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Emerging Negative Social Phenomena and Their Impact on Social Peace
(A Study of The Outlaws Phenomenon in West Kordofan State)
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Abstract:
This study examines emerging negative phenomena in society and
their impact on threatening social peace, with a focus on the phenomenon
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of outlaws in West Kordofan State. The importance of the study lies
in shedding light on a new negative phenomenon that threatens the
security and stability of society in West Kordofan—namely, the outlaws
who initially began their activities in forests and valleys as an armed
opposition against the government, then evolved into highway robbers
and killers. Their numbers have increased significantly, overwhelming
local communities and rendering them unable to combat them, especially
in light of the apparent leniency shown by the government. The problem
of the study is the existence of a new phenomenon that threatens security
and social peace, to the extent that the issue of lawlessness has become
widely recognized, affecting a large segment of the population in West
Kordofan State. Accordingly, the study raises a broad research question:
What are the causes behind the emergence of outlaws, and what are the
roles of the government and local communities in limiting their danger?
This is in addition to several other related questions. The study aims to
identify the causes and motivations behind the emergence of outlaws,
as well as to determine their locations and patterns of movement, and to
examine the roles of the government and local communities—trepresented
by traditional administrations—in reducing their threat and curbing their
growing activities. The study adopts the descriptive historical method and
arrives at several key findings, most notably that the emergence of outlaws
began gradually with theft and then developed into a force that poses
a serious threat to security and social peace. Furthermore, the evident
leniency of government authorities has contributed to the spread of this
phenomenon. The study recommends the need to activate all sectors of
society, both official and popular, to combat this phenomenon.
Social peace, conflicts, traditional administrations, citizens, the
state.
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