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Dahlak Island and the relationship of the Arabs
in the First and Second Hijri Centuries/Seventh and Eighth
Centuries AD
Dr. Afrah Ali Gibran Naji Al-Sanabani,
Abstract
This study aims to shed light on Dahlak island, it is one of the
islands located in the Red Sea, which is of great importance to Arab.
There are several aspects of the relationship between Arab and Dahlak
island during the successive stages of history, particularly in the first
and second Hijri centuries. This relationship has varied from time to
time, whether before or after Islam. It has fluctuated between friendship
and closeness at times, and hostility at other times. This is where the
importance of choosing this topic lies. The researcher used the historical
research method, which is based on collecting scientific material,
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arranging it chronologically, analyzing the information provided, and
preferring some of it over others based on what the sources mention.
The study aims to know the importance of the island in all aspects,
and to clarify the relationship of Arabs with it during the study period.
Dahlak represented an economic importance for Arab in several
areas, including Mecca, as they had a commercial relationship and
rapprochement, which later turned into hostility after the Abyssinian
invasion of Mecca to destroy “ Kaaba”. Then later it became a refuge
for Muslims. In the Umayyad and Abbasid eras, Dahlak Island became
very important. It had close ties with Yemen, because it was under its
control. The researcher concluded that Dahlak Island had close ties with
Arab in all aspects of life throughout the history of the successive Arab
states, both before and after Islam.
Keywords: Dakhlik, Arab, importance, relationship.
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