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Reconnaissance of the Middle Paleolithic sites in Eastern Desert
of Lower Atbara: Results and implications.
A.Abubakr Abdelrhman Adam
Abstract:

The general picture of the African Paleolithic has recently been
established by noting the three evolutionary stages and their cultural
aspects that changed through these three phases. The eastern desert on
the lower Atbara River has only recently been explored, although it is
geographically very important. This study emphasizes the role of the
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region in the dispersal of early humans out of Africa. It is based on the
results of an archaeological survey that uncovered 42 Middle Paleolith-
ic sites spread over large areas, some near the Atbara River and others
in the desert. These sites cover an area of about 80 km from west to east
on the east bank of the Atbara River and about 60 km from south to
north. Various stone tools of different technology and typology have
been found in the area, including Levallois cores, side scrapers, end
scrapers, small hand axes, Levallois points, flakes, and denticulate
tools. Most of these tools are related to the Nubian Levallois, especially
the Nubian core type 1, and most of them are similar to those found on
the Red Sea coast in Sudan and Eretria, in northeast Africa and in the
southeast of the Arabian Peninsula (Map 1). The study area is a strate-
gic area and lies on a possible route for the migration of Middle Paleo-
lithic man. This makes the study region one of the regions that contrib-
uted significantly to the spread of human material culture and its route
out of Africa during this period through the Bab al-Mandab route to the
southeast of the Arabian Peninsula
Keywords ;Sudan — Middle Paleolithic - EDAR - Nubian Technocom-
plex — dispersal of early humans out of Africa
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