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Maritime Commercial Activity in the Ports of the Hijaz
(1256-1337 AH / 1840-1918 CE)

A.Souha Sauod Shaban
Abstract:

This study examines commercial activity in the ports of the Hijaz
during the period 1256-1337 AH/1840-1918 CE, an era of pronounced
expansion in maritime trade. Several factors drove this expansion: the
development of maritime transport after 1256 AH / 1840 CE through the
use of steamships; the growing seaborne movement of Muslim pilgrims
and merchandise to the ports; the attention of the Ottoman authorities
to the ports and to commercial exchange through customs, as a means
of reinforcing their administrative and political influence in the region;
the impact of the opening of the Suez Canal in 1286 AH / 1869 CE on
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commercial activity at the ports; and the intensification of British and
European competition over the gains of trade and maritime shipping.
The study adopts an analytical-historical and investigative method,
drawing on documents, primary sources, secondary references, and
periodicals. Its principal finding is that commercial activity in the ports
of the Hijaz rested on several interdependent foundations that shaped
both its emergence and its growth. Geographical location was foremost,
shaping the commercial activity of the inhabitants. Further foundations
included the Muslim pilgrimage seasons, the commercial markets and
warehouses, the customs regime, and the interplay between domestic
and foreign trade.
Keywords: Ottoman state; maritime trade; Jeddah; Yanbu al-Bahr;
Muslim pilgrimage seasons.
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