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A Sociological Analysis of the Niqgab-Wearing Phenomenon
Among Female Students at Al-Qadarif University: Causes and
Social Implications
(2025-2026)
A.Ahmed Abdalla Mohamed Abakar
Abstract:

This study aims to analyze the phenomenon of wearing the nigab
among female students at Gadarif University from a sociological
perspective by examining its social, cultural, and religious motivations
and exploring its implications within the university environment.
The study adopted a descriptive—analytical approach and employed
a purposive sample of 100 niqab-wearing female students. Data
were collected through an electronic questionnaire distributed via
Google Forms, in addition to interviews, focus group discussions,
and observation. Quantitative data were analyzed using SPSS, while
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qualitative data were analyzed through Thematic Analysis.The findings
indicate that wearing the nigab is influenced by an interplay of religious,
social, and cultural motivations, with a noticeable influence of family
background and the broader social context. The results also reveal that the
relationship between wearing the niqab and certain academic behaviors
1s not deterministic, but rather shaped by institutional regulations and the
university context.The study recommends the development of balanced
university policies that respect religious and cultural privacy while
strengthening academic integrity and institutional fairness within the
university environment. It also encourages conducting similar studies
in other Sudanese universities to better understand the phenomenon
across different social and institutional contexts and to further enrich
scientific knowledge on the subject.
Keywords:Niqgab, Sociological Analysis, Social Motivations, Female
Students, Al-Qadarif University
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