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Symbolism in the poetry of Ibn Khafaja (the poem describing the
mountain) as a model
(an applied analytical Study)
Dr. Gada Mohamed Ahmed Ahmed
Abstract:

This applied analytical study aims to explore symbolism in the
poetry of Ibn Khafaja, focusing on the poem Description of the Mountain.
It examines the relationship between description and the central theme
of the poem, as well as the role of choosing the mountain as a subject.
This choice is attributed to several reasons, most notably the importance
of silent nature as embodied in the description of the mountain and its
role in highlighting the primary purpose of symbolism in the poem.
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The study follows a descriptive-analytical approach, relying in its material
on sources that addressed the Andalusian era, in addition to sources that
dealt with the poet’s poetry. The study concluded with a number of results,
including that the symbol represents the poet himself and reflects the
transformation he experienced. The description of the mountain expresses
all emotions and stages, and the mountain does not merely represent silent
nature characterized by stillness; rather, it reflects the stages of human life,
the passage of time, and the fluctuations of life. The mountain is not a mere
solid mass; therefore, a dialogue was conducted with precision and depth.
The research demonstrated that the structure of the poem reflects the
poet’s psychological state. Ibn Khafaja succeeded, through his authentic
language, in conveying subtle meanings, suggestions, and symbols,
making both the reader and the researcher notice the aesthetic quality of
the poet. The study also showed that Ibn Khafaja employed rhetorical
skills eloquently in portraying the mountain, which made him one of the
most prominent poets of his era..
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National Themes in the Poetry of Muhammad Othman Abdulrahim

The Poem “I Am Sudanese as a Model”

Dr. Salah Al-Toum Ibrahim Muhammad
Abstract:

This research addresses national themes in the poetry of the
Sudanese poet Mohamed Osman Abdel Rahim, highlighting his role
in expressing the collective consciousness of the Sudanese people and
their struggle for freedom, dignity, and national identity. The study
relies on the descriptive-analytical approach, analyzing selected poetic
texts within their historical, political, and social contexts. The research
also explores major national themes in his poetry, including love for
the homeland, resistance to injustice, celebration of national identity,
exalting the Sudanese people, and the values of freedom and human
dignity. The paper concludes that Mohamed Osman’s Abdel Rahim
poetry represents an authentic model of national poetry, combining
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emotional sincerity and artistic depth, and making a significant
contribution to contemporary Sudanese literary discourse.
Keywords: Sudanese poetry —national poetry — Mohamed Osman Abdel Rahim
—national themes.
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in Surah Taha: A grammatical Study Ma” ”The Article
Dr . Emad Awad Alzain Ali
Abstract:

The importance of the study lies in studying a tool, as it is studied
from its various aspects. Among those who followed this approach are
Al-Zajajiin “The Book of Al-Lamats”, Ahmad Ibn Faris in “Pronouncing
of Kalla”, Abu Jafar Al-Tabari in “Risalat Kalla in Speech and the
Quran”, and Ibn Hisham Al-Ansari in his publication “The conditional
chapters related to the conditional Min” and Othman Al-Najdi in his
research “Aiy Almoshadada” and Ahmad bin Mohammad bin Ahmad
Al-Qurashi issues of (Ezan), and my study of the grammatical issues
of “Habaza” and others. This study aimed to clarify: the types and
meanings of “Ma”, the function of “Ma”, the grammatical disagreement
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regarding “Ma as a inflectional particle,” and “Ma” in Surah Taha.
The study used the descriptive and the analytical method. The study
problem lay in answering the following questions: Does the word “Ma”
appear in all its forms in Surah Taha? Does the active participle “Ma”
appear in all its forms in Surah Taha? What are the most frequent types
of “Ma” in Surah Taha? The study reached several findings, the most
important of which are: The word “Ma” appears in nineteen places in
Surah Taha. It does not appear as an operative particle in Surah Taha.
The nominal “Ma” appears as a relative pronoun and interrogative, and
the particle “Ma” appears as a negative particle. The study recommends
the following: to conduct a grammatical-semantic study of the particles
in the Holy Quran, and a lexical-grammatical study of the particles in
the Holy Quran.
Keywords: The Article ,Ma, Grammar, Taha, Quran
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Leadership talent management in educational institutions and its
role in preparing future leaders
( An Applied study in the Arab Region)
Dr.Mohammed Hassan Bashuer
Abstract:

This study aimed to examine leadership talent management in
educational institutions and its role in preparing future leaders in light
of the rapid changes in the educational filed and the growing needfor
educational leaders who possess professional competencies that
enable them to achieve institutional excellence and ensure educational
sustainability .The study was grounded in the importance of talent
management as contemporary strategic a[roach that contributes to
the optimal investment of human capacities and the development of
qualified future leaders capable of leading educational reform and
development .The theoretical framework of the study was based on
several contemporary educational and intellectual foundations , most
notably human capital theory , modern educational leadership theories
, and strategic human resource management concepts The framework
addressed the concept of leadership talent management , its objectives ,
and its importance in educational institutions , as well as its main stage ,
including attracting and evaluating their performance . It also discussed
the concept of educational leadership , the characteristics of future
leadership . the requirement of their preparation , and the challenges
facing leadership talent management in educational environment in
addition to presenting contemporary global models and experiences
in this filed .The study also included a focused review of releantArabic
and international previous studies that examine leadership talent
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management , educational leadership , and leadership preparation in
educational institutions .These studies demonstrated a clear consensus
on the importance of talent management in enhancing the efficiency of
educational leader improving institutionalperformance , and building
second-line leadership cadres while differing in their methodological
approaches application context , and the degree of focus on the various
stages of talent management .The analysis of previous studies helped
identify the research gap that the current study seeks to address , namely
the need for an integrated study that clarifies the role of leadership
management in preparing future leaders with in arab education
institutions the study adopted the descriptive analytical approach
, sits is appropriate to the nature of the topic , through analyzing
educational literature , previous studies and theoretical models related
to talent management and educational leadership , on order to reach
accurate scientific conclusions .The findings of study indicated that
leadership talent management and educational leadership in order to
reach accurate scientific conclusions . the finding of the study indicated
that leadership talent management plays a significant role in preparing
future leaders by developing leadership skills fostering a culture
of creativity and innovation , enhancing decision- making abilities ,
and increasing leadership readiness of face future challenges .The
effectiveness of leadership talent management practices and quality of
future leadership in educational institutions .In light if these finding , the
study recommended that educational institution adopt a comprehensive
strategic framework for leadership talent management , integrate it
institutional development plans sustainable leadership training and
qualification programs , establish supportive incentive systems for
talented, leaders , and utilize modern technologies in identifying and
developing future leaders , thereby contributing to comprehensive
educational development and the preparation of leaders capable of
leading the future .
Keywords: Leadership talent management, leadership talents ,future leaders
, leadership contacting ,leadership empowerment
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Strengthening Strategies Institutions and Curriculum Teaching
the Arabic Language for Non-Native Speakers
A. Sakina Mostafa Abdallh.
Dr. Elhadi Mohamed Adem.
Abstract:

This study stemmed from the importance of strategies for
strengthening institutions and curricula for teaching Arabic to non-
native speakers in general. The study aimed to identify the most
significant challenges facing institutions that teach Arabic to non-native
speakers, and to examine the suitability of the proposed strategies for
teaching Arabic to non-native speakers. The research problem focused
on the challenges of teaching Arabic to non-native speakers and the
extent to which the proposed framework for teaching Arabic to non-
native speakers is appropriate from the perspective of specialists. th
most prominent findings of the study included identifying the strategies
adopted by institutions that teach Arabic to non-native speakers, as well
as the implementation and reinforcement of these strategies. Among the
study’s recommendations were the implementation of these strategies
within institutions, supporting and developing Arabic language curricula
for non-native speakers in their educational institutions, organizing
training courses for teachers to develop their competencies, establishing
Arabic language associations and clubs, and improving the quality of
institutions that teach Arabic to non-native speakers.

Keywords: Strategy,Strengthening ,Curricula ,Educational Institution, Non-
Native Arabic Speakers
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Investigating The Role of Port Sudan Al-ahlia Uni-
versity In Promoting The Students’ Innovation at
Faculty of Languages and Translation.

A.Ismail Mohamed Abdullah Ahmed

Abstract:

This study aims to investigate the role of Port Sudan Al-Ahlia
University in promoting innovation among students of the Faculty
of Languages and Translation, with a particular focus on students of
Arabic and English programs. The study adopts a descriptive—ana-
lytical approach to examine students’ awareness of innovation, their
level of participation in innovative activities, and the main obsta-
cles they encounter. The study sample consists of fifty undergrad-
uate students from the Faculty of Languages and Translation. Data
were collected through a structured questionnaire based on a five-
point Likert scale and analyzed using frequencies and percentages.
The findings indicate that most students demonstrate a high level of
awareness regarding the importance of innovation; however, their
participation in research projects, workshops, and innovation com-
petitions remains moderate. The results also reveal several major
barriers, including lack of funding, limited training opportunities,
and inadequate technological infrastructure. The study recommends
establishing an innovation and entrepreneurship center at the uni-
versity, integrating translation and applied research projects into
the curriculum, and providing continuous training and mentorship
programs to enhance students’ innovative capacities. The study con-
cludes that promoting innovation in faculties of languages and trans-
lation plays a crucial role in improving professional skills, enhanc-
ing educational quality, and preparing graduates who are capable of
meeting the demands of the local and global labor markets.
Keywords: Innovation, Higher Education, Faculty of Languages
and Translation, Port Sudan Al-ahlia University, Arabic Language,

English Language.
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1.1 Introduction:

Innovation 1is increasingly recognized as a central element
of higher education, linking academic learning with societal, eco-
nomic, and professional development. Universities are expected
to equip graduates not only with knowledge but also with creativ-
ity, problem-solving skills, and entrepreneurial abilities (UNES-
CO, 2015). In Sudan, higher education institutions face challenges
such as limited resources, inadequate infrastructure, and insuffi-
cient structured programs, which can restrict student engagement
in innovative practices. Port Sudan Al-ahlia University has made
progress in improving academic quality, yet the extent to which stu-
dents participate in innovation activities, and the support provided,
remains underexplored. This is particularly relevant for students in
the Faculty of Languages and Translation, whose programs focus
exclusively on Arabic and English. For these students, innovation

~—— /-\
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may include translation projects, applied linguistic research, bilin-
gual content development, and creative writing initiatives. These
activities help students develop analytical, intercultural, and pro-
fessional skills, transforming theoretical knowledge into practical
and socially meaningful outcomes. Understanding how students
engage in innovation, the barriers they face, and the institutional
support available is essential to design strategies that enhance stu-
dent creativity and prepare graduates for real-world challenges.
2.1 Background of the Study:

Innovation in higher education is considered a driver for aca-
demic excellence, employability, and societal progress. Fostering
innovation is not limited to encouraging creativity; it also equips
students with problem-solving skills, adaptability, and critical
thinking (Schumpeter, 1934; World Bank, 2019).

For students of Arabic and English, innovation manifests
through translation, bilingual educational projects, digital content
creation, and applied linguistic research. Engaging in these activi-
ties develops practical skills such as:

1. Translating literary and professional texts accurately, consider-
ing stylistic and cultural nuances.

2. Creating bilingual educational materials for schools or online
platforms.

3. Using digital tools like CAT software and corpora for applied
research.

4. Conducting projects in applied linguistics and intercultural
communication.

Active participation in these activities strengthens mo-
tivation, critical thinking, creativity, and collaboration skills
(Al-Omari, 2020). However, students often face obstacles
such as limited access to technology, lack of mentorship, and
traditional curricula that emphasize memorization over appli-
cation.

e e
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3.1 Statement of the problems :

Despite institutional efforts to promote innovation, students
in the Faculty of Languages and Translation face multiple chal-
lenges:

1. Limited access to practical translation and research projects.

2. Insufficient digital and technological tools for content creation.

3. Lack of structured guidance or mentorship programs.

4. Limited awareness of opportunities to apply theoretical knowl-
edge creatively.

These barriers create a gap between students’ potential and
their actual ability to innovate. Addressing this gap is essential to
enhance engagement, skill development, and career readiness in
Arabic and English programs.

4.1 Objectives of the Study :

1. This study aims to provide actionable strategies for fostering
innovation among language students. Its objectives are:

2. To assess students’ awareness of the importance of innovation
in language studies.

3. To examine the extent of student participation in research proj-
ects, workshops, competitions, and digital content development.

4. To identify the main barriers preventing student engagement in
innovative activities.

5. To propose recommendations for Port Sudan AL-Ahlia Uni-
versity to strengthen innovation support specifically for Arabic
and English students.

Literature Review:

1.2 Innovation in Higher Education :

Innovation is widely recognized as a core component of mod-
ern higher education, linking academic learning with professional
and societal development. Universities are increasingly expected
not only to provide knowledge but also to cultivate creativity, prob-
lem-solving skills, critical thinking, and entrepreneurial capacities
(UNESCO, 2015). These competencies are essential for students

~—— /_\
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to succeed in rapidly changing global and local labor markets,
and to contribute effectively to their communities. For students in
language programs, such as those studying Arabic and English at
Port Sudan Al-ahlia University, innovation is especially crucial.
Their curriculum emphasizes both linguistic accuracy and cultur-
al understanding, but students also need practical opportunities to
apply theoretical knowledge. Innovation in this context involves
translating complex texts, developing bilingual educational mate-
rials, creating digital content, and conducting applied linguistic re-
search. Such activities foster creativity, analytical skills, and pro-
fessional competence, ensuring that students can meet real-world
challenges while maintaining academic excellence (Al-Omari,
2020; World Bank, 2019).

2.2 Student Engagement :

Student engagement in innovation refers to active participa-
tion in projects, research, competitions, workshops, and applied
initiatives. In language and translation programs, engagement
manifests through activities such as translating literary, techni-
cal, or professional texts, designing bilingual educational mate-
rials, and creating digital content for learning platforms. Students
may also participate in applied linguistic research that examines
cross-cultural communication, language pedagogy, or digital me-
dia integration.

Participation in these activities provides students with op-
portunities to experiment, test ideas, and develop problem-solving
skills. Collaborative projects encourage teamwork, communica-
tion, and leadership, as students negotiate linguistic choices, rec-
oncile cultural differences, and manage project deadlines. Com-
petitions and conferences allow students to receive feedback, gain
confidence, and refine their work. Research has shown that active
engagement in innovation improves motivation, resilience, and
critical thinking, equipping students with skills necessary for ac-
ademic and professional success (OECD, 2018; Al-Omari, 2020).
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Moreover, digital and community-based initiatives provide prac-
tical experience, allowing students to apply theoretical knowledge
in real-world contexts. Collaborative translation projects, bilingual
content development, and online educational initiatives help stu-
dents bridge the gap between classroom learning and professional
application. These experiences are particularly relevant for Arabic
and English students, as they prepare to work in multilingual, in-
tercultural, and digitally mediated environments.

3.2 Institutional Support :

Universities play a critical role in fostering innovation by pro-
viding infrastructure, resources, and structured opportunities for
applied learning. At Port Sudan AL-Ahlia University, institutional
support for the Faculty of Languages and Translation can include
translation labs, access to computer-assisted translation (CAT)
tools, online corpora, digital platforms, and workshops on con-
tent creation. These resources enable students to experiment with
ideas, enhance their linguistic and digital skills, and produce tan-
gible outputs. Mentorship is another essential component. Guid-
ance from faculty members or professional translators can help
students navigate complex linguistic tasks, improve the quality of
translations, and develop innovative projects. Project-based learn-
ing, integrated into the curriculum, ensures systematic exposure
to innovation opportunities. Assignments such as translating tech-
nical documents, developing bilingual educational resources, or
conducting applied research not only improve language proficien-
cy but also foster critical thinking, creativity, and problem-solv-
ing skills (Salmi, 2009; UNESCO, 2015). Additionally, incentives
such as recognition, awards, and participation in competitions mo-
tivate students to engage in innovative practices. Collaborations
with local industry, government agencies, and international part-
ners can provide exposure to professional standards and enhance
the societal impact of student projects. By combining resources,
mentorship, structured projects, and recognition, universities cre-

~—— ,—-\
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ate a supportive ecosystem where students can cultivate their inno-
vative capacities effectively.
4.2 Barriers to Innovation :

Despite the benefits, students often encounter obstacles that
limit their engagement in innovation. Key challenges include lim-
ited access to technology, insufficient mentorship, and traditional
curricula that prioritize memorization over application. Further-
more, some students may lack awareness of available opportuni-
ties or the relevance of innovative projects to their future careers.
For Arabic and English students, these barriers are particularly
impactful. Limited access to translation software, digital corpora,
or online content creation tools restricts students’ ability to exper-
iment and apply their skills. Insufficient guidance or mentorship
can reduce the quality of outputs and diminish motivation. Addi-
tionally, curricula that emphasize theoretical knowledge without
practical application may prevent students from developing crit-
ical problem-solving skills. Addressing these barriers requires a
holistic approach, including institutional investment, curriculum
reform, mentorship programs, and integration of applied projects
into academic programs (World Bank, 2019).

5.2 Global and Regional Practices :

Leading universities worldwide provide models for foster-
ing student innovation. Institutions such as MIT, Stanford, and
the American University in Cairo have successfully implemented
ecosystems that promote applied innovation through translation
labs, research projects, competitions, and mentorship programs.
Students are encouraged to test ideas, receive feedback from ex-
perts, and engage in real-world projects that have practical impact.
Adapting these practices to Port Sudan Al-ahlia University can en-
hance innovation in Arabic and English programs. Structured proj-
ects, access to digital tools, mentorship, and competitive platforms
for showcasing student work can increase participation, skill de-
velopment, and professional readiness. By integrating global and
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regional best practices, the university can cultivate a culture of
creativity, problem-solving, and applied linguistic research, pre-
paring graduates for the demands of multilingual and multicultural
professional environments (Brown, 2009; Etzkowitz, 2013).

6.2 Relevance to Port Sudan Al-ahlia University :

For students in the Faculty of Languages and Translation, in-
novation contributes to academic excellence, professional skills,
and societal development. Applied projects in translation, bilingual
content creation, and digital media production develop practical
competencies, enhance digital literacy, and foster creativity. Com-
munity engagement, through translation and language projects, al-
lows students to apply their skills in meaningful contexts, improv-
ing both social and professional outcomes. And even Institutional
support—through mentorship, technological resources, curriculum
design, and opportunities for recognition—empowers students to
innovate. Encouraging collaboration with industry, government,
and international organizations exposes students to global standards
and provides real-world learning experiences. Ultimately, fostering
innovation ensures that graduates are not only linguistically compe-
tent but also creative, adaptable, and ready to contribute meaning-
fully to society (Al-Omari, 2020; UNESCO, 2015).

7.2 Conclusion :

Innovation is essential for academic success, professional
development, and societal impact, particularly in language pro-
grams focusing on Arabic and English. By engaging in translation
projects, applied linguistic research, bilingual content creation,
and digital initiatives, students develop critical skills necessary
for real-world applications. Universities must provide mentorship,
technological support, structured projects, and recognition to cul-
tivate a culture of innovation.At Port Sudan Al-ahlia University,
integrating these strategies in the Faculty of Languages and Trans-
lation ensures that students are prepared for dynamic profession-
al environments, capable of creative problem-solving, and able to
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contribute meaningfully to local and global communities. Struc-
tured support, collaboration, and applied learning opportunities
create an ecosystem in which innovation thrives, equipping grad-
uates with both academic and professional excellence (Brown,
2009; World Bank, 2019).

1.3 Research Methodology :

This study employs a descriptive—analytical research design
to investigate the level of innovation among students in the Facul-
ty of Languages and Translation at Port Sudan Private University.
The study focuses on both awareness and participation in inno-
vative activities, as well as the barriers that students face. De-
scriptive-analytical designs allow the researcher to quantify per-
ceptions, engagement, and challenges while providing a detailed
understanding of patterns and trends within the student population.
2.3 Population and Sample:

The population consists of 50 undergraduate students en-
rolled in the Faculty of Languages and Translation. These students
are studying Arabic and English, and their courses include transla-
tion, applied linguistics, bilingual content creation, and language
research projects. A convenience sampling method was employed,
selecting students who were available and willing to participate
during the academic semester. This method ensures feasibility
while still providing valid insights into innovation practices in the
faculty.

3.3 Data Collection Tool:

A structured questionnaire was developed as the primary data
collection tool. The questionnaire consisted of three main sections:
Awareness of innovation in academic and professional contexts.
Participation in research projects, workshops, competitions, and
digital content creation.Obstacles and challenges faced in innova-
tion activities.
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A five-point Likert scale was used for responses:
Strongly Disagree (SD)

Disagree (D)

Neutral (N)

Agree (A)

Strongly Agree (SA)

This scale allows for quantifying attitudes, perceptions, and
behaviors while capturing nuances in agreement levels.
1.4Data Analysis:

Data were analyzed using SPSS, focusing on frequencies
and percentages for each question. Cross-tabulations were used to
examine relationships between participation, awareness, and per-
ceived obstacles. The results are presented in tables, showing the
distribution of responses and percentages to provide a clear under-
standing of the students’ engagement in innovative practices.
1.1.4 Results:

Are you aware of the importance of innovation?

Ds D N A Sa Result
2 3 8 22 15
%4 | %6 % 16 % 44 % 30 Agree
Analysis:

The results show that 44 % of students agree that are aware
of the importance of innovation, indicating a solid foundation of
knowledge. However, 16 % of students responded neutrally, sug-
gesting that some students may require additional orientation or
workshops to enhance their understanding of innovation in lan-
guage studies. Awareness is critical because it serves as a precur-
sor to active participation and the development of creative and
problem-solving skills.

1.2.4 Participation in Research Projects:

Ds D N A Sa Result
5 8 10 17 10
% 10 % 16 % 20 % 34 % 20 Agree

Do you participate in research projects?

~—— /_\
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Analysis:

Participation in research projects is moderate, with 34 %
agree of students actively involved. The remaining students either
disagreed or were neutral, highlighting obstacles such as limited
guidance, resources, and lack of structured research programs. In
language programs, research projects often involve translation
studies, applied linguistics experiments, and bilingual content
creation. Increasing institutional support, mentorship, and proj-
ect-based opportunities could enhance participation levels.
1.3.4 Participation in Innovation Competitions:

Do you participate in innovation competitions?

Ds D N A Sa Result

3 7 15 18 7 Result

% 6 % 14 %30 | %36 | % 14 Agree
Analysis:

Only about 36 % agree of students participate in competi-
tions. The 30 % neutral response may indicate hesitation, lack of
awareness, or limited confidence in competing. Competitions are
crucial in language studies, as they provide practical challenges
in translation, bilingual writing, and digital content projects. En-
couraging participation through incentives and structured training
sessions can foster a competitive and innovative mindset among
students.

1.5.4 Participation in Workshops/Training:
Do you participate in workshops or training sessions?

Ds D N A Sa Result
4 6 12 18 10
% 8 % 12 % 24 % 36 % 20 Agree

A total of 56 % of students participate in workshops or train-
ing, reflecting a moderate interest in skill development. Workshops
in translation, digital content creation, and applied linguistics pro-
vide hands-on experience and enhance innovation capacities. The
24 % neutral response shows that students may not fully utilize
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available training opportunities, which suggests the need for more
engaging, practical, and accessible programs.
1.6.4 Obstacles to Innovation:

Obstacle
Sd D N A Sa Result
2 5 8 20 15
% 4 % 10 % 16 | % 40 % 30 | Agree
1.7.4 Lack of funding:
Sd D N A Sa Result
6 3 7 30 4
% 12 % 6 % 14 % 60 % 8 Agree
1.8.4 Limited training:
Sd D N A Sa Result
20 5 3 10 12
%40 | %10 | %6 | %20 | %24 | Otrongly
disagree

Analysis:

The key barriers include lack of funding (60 %) and limit-
ed training opportunities (40 %), which indicate areas for institu-
tional improvement. Insufficient facilities and low motivation also
contribute to reduced engagement. Addressing these challenges
requires institutional investment in labs, mentorship programs,
workshops, and competitions, particularly targeting Arabic and
English students in translation and applied language projects.

1. 5: Discussion:

The findings indicate that while awareness of innovation is
high among students, active engagement is moderate. Research
project participation and competition involvement are limited by
lack of resources, mentorship, and funding. These results align
with prior studies emphasizing the importance of institutional sup-
port to enhance student innovation (Al-Omari, 2020; UNESCO,

2015; World Bank, 2019).
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Participation in workshops demonstrates a willingness to devel-
op practical skills. Workshops, competitions, and applied projects
in translation and bilingual content creation can bridge the gap
between theoretical knowledge and professional application. Bar-
riers identified are consistent with challenges in universities of de-
veloping countries, highlighting the need for systematic support
and resource allocation.

1.6: Recommendations:

Establish an Innovation and Entrepreneurship Center dedi-
cated to language and translation students.

Integrate creative problem-solving, translation projects, and re-
search activities into the curriculum.

Organize competitions, workshops, and mentorship programs to
enhance participation and skill development.

Provide funding, access to technology, and digital tools for applied
projects.

Encourage collaboration with industry, government, and in-
ternational partners to enhance practical experience.

Recognize and reward student achievements to sustain a culture of
innovation.
1.7: Conclusion:

Innovation is crucial for enhancing educational quality, pro-
fessional readiness, and societal contribution. For students in the
Faculty of Languages and Translation, innovation develops trans-
lation skills, bilingual content creation abilities, and applied re-
search competencies. Institutional support, mentorship, access to
resources, and structured opportunities are essential to cultivate
creativity and problem-solving. Implementing these recommenda-
tions ensures that graduates are capable, confident, and prepared
for global and local professional challenges.

N
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Abstract:

This study examines the role of literature in developing En-
glish speaking skills among secondary school students in ElObeid,
Sudan. Despite English being a compulsory subject, learners often
exhibit poor oral proficiency due to traditional, exam oriented teach-
ing methods. Using a mixed methods design, data were collected
from 50 English teachers via questionnaire and 20 teachers through
classroom observation. Results indicate strong teacher consensus
(80 %) on literature’s positive role in enhancing speaking fluency,
confidence, and participation. However, significant implementation
gaps exist due to insufficient teacher training, limited resources, and
curricular constraints. Observations revealed that while students
could read texts (85 %), most struggled with analytical discussion
(70 % unable) and critical use of literary tools (85 % unable). The
study concludes that literature is a potent but underutilized peda-
gogical resource. Recommendations include curriculum integration,
teacher professional development, provision of literary materials,
and promotion of communicative, student centered approaches.
This research contributes to EFL pedagogy in under resourced con-
texts and offers actionable insights for curriculum reform in Sudan.

Keywords: Literature, Speaking Skills, EFL, Communicative
Competence, Teacher Perceptions.
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1. Introduction

English as a Foreign Language (EFL) education in Sudan, as
in many Global South contexts, has historically prioritized gram-
matical accuracy and reading comprehension over oral communi-
cative competence. In Sudanese secondary schools, English is a
compulsory subject, yet students frequently complete their educa-
tion with limited ability to speak English confidently or fluently.
This discrepancy stems from teachercentered pedagogies, exam-

ination pressures, and a lack of authentic communicative practice
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in classrooms. ElObeid, the capital of North Kordofan State, re-
flects these national challenges, with EFL learners demonstrating
noticeable weaknesses in oral communication despite years of for-
mal instruction.Concurrently, literature has gained recognition in
applied linguistics as a valuable resource for language teaching.
Literary textsincluding short stories, poems, plays, and novelsof-
fer authentic language, cultural richness, and emotional engage-
ment, providing meaningful contexts for speaking activities such
as discussion, roleplay, and dramatization. Literature aligns with
communicative and learnercentered approaches by encouraging
interpretation, opinion expression, and oral negotiation of mean-
ing. Moreover, it can reduce affective barriers, making language
learning more enjoyable and less anxietyinducing.
2. Statement of the problem
Despite the pedagogical potential of literature, its role in
developing communication skills remains underresearched and
underapplied in Sudanese secondary schools, particularly in E1O-
beid. Teachers often underutilize literary texts or use them primar-
ily for reading comprehension, neglecting their potential for oral
skill development. This gap between literature’s potential and its
practical application contributes to the persistent weakness in stu-
dents’ speaking proficiency.
3. Objectives of the Study
This study aims to:
1. Investigate the extent to which literature is used in teaching speak-
ing skills in E1Obeid secondary schools.
2. Assess the impact of literary texts on students’ speaking skill de-
velopment.
3. Explore teachers’ and students’ perceptions regarding literature-
based speaking instruction.

109 2026 (ko - 21447 Ylaey - Gy I susll - & gillly dawdilly dygy 1) Olwlyl) p3ldl) Ao




A.Baraa Abdalmoneim Kheirallah Khalifa-Dr. Suleiman Mohamed Suleiman-Dr. Mujtaba Mohamed Sallam Ahmed

4. Questions of the Study
1. To what extent is literature used in teaching speaking skills at
ElObeid secondary schools?
2. What is the impact of using literary texts on the development of
students’ speaking skills?
3. What are teachers’ and students’ perceptions toward the use of
literature in developing speaking skills?
5. Significance of the Study
This study contributes to EFL pedagogy by empirically ex-
amining literature’s role in speaking skill development within a
Sudanese context. Findings can inform curriculum designers,
teacher trainers, and policymakers seeking to enhance communi-
cative language teaching. It also provides a foundation for further
research on literatureintegrated language instruction in similar
EFL settings.
6. Literature Review
6.1 Speaking Skills in EFL Contexts
Speaking is a productive skill enabling realtime interaction
and is often considered the most crucial yet challenging of the four
language skills. Key components include fluency, accuracy, pro-
nunciation, discourse management, and interactional competence.
In many EFL settings, including Sudan, speaking is hindered by
limited practice opportunities, high anxiety, teacherdominated
classrooms, and lack of authentic communicative contexts.
6.2 Literature as a Pedagogical Tool
Literature provides authentic linguistic input, cultural expo-
sure, and opportunities for meaningful communication. Its bene-
fits in language learning include:
- Vocabulary Enhancement: Exposure to rich, contextualized
lexicon.
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Grammatical Awareness: Observation of syntax and style in
narrative forms.

Critical Thinking: Analysis of themes, characters, and moral
dilemmas.

Motivational Engagement: Emotional and intellectual
involvement through story and character.

6.3 Theoretical Frameworks Supporting Literature Use

Communicative Language Teaching (CLT): Emphasizes
meaningful interaction; literature provides authentic contexts
for dialogue and discussion.

Sociocultural Theory (Vygotsky): Highlights social interaction
and scaffolding; literaturebased collaborative tasks promote
oral development.

Constructivism:  Posits active knowledge construction;
literature invites interpretation and personal response, fostering
oral expression.

6.4 Literature and Speaking Skill Development

Specific literaturebased strategies for speaking include:
Dramatization and Roleplay: Encourage expressive,
spontaneous speech.

Group Discussion and Debate: Stimulate critical thinking and
extended oral interaction.

Storytelling and Retelling: Enhance narrative coherence and
fluency.

Character Interviews and Predictions: Promote imaginative
and interactive speaking.

Empirical studies in African contexts (e.g., Nigeria, Kenya) show
that literaturebased activities improve fluency, confidence, and
participation.

111

£2026 usle - 51447 Olissy - Oy JWI Susll - & sklly dnuudilly &gy ) Clulyald 3L dme



A.Baraa Abdalmoneim Kheirallah Khalifa-Dr. Suleiman Mohamed Suleiman-Dr. Mujtaba Mohamed Sallam Ahmed

6.5 Challenges in LiteratureBased Instruction

- Text Complexity: Literary texts may exceed learners’
proficiency  levels.

- Teacher Preparedness: Many teachers lack training in literature
pedagogy.

~ Curricular Constraints: Exams and syllabi often prioritize
grammar and reading over speaking.

- Resource Limitations: Shortages of appropriate literary
materials.

7. Research Method

7.1 Research Design

A mixedmethods sequential explanatory design was em-
ployed, combining quantitative (questionnaire) and qualitative

(observation) approaches to provide comprehensive insights.

7.2 Population and Sample

- Population: All EFL teachers in government secondary schools
in EIObeid.

- Sample: 50 teachers for questionnaires; 20 teachers for classroom
observations (purposively sampled from questionnaire respondents).

7.3 Data Collection Instruments

1. Teacher Questionnaire: A 30item Likertscale instrument cov-
ering perceptions, practices, and attitudes regarding literature
and speaking skills. Included demographic sections on qualifi-
cations and experience.

2. Classroom Observation Checklist: A structured tool focusing on:
use of literary texts, types of speaking activities, student partici-
pation, teacher student interaction, and analytical discussion.

7.4 Data Collection Procedures

- Permissions obtained from educational authorities.

- Questionnaires distributed and collected in person.
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- Observations conducted during regular lessons to capture
authentic practices.

- Ethical principles (confidentiality, voluntary participation)
strictly followed.

7.5 Data Analysis

- Quantitative: Descriptive statistics (frequencies, percentages)
using SPSS.

- Qualitative: Thematic analysis of observation notes, identifying
patterns in teaching practices and student engagement.

7.6 Validity and Reliability

- Instruments reviewed by ELT and research methodology experts.

- Pilot study conducted with 10 teachers (excluded from main
sample).

- Cronbach’s alpha for questionnaire: 0.84, indicating good internal
consistency.

8. Data Analysis and Discussion

Table (8.1): Literature role is to develop and enhance student’s

communicative skills.

Options Frequency Percent

Disagree 1 % 2.0

Not Sure 9 % 18.0
Agree 40 % 80.0
Total 50 % 100.0

The results show that 40 teachers (80 %) agree with the statement,
9 teachers (18 %) are not sure, and only 1 teacher (2 %) disagrees.
This indicates a strong consensus that literature plays a role in de-
veloping speaking skills.
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Figure (8.1): Literature role is to develop and enhance stu-
dent’s communicative skills.
Table (8.2): Students can improve their English language skills

through literature
Options Frequency Percent
Disagree 1 % 2.0
Not Sure 11 % 22.0
Agree 38 % 76.0
Total 50 % 100.0

The findings reveal that 38 teachers (76 %) agree, 11 teachers
(22 %) are not sure, and 1 teacher (2 %) disagrees. This result fur-
ther supports the importance of literature in enhancing students’
speaking abilities.
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Figure (8.2) Students can improve their English language skills
through literature
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Table (8.3): Teaching literature fortified enriching student’s with

vocabulary.
Options Frequency Percent
Disagree 5 % 10.0
Not Sure 14 % 28.0
Agree 31 % 62.0
Total 50 % 100.0

The data indicate that 31 teachers (62 %) agree, 14 teach-
ers (28 %) are not sure, and 5 teachers (10 %) disagree. Although
the majority agree, the relatively high percentage of uncertainty
suggests the need for teacher training in literature-based speaking

100%
S0%%
B0%%
TO%
B0%
50%:
0%
0%
0%

0%

Percentage

= Agrec
= Disagree
= Mot sune

Figure (8.3) Teaching literature fortified enriching student’s
with vocabulary.

Table (8.4): Teachers utilize literary approach for teaching lit-
erature to develop communicative skills.

Options Frequency Percent
Disagree 5 % 10.0

Not Sure 14 % 28.0
Agree 31 % 62.0
Total 50 % 100.0
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Similarly, 31 teachers (62 %) agree, 14 teachers (28 %) are
not sure, and 5 teachers (10 %) disagree. This suggests that litera-
ture contributes positively to speaking skills, though its implemen-
tation may vary across classrooms.

100%
BO%
60% s Agree
40% m Disagree
= Mot sune
20%
e
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Percentage

Figure (8.4) Teachers utilize literary approach for teaching lit-
erature to develop communicative skills.

Regarding the Observation Checklist

Table (8.5): Students Have Previous Experience in Literature

Option | Frequen- | Percentage | ¥
cy

Yes 5 % 25 5.0

No 15 % 75

Total 20 % 100

It is evident from Table (2.1) that the majority of students,
15 (75 %), lack prior experience in literature, while only 5 (25 %)
possess such experience. This finding highlights a serious gap in
students’ literary background and underscores the need for system-
atic exposure to literature as a means of developing communica-
tion skills.
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Figure (8.6): Students Have Previous Experience in Literature
Table (2.2): Students Are Able to Read Literary Texts

Option Frequency Percentage e
Yes 17 % 85 9.8
No 3 % 15

Total 20 % 100

Table (2.2) shows that a large proportion of students, 17 (85
%), are able to read literary texts, whereas only 3 (15 %) face dif-
ficulties. This indicates that reading ability is not a major obstacle
and can be effectively utilized to enhance communicative compe-
tence through literature.
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Figure (8.6): Students Are Able to Read Literary Texts

’-—\_

e —

117 2026 (ko - 21447 Ylaey - Gy I susll - & gillly dawdilly dygy 1) Olwlyl) p3ldl) Ao




A.Baraa Abdalmoneim Kheirallah Khalifa-Dr. Suleiman Mohamed Suleiman-Dr. Mujtaba Mohamed Sallam Ahmed

Table (2.3): Students Can Follow the Sequence of Events in the
Story

Option Frequency Percentage v
Yes 18 % 90 12.8
No 2 % 10

Total 20 % 100

The results reveal that 18 (90 %) of the students can follow
the sequence of events in a story. This reflects good comprehen-
sion skills, which are essential for meaningful discussion and oral
communication in literature classes.

100%
20%
60% uYes
40% =No
0% — — :
Percentage

Figure (8.7): Students Can Follow the Sequence of Events in
the Story

Table (8.8): Students Participate in Answering Questions Giv-
en by the Lecturer

Option Frequency Percentage »
Yes 18 % 90 12.8
No 2 % 10

Total 20 % 100

Table (8.8) indicates a high level of classroom participation,
with 18 (90 %) students actively answering questions. This posi-
tive engagement suggests that literature lessons provide opportu-
nities for interaction and verbal expression.
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Figure (8.8): Students Participate in Answering Questions
Given by the Lecturer
9. Findings

The findings indicate that a strong majority of English lan-
guage teachers acknowledge the importance of literature in de-
veloping speaking skills. Specifically, 80 % of the respondents
agreed that literature plays a vital role in enhancing speaking abil-
ity, while only 2 % disagreed, demonstrating overwhelming sup-
port for literature-based instruction.

In relation to the impact of literature on students’ speaking
performance, 76 % of the teachers agreed that literary texts con-
tribute positively to improving speaking skills, compared to only 2
% who disagreed. This confirms that literature is perceived as an
effective instructional tool in speaking development.

The results further reveal that literature enhances students’
participation in speaking activities. This is supported by the find-
ing that 74 % of the respondents agreed that literature encourag-
es active oral participation, whereas only 4 % disagreed.

Regarding speaking fluency, 70 % of the teachers agreed
that literature helps improve students’ fluency, while 6 % dis-
agreed, indicating that literary texts promote natural and continu-
ous speech through meaningful language exposure.
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In terms of confidence, the findings show that 72 % of the re-
spondents agreed that literature increases students’ confidence in
speaking, with only 2 % disagreement, highlighting literature’s
role in reducing anxiety and encouraging self-expression.

The results also demonstrate that literature stimulates class-
room discussion and interaction, as evidenced by 70 % agree-
ment among teachers, while 2 % disagreed.

However, the findings reveal certain challenges in imple-
mentation. Some questionnaire items recorded moderate agree-
ment levels, with agreement percentages ranging between 52 %
and 60 %, while uncertainty levels reached up to 46 % in some
cases. This indicates hesitation among teachers regarding specific
aspects of applying literature in speaking instruction.

10. Conclusion

This study investigated the role of literature in developing
speaking skills among EFL learners in secondary schools in El
Obeid, Sudan. The findings clearly demonstrate that literature holds
significant pedagogical value in enhancing learners’ oral commu-
nication, particularly in terms of fluency, confidence, vocabulary
use, and classroom participation. Questionnaire results revealed
strong teacher consensus regarding the positive impact of liter-
ary texts on speaking development, while classroom observations
provided concrete evidence of students’ ability to read and com-
prehend texts, albeit with limited analytical and interactive oral
engagement. Despite this recognized potential, the study revealed
a substantial gap between teachers’ positive perceptions and actual
classroom practices. Literature is often used in a traditional, text-
bound manner, focusing mainly on reading comprehension rath-
er than as a springboard for communicative speaking activities.
Factors such as insufficient teacher training, exam-oriented cur-
ricula, lack of appropriate literary resources, large class sizes, and
students’ limited literary background significantly hinder effective

S,
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implementation. Nevertheless, in classrooms where literature was
employed interactively through discussion, role play, dramatiza-
tion, and storytelling, students demonstrated greater willingness
to speak, improved use of language, and higher levels of engage-
ment. These findings affirm that literature can function as a power-
ful tool for developing speaking skills when supported by appro-
priate pedagogy and institutional backing. Consequently, the study
concludes that literature is not inherently ineffective in Sudanese
EFL contexts; rather, it remains an underutilized resource whose
success depends on systematic curricular integration, teacher pre-
paredness, and supportive learning environments. Literature rep-
resents a vital bridge between linguistic knowledge and communi-
cative practice. When effectively integrated into EFL instruction,
it has the capacity to transform classrooms into dynamic spaces
for interaction, creativity, and meaningful language use. For Suda-
nese secondary school learners to achieve communicative compe-
tence in English, literature must be repositioned from a peripheral
reading tool to a central component of speaking-oriented pedago-
gy, supported by coherent policy, informed teaching practices, and
sustained institutional commitment. The study recommended that,
Literature-based speaking activities should be explicitly integrated
into national EFL and English language curricula at the secondary
school level should explicitly incorporate literature-based speak-
ing activities to ensure systematic and consistent classroom appli-
cation. Besides Regular training programs and professional devel-
opment workshops should be organized to equip English language
teachers with practical strategies for using literature to develop
speaking skills. Moreover Schools should provide appropriate and
varied literary materials, such as short stories, plays, and poems,
that suit students’ linguistic levels and cultural backgrounds. Fi-
nally Further research is recommended to investigate the role of
literature in developing other language skills and to examine its
effectiveness at different educational stages.

’_\ —
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Abstract:

Feedback is a crucial factor in the development of learners’
writing proficiency. It plays a central role, contributing to both the
quality of written output and the processes involved in the acquisi-
tion of the competence of writing. This paper explores the impact
of feedback on the development of EFL learners’ writing profi-
ciency. Furthermore, the study examines the mechanisms through
which feedback facilitates the development of writing, emphasiz-
ing its forms, timing, and pedagogical effectiveness. To acieve the
objectives of this paper, the study employed multiple data collec-
tion instruments: two questionnaires — one for teachers and one
for students — and student interviews. The questionnaires gathered
teachers’ evaluations of the impact of feedback on the quality of
students’ writing proficiency. Finally, interviews with a subset of
students provided deeper insights into the influence of feedback
on their written performance and whether it helps them improve
their writing or not. The findings indicate that teacher feedback is
generally effective and supportive, particularly in promoting writ-
ing development over time. However, the results also highlight
the need for more student-centered approaches, such as structured
peer interaction and feedback that prioritizes meaning and rhetor-
ical quality over mechanical accuracy.

Key Words: writing competence, supportive feedback, corrective

feedback, peer correction
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1. Introduction

Writing 1s a fundamental skill in modern literate societies,
often more essential than is commonly recognized. Writing is a
powerful mechanism through which we express our thoughts and
emotions. Grabe and Kaplan (1996, p.3) note that writing occurs in
various forms daily—ranging from routine messages and letters to
more structured tasks—demonstrating people’s ability to control
the written medium. Reid (1989) further emphasizes that people
write not only for practical purposes but also to explore ideas, ex-
press emotions, recount experiences, imagine possibilities, and for
sheer pleasure. Writing is thus both a personal and social activity.
In real-life situations, writers receive feedback from their readers
through those readers’ reactions, which provide real feedback for
writers. For students, however, the primary audience is the teach-
er; therefore, teachers’ responses to students’ writing should be

immediate, regular, and informative.
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2.Literature Review
Writing as a Social and Cognitive Process

Writing is deeply embedded in social contexts, shaping and
reflecting worldviews influenced by social problems and group
norms (Hyland, 1997; Kuhn, 1970; MacDonald, 1994). Academic
writing, in particular, involves engaging with colleagues through
methodologies, arguments, and rhetorical strategies to persuade or
inform, drawing on both rhetorical skills and objective reasoning.
Zemach and Islam (2006) stress the importance of writing as a
means of communication in daily life and especially in educational
settings, noting that it is one of the most challenging skills to mas-
ter in both first and second languages. Cultural conventions also
shape how ideas are organized and presented in academic writing.
Writing 1s a complex cognitive process requiring both linguistic
competence and strategic thinking. Hazel (2005) argues that writ-
ing does not emerge spontaneously but through a process requir-
ing knowledge and skill. Deane et al. (2008) suggest that writing
involves producing texts for diverse purposes across varied social
contexts. Kellogg (2008) highlights that writing extended texts is
cognitively demanding, requiring memory, organization, and crit-
ical thinking. Elbow (1981) points out that writing demands the
integration of creativity (generating ideas) and critical evaluation
(selecting and refining ideas), which often conflict. EFL learners
often struggle with this dual demand, producing texts that are less
informative and sophisticated (Hyland & Hyland, 2006).
Challenges for EFL Learners

EFL students face particular difficulties in writing, including
generating ideas, organizing content, and applying critical eval-
uation. They may not fully recognize the complexity of the writ-
ing process or employ their cognitive abilities effectively to refine
their texts. Mastering writing requires significant practice, guid-
ance, and feedback to develop fluency, accuracy, and coherence
(Zemach & Islam, 2006). It is the role of the teacher to monitor
such practice and play the role of audience by providing guidance
and feedback during and after the process of writing.

e
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Feedback in Writing Instruction:

Feedback plays a crucial role in supporting learners’ writing
development, particularly within process-oriented approaches.
Hyland and Hyland (2006). The importance of feedback emerged
with the development of learner-centered approaches to writing
instruction in North American L1 composition classes during the
1970s. The “process approach” gave greater attention to teach-
er-student encounters around texts and encouraged teachers to
support writers through multiple drafts by providing feedback and
suggesting revisions during the process of writing itself, rather than
at the end of it. The form feedback took was extended beyond the
teacher’s marginal notes to include oral interaction involving the
teacher or the students themselves. The focus moved from a con-
cern with mechanical accuracy and control of language to a greater
emphasis on the development and discovery of meaning through
the experience of writing and rewriting. Providing learners with
feedback helps bridge the gap between their interlanguage and
target language (Furnborough & Truman, 2009). Corrective feed-
back may identify errors and provide suggestions for improvement
(L1, Link, & Hegelheimer, 2015; Wilson & Czik, 2016). Effective
feedback supports grammatical accuracy, long-term proficiency,
and metalinguistic awareness (Ferris, 2006; Ellis, 2009), with its
impact influenced by learner proficiency, feedback type, and op-
portunities for revision. Nicol and Macfarlane-Dick (2006) argue
that task-focused feedback is more relevant and effective than gen-
eral praise, as it helps students regulate their own learning. Cohen
(1987) notes that unclear or inconsistent feedback can demotivate
learners. Ferris (1995) and Nation (2009) emphasize that multiple
sources of feedback—including peers, teachers, and other read-
ers—are most effective when repeated throughout the writing pro-
cess and when delivered in ways students can act upon. Positive
feedback on content enhances learners’ motivation and engage-

~—— "_\
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ment, not just grammatical accuracy. Hyland (2003) highlights the
importance of developing students’ metacognitive awareness of
writing strategies. Teacher responses, including individual atten-
tion, peer review, conferences, and audio feedback, are crucial in
motivating learners, guiding revisions, and facilitating language
development. Such responses represent key intervention points in
the writing process, fostering both skill development and learner
autonomy.

3.Research Method:

3.1 Participants:

The participant pool consisted of Sixty-five Sudanese teach-
ers and 240 undergraduate English majors from five Sudanese
universities. The students are from Kassala University, Gadaref
University, the Red Sea University, Omdurman Islamic University
and Omdurman Ahlia University. Teachers are chosen due to the
fact that they play a crucial role in developing students’ writing
skills and due to the fact that they are the intended audience for
students’ writing, providing feedback and guidance. The students
represent the future practitioners of the English language in the
Sudanese society. Investigating their learning habits is believed to
be with great value in the field of education.

3.2 Instruments:

The data of this research were collected through two ques-
tionnaires, and an interview. One of the two questionnaires was
designed for the teachers and the other for EFL learners. The pro-
cedures through which the research data have been obtained are as
follows:

3.3 Procedures:

240 questionnaires were collected from the students and 65

from the teachers. Finally, an interview was conducted to 20 of the

students.
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3.3.1 Teachers’ Questionnaire

The primary objective of the questionnaire was to explore
the effect of their response to their students’ writing. The question-
naire also seeks to find out the nature of the feedback the teachers
provide for the students during their writing process.in developing
learners’ communicative competence.
3-3-2- Students’ Questionnaire

The rationale for the students’ questionnaire was to make sure
that the data collected for the current study are valid; leading to re-
liable results. This procedure is drawn from the fact that a students’
questionnaire can provide immediate qualitative data, which could
lead to a reliable and effective study. The two questionnaires and
the interview will complement each other in eliciting data for the
present study.
3.3.3 Students’ Interview

The rationale behind the interview conducted with some of
the participants is to uncover aspects of students’ experiences and
responses to feedback that could not be captured through question-
naires alone. Considering this fact, a decision was made to conduct
an interview with at least half of the student participants.
4. Data Analysis or Discussion

To discuss the results of this study, statistical results of the
tables (1, 2) and the result obtained from the students™ actual spo-
ken performance were thoroughly examined and discussed. The
following table gives the teachers’ evaluation of the feedback the
students receive on their writing.

,—_\

£2026 Lulo - 21447 (laoy - GSMly JWI susll - dygsllly dewdilly &g U Olulyul) p3ldl) Ao 128




The Role of Feedback in the Development of EFL Learners’ Writing skills

Table (1) Teachers’ Feedback

Strongl Ni n- .
No | Item ag:e%y Agree oiglrl)m Disagree

I The absence of the | o o o 5 -
instructive and sup- Gkt %462 | % L5 %3.1

portive  teacher’s
comments is one of 2
the factors that affect | 32 30 1 2 -
students’  writing
pegatjvely.

2 The feedback pro- | %29.2 %492 % 1.3 % 20 -
vided for the stu-
dentjsdshmgd f(icus 5
on idea develop-

ment, clarity and = = ! 13
coherence rather

Strongly Medi-
disagree an

than grammar

g g}ln%ogc‘e%“g‘fv and | o 20 %508 | %62 %215 | %15

tors g(Iild evaluation
procedures  neg-

atively affect the 13 33 4 14 1 2
students’  written
communicative

competence
4 Teachers’ negative | % 47.7 % 33.8 % 1.7 % 1.7 % 3.1
comments demo-
tivate students >
and make them | 31 22 5 5 2
reluctant in their
writing

5 Teachers’ d_gt(;m— % 6.2
ments Istract | 9 13.8 % 35.4 % 13.8 % 30.8
students and lead
them away from
the purpose of 3
writing a partic-

ular text in their 9 23 5 20 4
.voices

6 | Teachers”  com- [ o 154 %40.0 | % 15.4 %27.7 % 1.5
ments are worded

in such a way that
it is difficult for
$tudents to know 4 2
exactly what they | 10 26 10 18
need to revise or
correct

7o lextospectlic fon97 o538 |%i1sa4 [%31 |-
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communicative

competence

8 Peerﬁcoﬁre%lﬁm can | % 33.8 % 53.8 % 7.7 % 3.1 % 1.5 9
sitive uence

pi?udentﬁy writing 22 35 S 2 1

9 The comments | % 60.0 % 33.8 % 4.6 % 1.5 -

provided by teach-
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motive for editing | 39 22 3 1 2

and romoting

students’ final ver-

sions
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As shown in table above, a significant majority of the teachers
(95.4 %) asserted that the instructive and supportive teacher’s com-
ments are vital for developing writing skills. Teachers indicated that
such feedback serves as a diagnostic tool, allowing students to iden-
tify weaknesses and improve future performance of their writing
process. It also lets them know how well they perform during their
process of writing. This in turn helps the students identify the areas
of weakness in their performance and work hard to improve them.
Result in the table above also suggests that most of the teachers
agreed that the feedback should focus on idea development, clari-
ty and coherence rather than grammar. That is, teachers’ feedback
should focus on meaning and rhetorical quality over mechanical
accuracy. Teachers report that the methods and procedures used in
evaluating students’ writing are not effective. Students’ success or
failure in writing is judged in terms of their scores in the final exam
rather than by the extent to which they have benefited from the
course. This may have a negative impact on the students who feel
that they perform well during writing sessions, but for some rea-
sons fail to do the same in their final exam. Teachers also claim
that negative comments on the students’ writing demotivate the
students making them reluctant to write. They contend that such
negative comments distract students and lead them away from
the purpose of writing a particular text in their own voice. Teach-
ers state that sometimes their comments on students’ writing are
vague which makes it very difficult for the students to know exact-
ly what is wrong with their writing. This result supports Cohen’s
(1987) opinion on teacher’s feedback as often confusing, vague
and inconsistent. When students feel that they do not know how
well they perform in their writing task they will not be motivat-
ed to write in the future. So, text-specific comments are crucial
because they help students be aware of the factors necessary to
produce coherent and more informative texts. Teachers assert that
peer correction is one of the factors that help the students produce
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effective and thoroughly planned piece of writing. The students
can go over the writing of each other before submitting the final
draft to the teacher. This can promote students’ ability to conduct
fruitful discussion. They can benefit from one another by going
through different personal thinking and writing styles. Most teach-
ers agree that teachers’ comments on the students’ writing should
promote the final version of the students’ writing. Ferris (1995)
maintained that there 1s some evidence that students do, in fact,
find their teachers’ feedback useful in helping them to improve
their writing. The evidence indicates that the students pay more
attention if it 1s provided on preliminary drafts rather than final
drafts.

Teachers' Agreement with Feedback Statements

100

75 7

50 4

25 4

Percentage of Agreement

The following table shows students’ view on the type of feedback
they receive on their writing:

f\ B
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Table (2) Students’ View on Teachers’ Feedback

No Item Always | Often | Sometimes | Rarely | Never | Median
%462 | %183 | % 19.2 % 10.8 | % 5.4
I receive feedback
from my teacher
Ijat several stages | | gy |y 26 13 2
during the writing
.process
I di %38.8 | %19.2 | % 25.8 %104 | % 5.8
scover new
) ideas due to the 5
feedback I receive | 93 46 62 25 14
from teacher
%30.8 | % 13.8 | % 35.8 % 11.7 | % 7.9
I discuss my
writing with my
3 | peers before sub- 3
mitting it to the = = 4 2 =
.teacher
The feedback T [ %26.7 [ %204 [ %254 %121 %150

receive from my
teacher does not
4 hinder me from 64 49 61 20 36 3
expressing  my
thought in my

own_ voice
The feedback I %258 [ %158 | %288 % 154 [ % 142

receive focuses
on the unity and
5 | coherence of the | ¢y 38 69 37 34 3
text 1 produce
rather on error
correction

Results in the table above states that most of the students re-

ceive feedback from their teachers at several stages during their

writing. The students claim that this feedback helps them discover
new ideas which help them improve their writing. The results also
show that the students do not discuss their writing with peers be-

fore editing the final version. This may be due to the way writing

~—— ,—-\
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is treated in most of the EFL learning settings. In most EFL set-
tings, students are asked to write about a particular topic and the
instructor collects what they have written to be marked. Writing
needs to be treated as a process in which students revise what they
produce several times before they submit the final version. During
this process, they discuss their writings with both the teacher and
their peers. Unless teachers highlight the importance of peer dis-
cussion in writing, the students will not benefit from this issue of
learning. Explicit instruction on the advantages of peer discussion
may help the students recognize the sort of the benefit they get in
this respect. The students assert that the feedback they get from
the teacher does not hinder them from discussing their thoughts in
their own voice. The students maintain that the feedback they re-
ceive from their teachers focuses on error correction rather than on
the unity and coherence of the texts they produce. In the interview
the students assumed that the feedback they receive from their
teachers encourages them to exert more effort during their process
of writing. They asserted that they feel more motivated to improve
when they read the feedback. The students reported that the feed-
back is provided in a supportive and respectful way. They also
admitted that the feedback they receive makes them feel confident
about their ability to improve. They never feel discouraged when
they receive feedback on their writing. However, some students
state that their teachers only praise them when they perform well
in writing. They never receive any written comments on how well

they perform in writing tasks. A few students report that the teach-

R
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ers are interested in grammatical and lexical accuracy of what they
have written. The teachers do not focus on how students develop
a particular idea into a meaningful thought. They ask students to
be aware of the kind of words and sentence structures they use in
writing. Only a few students state that the comments they receive

focus on idea development and organization.

Students Who 'Always' Receive/Perceive Teacher Feedback

Percentage of Students

Item 1 Item 2 Item 3 Item 4 Item &
Question ltems

Across almost all items, teachers show strong agreement with
the importance of feedback in shaping students’ writing. Most me-
dians are 2 (Agree), indicating a generally positive and consistent
stance toward constructive, supportive, and purposeful feedback.

~—— "_\
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Only Item 5 shows a median of 3 (No opinion), suggesting some
uncertainty or divided views there. Taken together, these patterns
help contextualize how feedback is perceived and applied in in-
structional practice. The findings indicate that teacher feedback is
generally effective and supportive, particularly in promoting writ-
ing development over time. However, the results also highlight
the need for more student-centered approaches, such as structured
peer interaction and feedback that prioritizes meaning and rhetor-
ical quality over mechanical accuracy.
5. Findings

The findings of this study reveal the crucial role of instruc-
tive, supportive, and text-specific feedback in promoting students’
writing proficiency. Results highlight the fact that feedback should
focus on idea development, clarity, coherence, and organization
rather than focusing narrowly on grammatical accuracy. Findings
also reveal clearly that vague, negative, or exam-oriented evalua-
tion practices have a negative impact on the students. Such prac-
tices demotivate learners and limit the effectiveness of feedback,
particularly when students’ writing development is judged only in
terms of the final exam scores rather than by their performance
during the course. Despite the fact that both teachers and students
report that feedback is delivered at multiple stages and is general-
ly supportive and motivating, some students reported that teach-
ers focus primarily on the accuracy of the linguistic rules in their
writing. Other students reported that teachers offer praise without
providing feedback that has practical impact on their performance.
Furthermore, lack of engagement in peer revision and discussion
indicates that writing is still treated as a product rather than a pro-
cess in many EFL contexts.

o e
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6. Conclusion
The findings of the study suggest that for feedback to lead

to meaningful improvement, it must be explicit, focused on high-
er-order writing skills, integrated into a process-oriented approach
to writing, and accompanied by guidance on how students can ap-
ply comments through revision and peer collaboration.
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