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Female Leadership in Africa

(Sudan and South Africa are an example)
Dr. Abdelmonim Ahmed Abdalla

Abstract:

Ancient Sudan and southern Africa share many theological con-
cepts besides the Mwari culture and religion. These theological con-
cepts include Amunthph, Manikongo, Monomotapa, Arkamani and the
goddess Saba, Kore orMeri. The concept of Meri is a variant of Mari,
Mwari, Meru and Meroe. The origins of principles of female leadership
in southern Africa can be traced back to Ancient Sudan, specifically to
Napan- Meroitic period in Sudan. these principles could directly be
linked to the African cosmology and the goddess Mwari and god Amun
or Amani in respect of time span of kushite civilization of Ancient Su-
dan.The Mudjadji Dynasty of southern Africa, which still exists, the
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queens having ruled continuously from 1800 to 2006 so far, could be
traceable to Ancient Sudan. The Rain Queens show striking similarities
to the Candaces of Kush the and the God’s Wives of Amun of Ancient
Sudan.The divine origins of kingship could also be traced back to An-
cient Sudan and Medieval Africa to show the common origins of both,
in lessons that may be applicable to modern principles of leadership.
Such a study would explain role of the African Myth in making signifi-
cant contribution to human civilization.
Key words: Candaces, Mudjadji, Rain Queens, god Amun, goddess
Mwari, female leadership.
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