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A murder in the reign of King Aspelta

Dr. El-Hassan Ahmed Mohamed

Abstract:

In ancient Sudan’s history, a considerable number of events has been
documented throughout number of inscriptions and carved relieves. During
the Napatan period (Eight to Fourth century B.C); the state language was the
Ancient Egyptian language, a considerable number of royal granite stelae
has been dedicated to the Amon temples by the Kushite kings and queens,
especially to the main temple of Amon at the Holy Mountain; Jebel Barkal.
King Aspelta, scion of king Piankhy (Piye) was the famous known king who
left seven stone stelae. One of these stelae is the subject of this paper. It is the
stela that the king Aspelta ordered to be erected in the great temple of Amon at
Jebel Barkal. The stela named according to the event on which it was recorded;
The Banishment Stela.However, the objective of the stela at that time; was
to show how the king himself could take the rights, to justice his people.
However, in other point of view; the king immortalized an unprecedented
event. The event; that king Aspelta deliberately documented; was a murder!
A group of priests killed an innocent man inside the great temple of Amon
of Napata.The paper discusses this event and cites the hieroglyphic texts
contained in the stela, as well as the events of the king Aspelta’s era, and its

role on the state of preservation of his monuments.
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