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Desert Tourism and Strategies for Sustainable Development in
Northern Sudan: The West Dongola (EI-Ga’ab) Oases
A.Fatima Idris Mahmoud
Prof.Yahya Fadl Tahir

Abstract

The oases of West Dongola (El-Ga’ab) represent one of the most
promising desert environments in Northern Sudan, due to their rich
natural and cultural diversity, including freshwater springs, sand dunes,
natural oases, and the cultural heritage and nomadic lifestyle of the
Kababish tribe. Despite these unique features, the region remains far
from achieving effective utilisation of its tourism potential, particularly
given the rising global interest in desert tourism and sustainable tourism
as emerging economic sectors that can support local development.This
study aims to assess the potential of desert tourism in the El-Ga’ab
region, analyse its current status, identify key challenges hindering
its development, and propose strategic approaches to transform the
area into a sustainable tourism destination. The research adopts a
descriptive-analytical methodology, examining the region’s natural and
cultural characteristics and linking them to concepts of desert tourism
and sustainable development. It also draws on relevant literature
and comparative insights from successful regional and international
experiences. To enhance the field-based dimension, personal interviews
were conducted with members of the local community, providing
qualitative data on the current tourism situation, community awareness,
existing challenges, and prospects for development.Findings indicate
that E1-Ga’ab has substantial potential for creating an integrated tourism
product combining ecotourism, adventure tourism, and cultural tourism.
However, constraints such as inadequate infrastructure, legislative
shortcomings, limited services, and low levels of tourism awareness
impede progress. The study concludes that systematic investment in
infrastructure, updating the legal framework, empowering the local
community, and adopting sustainable tourism principles could transform
the El-Ga’ab oases into a distinctive desert tourism destination capable of
contributing to the national economy and supporting local development.

Keywords: Desert Tourism — EI-Ga’ab Oases — Northern Sudan —
Tourism Development — Sustainable Tourism
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