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Symbolism in the poetry of Ibn Khafaja (the poem describing the
mountain) as a model
(an applied analytical Study)
Dr. Gada Mohamed Ahmed Ahmed
Abstract:

This applied analytical study aims to explore symbolism in the
poetry of Ibn Khafaja, focusing on the poem Description of the Mountain.
It examines the relationship between description and the central theme
of the poem, as well as the role of choosing the mountain as a subject.
This choice is attributed to several reasons, most notably the importance
of silent nature as embodied in the description of the mountain and its
role in highlighting the primary purpose of symbolism in the poem.
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The study follows a descriptive-analytical approach, relying in its material
on sources that addressed the Andalusian era, in addition to sources that
dealt with the poet’s poetry. The study concluded with a number of results,
including that the symbol represents the poet himself and reflects the
transformation he experienced. The description of the mountain expresses
all emotions and stages, and the mountain does not merely represent silent
nature characterized by stillness; rather, it reflects the stages of human life,
the passage of time, and the fluctuations of life. The mountain is not a mere
solid mass; therefore, a dialogue was conducted with precision and depth.
The research demonstrated that the structure of the poem reflects the
poet’s psychological state. Ibn Khafaja succeeded, through his authentic
language, in conveying subtle meanings, suggestions, and symbols,
making both the reader and the researcher notice the aesthetic quality of
the poet. The study also showed that Ibn Khafaja employed rhetorical
skills eloquently in portraying the mountain, which made him one of the
most prominent poets of his era..
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