.69 kg (Marwat et al., 2019).
From Table 1 it can be realized that most of the children in the weight catego-
ries 18 —27 and 28 — 37 Kg (71% and 56%, respectively) get their food from
outside sources, while the remaining children relied exclusively on the food
provided by the khalwa. Conversely, 57% of the children who weighed 38 —
47 Kg ate just the food supplied by the khalwa. Equally, the majority of boys
in the height groups 114 — 126 and 127 — 139 cm (82% and 64%, correspond-
ingly) obtain their food from other sources. In contrast, 56% of children with
140 — 152 cm height depended solely on food given by the khalwa (Table 1).
Statistical analysis revealed no significant relationship between food source
and weight (y2 = 4.53; p value 0.10). Conversely, food source showed signif-
icant relationship with height (32 = 11.36; p value 0.010).

The Anthropometric measurements

Weight

As presented in Table 2, two thirds (67%) of the khalwa pupils of less
than 27 Kg body weight were 6 to 10 years old. While 33% were 11 to 14
years old. Conversely, 92% of the 28 — 37 Kg children their age ranged be-
tween 11 to 17 years. On the other hand all children of the weight category 38
— 47 Kg were 11 to 14 years old. It is obvious that the majority (%88) of the
6 — 11 years old children fall within the 18 — 27 Kg category. On the other
hand, 70% of the 11 — 14 years old boys showed body weight of 28 — 37 Kg.
However, statistical analysis revealed highly significant relation between
weight and age (¥2 = 56.41; p value 0.000).

Half of the children (50%) who lived for less than one year in the dor-
mitories showed body weight of 18 - 27 Kg, 44% were 28 — 37 Kg and merely
%6 were 38 — 47 Kg. For those resided for 1 — 3 years, 53% were of 28 — 37
Kg,% 44 were 18 — 27 Kg and only %3 acquired body weight higher than 37
Kg. Similarly, pupils settled in the khalwa boarding houses for more than
three years %56, %33 and 11% of them recorded 28-37, 18-27 and 38— 47
Kg, respectively (Table 1). Insignificant relation was noticed between weight
and living duration in the dormitories (¥2 = 2.59; p value 0.63).

e e
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More than two thirds (%72) of the children who enjoyed holidays at
home showed moderate body weight of 28 — 37 Kg, while the rest of the chil-
dren gained weight of 18 — 27 Kg. However, none of them weighed more
than 37 Kg. In contrast, nearly half of the Quran pupils who dwell continu-
ously throughout the year in the boarding houses (48%) gained body weight
of 18 - 27 Kg. Similar portion (%47) of boys’ demonstrated weight of 28 —
37% Kg. However, just 5% weighed 38 — 47 Kg. It is obvious that, children
who stay entirely in the dormitories all through the year constitute 92%, 82%
and 100% of the three body weight groups 18 — 27, 28 — 37 and 38 — 47 Kg,
respectively (Table 2). Statistical analysis revealed no significant relationship
between weight and period of stay at the boarding houses of the khalwa (32 =
4.39; p value 0.11)

As illustrated in Table 3. More than half (59%) the children who belong
to families of 4 — 9 members showed body weight of 18 — 27 Kg. The rest of
them (41%) were 28 — 37 Kg. On the other hand, the majority (56%) of the
pupils who came from families of 10 — 15 and more than 15 persons gained
weight of 28 —37 Kg. . Statistical analysis revealed highly significant relation
between weight and family size (¥2 = 11.73; p value 0.02). Similarly, Asim
and Nawaz (2018) stated that large family size, early marriages and higher
birth rate were major reasons for malnutrition in children.

From Table 4, it was obvious that when fathers were local traders and
traditional farmers, the weights of more than half of the children (58% and
55%, respectively) range between 28 and 37 Kg. Conversely, when the fa-
thers were manual workers, 56% of the children showed body weight of 18
— 27 Kg, whereas 42% showed 28 — 37 Kg and merely 2% were 38 — 47 Kg.
Present investigation indicated that weight was significantly associated with
paternal occupation (y2 = 14.65; p value = 0.020).

Height

All children of 6 — 10 years old showed heights shorter than 140 cm,

while %97 of children of 11 — 14 years old demonstrated heights longer than
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140 cm. Similarly, the heights of 99% of the boys with body weight of 18 —27
Kg were less than 140 cm, whereas the same percentage of children with
weights of 28 — 37 Kg recorded heights of more than 140 cm. On the other
hand, all the 7 pupils weighted 38 — 47 Kg; their heights were in the range of
140 — 152 cm (Table 5). However, statistical analysis revealed highly signifi-
cant relation between height and age (%2 = 59.60; p value 0.000) as well as
height and weight (x2 = 71.80; p value 0.000).

Approximately half of the children who lived in the dormitories for
duration less than 3 years (70 out of 137; 51%) showed medium heights of
127 — 139 cm. Likewise, two thirds (67%) of those lived in boarding house
for more than 3 years showed the same height range, but 33% of them demon-
strated greater heights of 140 — 152 cm. Roughly 50% of the Khalwa boys
who take occasional holidays their height were from 127 to 139 cm, 44% of
them 140 to 152 cm and only 6% have height of less than 127 cm. On the
other hand, 52% of Quran pupils who stay in the dormitories throughout the
entire year gained heights Of 127 — 139 cm, 27% of them their heights were
found to measure up to 140 — 152 cm and about 21% showed heights ranging
between 114 — 127 cm (Table 5). Height was found to be insignificantly relat-
ed to duration of residence in the dormetories (32 = 7.63; p value 0.27), but
significantly related to period of stay at the khalwa boarding houses (y2 =
9.97; p value 0.020).

Body mass index BMI (malnutrition)

As illustrated in Fig. 4, only 39% of the target children were found to
have normal body weight. On the other hand 61% were under weight. How-
ever, in a study conducted at the urban Bareily District-India, nearly 48.5% of
children (3 — 12 years) were found to be underweight (Swati and Esam, 2012).
Among primary school children in Assiut city-Eygpt aged 9 — 13 years, dis-
tribution of BMI values indicated that 41.2% of the students were under-
weight, 14.4% overweight and 44.4% of them had normal BMI (Marzouk et

al., 2021)
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Weight/age growth curve (stunting):

As depicted in Fig. 5, greater part (39%) of the investigated children
have moderate stunting (Z score >-1SD), 30% demonstrated mild stunting (Z
score >-2SD) and merely 13% complained from severe stunting (Z score
>-3SD). However, 18% of the khalwa boys obeyed the typical weight per age
growth curve. Recent reports concluded that the overall prevalence of stunt-
ing was 22.5% among school children aged 6 to 15 years in Gombe State,
Nigeria (Danjin et al.; 2020), 7.8% in Egyptian governmental primary school
children aged 6-12 years (Metwally et al., 2020) and 15.13% among public
primary school pupils of Bahir Dar city, Ethiopia, with the mean age of 10.15
years (Bantie et al., 2021).
Weight/height growth curve (wasting)
Referring to Fig. 6, the biggest segment of the respondents (47%) showed
mild wasting (Z score >-1SD), 21% have moderate wasting (Z score >-2SD)
and only 4% suffered severe wasting (Z score >-3SD). Though, 28% of the
respondents complied with the standard weight per height growth curve. The
magnitude of wasting among primary School Children in Myanmar was 15%
(Hlaing et al., 2021), in Kallin District, Kafr El-Sheikh Governorate-Egypt
was 8.3% (Koabar et al., 2018) and 9% in Gondar town, northwest, Ethiopia
(Getaneh et al., 2019). Nevertheless, Kassaye et al. (2001) reported that 10.4%
of northern Ethiopian children in the age of 6 -9 years were wasted.
Conclusion

It is quite evident from the findings of this study that underweight,
stunting and wasting are prevalent among the majority of khalwa children and
thus constitutes a major public health in the study area.
Recommendations

It is recommended that a multi-sectoral approach to addressing the
problem be instituted by government and all stakeholders. The situation calls
for urgent and prompt action in term of primordial and primary prevention.

Also, knowledge about healthy eating and good health practices and how to
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make use of the available resources should be disseminate among khalwas

children and supervisors.

m khalwa

M others

Fig. 1: Source of food
(Haroun,2023) the researcher

38-47

28-37

18-27

Fig. 2: Weight (Kg)
(Haroun,2023) the researcher
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140to152 127to 139 11410126

Fig. 3: Height (cm)
(Haroun,2023) the researcher
Table 1: Weight and height according to source of food (descriptive statistics
with the aid of SPSS software version 18.00) ),2023

Food source e p value
Khalwa Other
Weight (Kg) 18-27 | Count 19 47
%within weight %29 %71
%within source %35 %52
28-37 | Count 32 41
%within weight %44 %56
Y%within source %358 %45
38-47 | Count 4 3
%within weight %357 %43
Y%within source %7 %3
4.53 0.10
Height (cm) | 114-126 | Count 5 23
%within height %18 82%
%within source %9 25%
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Food source e p value
Khalwa Other

127-139 | Count 27 49

%within height %36 %64

%within source %49 %54
140-152 | Count 23 19

%within height %356 %44

%within source %42 %21

11.36 0.01

Table 2: Age, living duration and period of stay in the dormitories for each

weight group
(descriptive statistics with the aid of SPSS software version 18.00) ),2023
Weight (Kg) 1 vall)ue

18-27 | 28-37 | 38-47

Age (Year) 6-10 | Count 44 6 0
% within age %88 %12 %0
% within weight %67 %8 %0
11-14 | Count 22 67 7
% within age %23 %70 %7
% within weight %33 92% | %100
56.41 | 0.00
<1
Living duration Count 23 20 3
years
% within duration | %50 %44 %6
% within weight %35 %27 | %43
1-3
Count 40 48 3
years
% within duration | %44 %53 %3
% within weight %61 %66 | %43
>3
Count 3 5 1
years

% within duration 33% 56% %11

£2024 pouwd- 21446 5,5V golzr-0sdally glul sustl-dysillly duuddly Do) Slulyull p3ld)) Ao




Assessment of Nutritional Status of Quran pupils in EI-Obeid City, North Kordofan State) 2020-2023AD)

Weight (Kg) 7 Vall’ue
18-27 | 28-37 | 38-47
% within weight 4% 7% %14
2.59 | 0.63
Period of Stay zzlyls Count 5 13 0
% within period %28 %72 %0
% within weight %38 %18 %0
No | Count 61 60 7
% within period %48 %47 %5
% within weight %92 %82 | %100
439 | 0.11

Table 3: Family size for each weight group(descriptive statistics with
the aid of SPSS software version 18.00) ),2023

Size Weight (Kg) ' p value
18-27 28-37 38-47
4-9 Count 35 24 0
% within size %359 %41 %0
% within weight %353 %33 %0
10-15 Count 26 40 5
% within size %37 %56 %7
% within weight %39 %55 %71
>15 Count 5 9 2
% within size %31 %56 %13
% within weight %8 %12 %29
11.73 0.02
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Table 4: Paternal occupation for each weight group(descriptive statistics
with the aid of SPSS software version 18.00) ),2023

Occupation Weight (Kg) x> p value

Trader Count 10 15 1

% within

. %15 %20 %14
weight

% within

. %40 %55 %5
occupation

Worker Count 28 21 1

% within

weight

%42 %29 %14

% within

. %33 %33 %33
occupation

14.65 0.02

Table 5: Age, weight, living duration and period of stay in the dormitories for
each height group (descriptive statistics with the aid of SPSS software version
18.00),2023
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Height (cm) ) P
14126 | 127-139 | 140-152 | * | value
Age (year) 6-10 | Count 25 25 0
%within age %350 %50 %0
Y%within height %89 %33 %0
11-14 | Count 3 51 42
%within age %3 %353 %44
%within height %11 %67 %100 59.60 | 0.00
Weight 18-27 | Count 27 38 1
(Kg)
%within weight | %41 %58 %1
Y%within height %96 %350 %2
28-37 | Count 1 38 34
Y%within weight %1 %52 %47
%within height %4 %50 %381
38-47 | Count 0 0 7
%within weight %0 %0 %100
Y%within height %0 %0 %17 71.80 | 0.00
Duration <1 Count 13 18 15
(year)
Y%within dura- | %28 %39 %33
tion
%within height %46 %24 %37
1-3 Count 15 52 24
%within dura- | %17 %57 26%
tion
Y%within height %54 %68 56%
>3 Count 0 6 3
Y%within  dura- %0 %67 %33
tion
%within height 0 %8 %7 7.63 | 027
Period holiday | Count 1 9 8
%within period %06 %50 %44

£2024 pouwd- 21446 5,5V goler-09sally gl susll-dsillly dundilly Lol Ololyull 3 de 188




Dr. Mymona Arabi Haroun -Dr. Abdalla Abdelsamad Abdalla

Height (cm) ) p
114-126 | 127-139 | 140-152 x value
%within height %4 %12 %17
No Count 27 67 34
Y%within period %21 %52 %27
%within height %96 %88 %83 997 | 0.02
>-35D
>25D
>-1SD
Mean

Fig. 4: Body mass index (Z score)
With the aid of WHO Anthro-plus program :(Haroun,2023) the researcher

a5 % T

s WWHD child growth stand ards (bitth to 50 months), WHO referance 2007 (51 months to 19 years)

an % - = Al children (=146 . B

Children

-5care

Fig. 5 Weight/age growth curve compared to WHO standards
With the aid of WHO Anthro-plus program :(Haroun,2023) the
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researcher

- T T T T T T T T ]

e NWHO child grovth standards (bith to 60 months), WHO reference 2007 (51 months to 19 years)
— Allchildreﬁwh‘ﬂ)

28%

Children

0% -

15 % -

0% -

e e o o B I S L e B
-5care

Fig. 6: Weight/height growth curve compared to WHO standards
With the aid of WHO Anthro-plus program : (Haroun,2023) the
researcher
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Investigating Oral Communication Strate-
gies among Sudanese EFL Learners:
Gender in Focus

A.Elfadil Mahgoub Ibrahim Alzaiem Alzhari University

Abstract:

The study investigated the impact of gender on oral commu-
nication strategy (OCS) use among Sudanese EFL learners. To this
end, 219 undergraduate EFL learners (97 males and 122 females)
in three different universities (Sudan) were randomly selected as
participants. Furthermore, the OCS inventory survey was used for
data collection. The ANOVA results of the data analysis revealed
significant gender-related differences in the use of overall oral
communication strategies in favor of female learners. In addition,
female learners excelled their male peers in the use of meaning-ne-
gotiating and social-affective strategies. Male learners, on the oth-
er hand, showed greater preference for accuracy-oriented strate-
gies than did the females. The findings suggested a number of
pedagogical implications for the teaching and learning of English
for Sudanese EFL learners at the university level.

Key Words: Oral Communication Strategy, Gender, L2 Fluency
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1. Introduction

Communication is deemed to be of paramount importance in
foreign language learning for being the way learners experience
the language. If learners experience difficulties, their language
learning process may be disrupted. That being so, some learners
tend to resort to learning strategies which are “the conscious
thoughts and behaviors used by learners to help them better under-
stand, learn, and remember the target language information” (Na-
katani, 2010, p. 116). Communication strategies (CSs) are counted
amongst these strategies, and they are exploited to resolve com-
municative disruptions and reinforce interaction in the target lan-
guage (Dornyei & Scott, 1997; Tarone, 1980). However, it has
been upwards of 40 years since the first research effort in oral
communication strategy (OCS) was carried out and yet OCS re-
search is, as Skehan (1989, p. 98) points out, “still at an embryon-
ic stage”. This may be due to the extensive scope of the OCS area,
which involves not only the learners’ learning process, but also the
relationship of their learning to other learner-related variables. A
plethora of research has been conducted seeking to establish a re-
lationship between OCS use and various learner-related factors,
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such as gender (e.g. Wharton, 2000; Gavriilidou & Papanis, 2010;
Vrettou, 2011), age (e.g. Purdie & Oliver, 1999; Psaltou-Joycey
& Sougari, 2010), proficiency (e.g. Phillips, 1991; Park, 1997;
Kazamia, 2003), motivation (e.g. Ramirez, 1986; Oxford &
Nyikos, 1989), and prior learning experience (e.g. Jessner, 1999;
Bialystok, 2001; Vrettou, 2009). However, most of these studies
have almost focused on the influences of learners’ use of OCS in
English as a Second Language (ESL) context. In English as a for-
eign language (EFL) context, on the other hand, research into OCS
has been conducted in South East Asia (Rahimi et al., 20080). The
findings of these studies can hardly be applicable to EFL learning
contexts of other ethnic groups (Wharton, 2000). There is there-
fore a strong need for context-specific studies to explore the poten-
tial factors which influence learners’ choice of OCSs. There are a
good number of studies in various EFL contexts, nevertheless; it
was observed that there is a need for an investigation on oral com-
munication strategies within the context of Sudanese learners of
English as a foreign language. With these concerns, this study aims
to contribute to the existing body of literature by investigating the
effect of gender on Sudanese EFL learners’ choice of OCSs

2. Literature Review
Oral Communication Strategies

The approach adopted by Tarone, Cohen and Dumas in their
“A closer look at some interlanguage terminology” (originally)
published in 1976) is firmly rooted in the tradition of error analy-
sis: the analyst tried to account for the erroneous aspects of leaner
language and does so by explaining these as the product of various
process-level phenomena like transfer and generalization (cf. Se-
linker’s five central processes’ of L2 learning and communication,
1972). It 1s significant that communication strategies are not seen
by Tarone, Cohen and Dumas as a specific way of communicating
in IL, as is the case with later definition (as exemplified by the
subsequent three contributions). Furthermore, communication
strategies are related to the analyst’s not the leaner’s point of view:
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it is irrelevant whether a specific item produced by a learner is in
accordance with the learner’s IL system or not, as long as it is er-
roneous compared to the target norm; in this case the item would
be characterized as the product of communication strategy accord-
ing to Tarone, Cohen and Dumas. Corder (1978) observes a clear
distinction between learning strategies and communication strate-
gies, a distinction which is further discussed in our contribution
and in Tarone’s paper. According to Corder (1978), learning strat-
egies contribute to the development of IL system, whereas com-
munication strategies are used by a speaker when faced with some
difficulty to his communicative ends outrunning his communica-
tive means, in such cases, the learner can either adjust his message
to his communicative resources by adopting a risk-avoiding strat-
egy, or he can expand his communicative repertoire through a
risk-taking strategy. This characterization of communication strat-
egies is further developed in our contribution, ¢ plans and strate-
gies in foreign language communication’ in which communication
strategies are located within a general model of speech production
and defined as potentially conscious plans set up by the language
user in order to solve problems in communication. We suggest that
a definition of communication strategies will have to be based on
the research interests of the analyst and claim that the criteria of
‘problem- orientedness’ and ‘consciousness’ are relevant criteria
as seen from the perspective of FL learning and teaching.

When we look at the literature, it is clearly seen that most of
the studies focus on the definition of communication strategies and
the effects of using them. However, investigating why learners
prefer to use some specific strategies may shed light on the com-
munication breakdowns and the reasons of the problems in speak-
ing activities. With such a perspective, it can be claimed that some
individual differences have a significant effect on the use of com-
munication strategies. Based on these ideas, the present study
aimed to find out the predictors of communication strategies by
also examining the relationship between gender and OCSs.
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Gender and Communication strategies

Gender has been reported to be an important variable that has
an effect on learners’ choice of strategies. However, how much and
how gender influences communication strategy use is still open to
debate due to the lack of consistent research results. Studies which
have investigated the relationship between gender and L2 learners’
use of strategies have arrived at conflicting conclusions. Some re-
searchers discovered distinct gender differences in strategy use
(e.g. Oxford, 1995; Kato, 2005); while others came to the conclu-
sion that gender does not exert an influence on learners’ preference
for strategy use (e.g. Griffiths, 2003;Viriya & Sapsirin, 2014).
Even when they share the view on the impact of gender on CS
choice, there is a little consensus on how females and males differ
from each other in their strategy use.

In his study, Politzer (1983) indicated that females use social
affective strategies significantly more than males. Although the
difference was deemed to be relatively minor, the conclusion was
that it did “exist with regard to such variables as social interaction”
(p.62). Politzer’s result was corroborated by Green and Oxford
(1995), who undertook a large-scale study of strategy use among
374 learners at the University of Puerto Rico. Green and Oxford
discovered that females tended to use social and affective strate-
gies more often than males. On the contrary, in a study by Lai
(2010) involving 36 Chinese male and female EFL learners, no
significant gender differences were found in the effective use of
CSs. By and large, although contentious, a number of researchers
reported significant differences between males and females in the
use of strategies, with women’s total supremacy in frequency and
diversity of strategies.

3. Methodology
Subjects

A total of 250 learners were recruited from different three
different Sudanese universities to take part in the survey question-
naire. Thirty-one learners were excluded from the analysis, result-
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ing in a final sample of 219 learners (97 males and 122 females).
At the time of data collection, the participants had about nine years
of formal English learning experience: four years in basic educa-
tion, three years in secondary school and one year and a half at the
university level, and their age averaged at 21.2 years ranging from
19 to 23 years. The learners who took part in this study were un-
dergraduates and were in their different years of university study.
Instrument

An adapted version of Nakatani’s (2006) Oral Communica-
tion Strategy Inventory was adopted in this study. The OCSI is a
self-rating questionnaire survey consisting of 38 items. Each of
these items is an “I do...” statement (e.g. I try to speak clearly and
loudly to make myself heard) which requires the respondents to
indicate the frequency of its use on a five-point Likert scale rang-
ing from 1 to 5, with 1 never or almost never true of me, 2 gener-
ally not true of me, 3 somewhat never true of me, 4 generally nev-
er true of me, and 5 always or almost true of me. The adapted
OCSI questionnaire comprises 38 items grouped into nine domains
based on Nakatani’s (2006) classification scheme.
4. Data analysis

Due to its capability to handle huge volume of data and con-
duct various types of analyses, the SPSS version 16.0 was utilized
for the data analysis. Upon verifying that all of the questionnaire
responses were complete and mistake-free, they were coded and
fed into the SPSS for processing. Both descriptive and inferential
statistics were used for data analysis. The descriptive statistics,
including means, standard deviation, frequencies and percentages,
were utilized for characterization of the sample in regards to gen-
der and identification of patterns of CS use. To compare the extent
to which CSs were used, Green and Oxford (1995) defined three
levels of use based on the percentage of learners reporting high
strategy use 4 or 5 on 5-point Likert scale:
1. If %50 or more of all subjects responded 4 or 5 on 5-point

OCSI scale, the strategy was classified as frequently used
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2. If %20- %490f all subjects responded 4 or 5 on 5-point OCSI
scale, the strategy was classified as moderately used
3. Ifless than 20%of all subjects responded 4 or 5 on 5-point
OCSI scale, the strategy was classified as infrequently used

Inferential statistics applied in this study intended to test the
effect of gender on learners’ mean CS use across the entire OCSI
and in the eight categories as well as in each of the 38 OCSI items.
The inferential statistics tests used in the present research include:
One-way analysis of variance (ANOVA), post hoc tests, and chi-
square tests. An important point to note here is that the minimum
level of significance predetermined for the tests applied through-
out the survey in this investigation is p <.05.
5. Results

In order to measure the effect of gender on learners’ use of
CSs, ANOVA tests were conducted to see if there were significant
differences in mean strategy use across the entire OCSI and in its
eight categories by gender. Person chi-square tests were also ap-
plied to check all items for significant variation. The ANOVA re-
sults in Table 1 indicated a statistically significant main effect for
gender (p< .004). Mean scores for males and females were 2.98
and 3.39 respectively. These figures demonstrate that females re-
ported significantly higher frequency of overall CS use than males.
Although variation by gender was significant, the two mean scores
for males and females fell between 2.5 and 3.4 (see Fig. 1), the
range which Oxford (1990) defines as medium use.
Table 1: ANOVA Results of Overall CS Use by Gender

Gender Mean | SD | Sig. | Pattern of variation
Male 298 1.08

.004 Female > Male
Female 339 1.00

W Female
2.5 2.6 27 28 29 3 3.1 3.2 3.3 3.4

Fig. 1: Means of Overal CS Use by Gender
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The ANOVA results in Table 2 demonstrated a significant re-
lationship to gender for five of the OCSI categories; namely social
affective, accuracy-oriented, message reduction, attempt to speak
in English, and non-verbal strategies. With regard to these catego-
ries, female learners reported significantly greater strategy use
than did their male counterparts except for message reduction
where male student outperformed their female peers.

Table 2: Differences in Use of CS Categories by Gender

Male Female Sjo. | Pattern
Strategy 18- of
Category | Mean | SD |Mean| SD varia-
tion
Social affec- Fe-
five (SA) 2.76 11.29| 342 | .92 |.000 “ﬁ%ﬁﬁg
Fluency- ori-
ented (FO) 3.31 |(1.11] 3.03 | 1.09 |.062|
Meaning-ne-
%\%%a ing| 3.35 | 97 | 3.57 { 99 [.100|
Accura- Fe-
cx-orlented 2.76 [1.29| 3.42 | .92 [.000 [male >
(AO) Male
Message re- Male
duction and| 357 1113| 2.93 | 1.06 |.000| > Fe-
male
MRA
Non-verbal Fe-
strategies| 2.44 |1.01| 3.50 | 1.08 [.000 |male >
(NVYS) Male
Message
abandon-| 3.11 |1.02]| 3.35 | .89 |.064|
ment (MA)
Attempt _to Fe-
speak in En-| 2.76 |1.29| 3.42 | .92 |.000|male >
glish (ASE) Male
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Looking closely at the data above, we can see thar mean-
ing-negotiating and message abandonment strategies were, al-
though not reaching statistically significant level, reportedly used
somewhat more frequently by females and fluency-oriented strat-
egies were used more often by males. One further finding demands
attention is that female learners reported using two CS categories
at a high rate of frequency: meaning-negotiating (with a mean of
3.57), and non-verbal strategies (with a mean of 3.50) and male
learners, on the other hand, used none of the CS categories at a
high rate of frequency. Such differences in the pattern of reported
use of strategies are graphically depicted in Figure. 2.

Fig. 2: Means of CS Categories Use by Gender

3.
25 4
7.
1 Males
15 -
B Females
1.
05 -
0.
SA 0] MN A0 MRA NV§ MA ASE

The Chi-square tests indicated that eight of the 38 OCSI
items, almost one-fourth of the total, were used differently by
males and females. These strategies are listed in Table 3 and shown
graphically in Figure. 3. Six of the eight items showing significant
variation by gender were more frequently used by females, where-
as two items were used more often by males.

Perusal of the data in Table 3 shows that female learners out-
performed their male counterparts by nearly three to two in use of

six strategies. These strategies belonged mostly to the categories
of social-affective (Items 1, 2, 3 and 6 with x’=14.0, 43.0, 18.4 and

f\, —
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38.4 respectively) and one strategy in each of meaning-negotiating
(Items 17 with x’= 23.6), and message abandonment categories
(Item 32 with x= 19.0).

Table 3: Items Showing Significant Variation by Gender

Strat-

o :
ItGCgI%]lS % of High Use (4 or 5) Observed x2

Female | Male
Strategies employed significantly more

frequently by female learners

32 |1 ask| 75.4 52.5 19.0
other
?eople
o help
when 1
cannot
commu-
nicate
well.

2 |l try to| 67.2 30.9 43.0
relax
when-
ever [

e e
afraid of
speak-
ing in
English

6 |I try to| 67.2 33.5 38.4
speak in
nglish
without
bein
afraid o
making
mis -
takes
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Strat-

o :
I‘[Ge%s % of High Use (4 or 5) Observed X2

Female | Male

17 |Ipayat-| 63.1 42.2 23.6
tention
tothelis-
tener’s
reaction
when |
speak in

nglish

3 |I try to| 434 21.6 18.4
enjoy
the ‘con-
versa-
tion

1 |I notice| 30.9 20.4 14.0
if I am
tense or
nervous
when 1
speak
English
Strategies employed significantly more

frequently by male learners

23 I try to| 49.1 76.2 22.6
empha-
size the
subject
and verb
of the
s en -
tence.
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Strat-

o :
I‘[Gegrgs % of High Use (4 or 5) Observed x2

Female | Male

20 |Ipayat-| 40.2 75.2 28.7
tention
to gram-
mar and
word
order
during
the con-
versa-
tion

Note: Critical value of x’=5.99 (df= 2), P <0.05

Percetage of Higch Tse
[ ] W TR o S TR o e . | ]
Ly L LR ame DL L e LA, e LRy Lo S0 D S [ o)

L)
1 Females 1 )Males
Fig. 3: Percentage of High Use of OCSI Items Showin Varia-
tion by Gender

As was mentioned earlier, there were only two strategies that male
learners reported using significantly more often than did female
learners. More precisely, male learners outperformed their female

e A
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counterparts by 27% and 35% in reporting high use of Item 23
(trying to emphasize the subject and verb of the sentence) and Item
20 (paying attention to grammar and word order during the con-
versation) respectively. The chi-square values for items 23 and 20
were much higher than the critical value (x’=22.6 and 28.7 respec-
tively). This indicates that male learners had a significant tendency
to use strategies involving analytical, logical thinking more often
than female learners.

6. Discussion

The present study aims to explore the relationship of gender
to OCS use. To start with, much research on gender-related differ-
ences has shown that females tend to use more strategies than
males (Ehrman & Oxford, 1989; Oxford & Nyikos, 1989; Green
& Oxford, 1995; Mochizuki, 1999; Peacock & Ho, 2003; Kato,
2005; Min 2012). The results of the present study bear this out,
indicating greater overall CS use by females than by males. It may
be that females are more eager to try out different tactics to en-
hance their communication ability compared to males. This expla-
nation is further supported by Platsidou and Sipitanou (2014) who
noticed that girls tended to outdo boys in self-reported scores of
“various abilities, skills and personal characteristics™ (p. 9). Tan-
nen’s (1990) remark that girls typically show greater enthusiasm
and determination in learning in order to achieve social equality
through education could partly explain why females use more
strategies than males.

In terms of the eight OCS categories, the present investiga-
tion indicated that there were statistically significant differences in
the use of social affective, accuracy-oriented, attempt to speak in
English, and non-verbal strategies by gender in favor of females.
This suggests that females can self-manage their communication
and control their emotion, attitudes and motivation better than
males and are probably more aware of what communication en-
tails. Generally, females’ supremacy over males was observed in
various OCS categories across different cultures (Mochizuki,
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1999; Peacock & Ho, 2003). On the other hand, there are some
other OCS studies that found the opposite (e.g. Tercanlioglu, 2004;
Zarei & Branch, 2013). For instance, in Zarei and Branch’s (2013)
study of Iranian university English majors, men scored significant-
ly higher than women in all communication strategies, but not in
social strategies, where both genders reported using these strate-
gies at the same level of frequency. Differences in findings could
be due to other factors that could be interrelated with gender like
social and cultural contexts and the level of English proficiency.

At the specific strategy level, females were significantly su-
perior to males in the use of 6 strategies (see Table 3) To be more
specific, the strategies which females reportedly used more than
males primarily came from the social-affective category, confirm-
ing the results for strategy categories in which they excelled. There
were also two strategies which females used far more than males:
paying attention to the listeners’ reactions and help-seeking. On
the other hand, male learners showed significantly greater use of
two accuracy-oriented strategies (Items 20 and 23). The superiori-
ty of females in the use of CSs could be attributed to social expec-
tations, attitudes and learning styles (Oxford & Ehrman, 1995).
This implies that gender cannot be studied in isolation from other
socio-cultural factors such as social status, ethnicity and religion
that “cluster together to form an individual’s self-identity at a giv-
en point in time” (Block, 2002; p.54). In other words, the social
milieu wherein L2 learners study the target language gives rise to
many expectations in the minds of parents, teachers and learners
regarding L2 learning. The prevailing beliefs in the community
about the value and worthiness of communication in the target lan-
guage also affect L2 learning, including CSs.
7. Conclusion and Implications

The current study aimed to investigate the impact of English
proficiency level on oral communication strategy use among Su-
danese learners of English as a foreign language. Since up to date,
a plethora of studies have focused on types and effects of commu-
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nication strategies in ESL contexts. Nevertheless, it is thought that
new insights can be contributed to the present body of literature
within a different context; i.e., Sudan EFL context. With some
distinctive findings, the present study yielded important results in
terms of proficiency and its correlation with OCS use.

The findings in this study suggest a number of pedagogical
implications and suggestions intended for the teaching and learn-
ing of English for Sudanese EFL learners at the university level.
These are:

1. Proficiency and Strategy Use

The findings indicate a clear linear relationship between lan-
guage proficiency and overall communication strategy (CS) use.
High-proficiency learners tend to use communication strategies
more frequently than intermediate- or low-proficiency learners.
This suggests that as learners’ proficiency improves, they become
more aware of, and more comfortable with, employing various
strategies to enhance their oral communication skills. Teachers
and curriculum developers might consider integrating strategy
training into language instruction, particularly for lower-proficien-
cy learners, to help them develop these skills earlier in their learn-
ing journey.

2. Variations in Strategy Use Across Proficiency Levels
Significant differences were found in the use of six out of
eight OCSI categories based on proficiency levels. The findings
suggest that higher proficiency is associated with a greater use of
certain strategies (e.g., fluency-oriented, accuracy-oriented, mes-
sage reduction, non-verbal strategies, and attempts to speak in En-
glish). These strategies could be seen as crucial for advancing in
language proficiency, highlighting the need to emphasize these
strategies in teaching practices, particularly for learners at lower
proficiency levels.
3. Social-affective Strategy Use among Low-Proficiency Learners
The finding that low-proficiency learners reported greater
use of social affective strategies suggests that these learners might
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rely more on strategies that involve managing their emotions, main-
taining motivation, or seeking social support to cope with their low-
er proficiency. This implies that educators should consider provid-
ing additional emotional and social support mechanisms for
low-proficiency learners, such as fostering a supportive learning
environment and encouraging peer interaction and collaboration.
4. Implications for Targeted Strategy Instruction

The variation in strategy use, especially the use of social af-
fective strategies by lower-proficiency learners and the diverse use
of specific strategies across different proficiency levels, indicates
that communication strategy instruction should not adopt a “one
size fits all” approach. Instead, it should be tailored to the specific
needs of learners based on their proficiency levels. Teachers might
consider focusing on strategies that are less frequently used by
lower-proficiency learners but are essential for language develop-
ment, such as accuracy-oriented and fluency-oriented strategies.
5. Encouraging Higher Use of Underutilized Strategies

The results showing less use of meaning-negotiating and

message abandonment strategies across all proficiency levels sug-
gest that these strategies might be underutilized or perceived as
less effective by learners. Educators might explore why these strat-
egies are less commonly used and provide explicit instruction and
practice opportunities to enhance learners’ ability to negotiate
meaning and manage communication breakdowns.
6. Designing Comprehensive Strategy Training

Given that 50% of the OCSI items showed significant varia-
tion by proficiency, it is crucial to design comprehensive strategy
training that incorporates a wide range of strategies. This would
allow learners to become familiar with a variety of strategies and
choose the most appropriate ones depending on their communica-
tion goals and context.

These implications provide valuable insights for language
educators, curriculum developers, and policy-makers to improve

language learning and teaching practices.
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