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Changes in the urban identity of Omdurman city Bait El mal quarter
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Abstract:
The paper addressed the Changes in the urban identity of Omdur-
man city(Bait EI mal quarter)The problem of the study.Most of the Ar-
abic cities that was characterized by urban development faced the loss
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of their urban identity in recent societies.Bait El mal as a traditional area
became unable to provide its inhabitants the modern needs, together with
changes in the social and economical characteristics that show modern
types of architecture. These change had a negative impact on the urban
identity of the area.The importance of study stems from the fact that it
deals with a topic that is considered of the vital aspects in the prosperity
of the city of Omdurman. The study aims to identity the reciprocity rela-
tionship between the urban changes due to technology development and
the original urban identity of the area. Also the need to strike a balance
between the originality and the modernity. The method of study is the
historical, the descriptive and the analytical method. Most important re-
sults are that the ways to show the urban identity stands in dividing the
main area to subareas and the unification of colors, heights and introduc-
ing the most recent produced building materials. Ales the continuity of
the urban identity depend on the conformity of the originality with the
modernity the study recommends that an independent department con-
cerned with this field of study is important to undertake the problems of
the sector together with saving a technical staff highly trained and quali-
fied in the same field. the culture and needs of inhabitants in the area
should be taken in to consideration for the sake of continuity and guaran-
tee of reserving the urban and architectural identity.

Keywords: identity, urban identity ,Architecture identity,place identity

changes in the urban identity.
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