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Sperm bank
(A Jurisprudential Study)
Dr. Aeshah Al- Ammar Abdullatif
Abstract:

The Islamic Sharia is valid for all times and places, and this includes
its capacity to keep pace with all the changes and developments occurring
in all contemporary aspects of life, particularly in the twentieth century
CE, which witnessed tremendous leaps in various fields of science. The
profound impact of these advancements has led to significant shifts in
the course of events and life patterns. One of the most prominent issues
that emerged in this century is Artificial Insemination. The process of
artificial insemination has generated a number of contemporary medical
novelties, including Sperm Banks and Embryo Banks.The concept
of these banks is based on retrieving gametes, whether male (sperm)
or female (ova/eggs), and storing them in reservoirs with appropriate
physical and chemical properties for a certain period, which may extend
up to a quarter of a century. These gametes are then retrieved upon request.
Given the prevalence of these banks in the Western world, they have not
spread to the same extent in the Islamic world. It was thus essential to
establish controls and guidelines to align their operation with Islamic
teachings.The significance of this study lies in the fact that this issue is
one of the contemporary medical novelties that requires a clarification
of its Sharia ruling, especially in light of the modern tendency of some
Islamic countries to consider resorting to them to solve the problems of
numerous Muslim families suffering from infertility and subfertility. The
study aimed to establish regulations that ensure the operation of these
banks is in accordance with the tenets of the true Islamic religion. The
study employed the Descriptive Methodology and arrived at several
conclusions. Chief among them is the issue of Gamete Freezing, which
should only be resorted to as necessitated by dire necessity (darira) or
pressing need (haja mulha), without excess. This is to be maintained
even if future utilization seems possible, as a measure to sadd al-dhari ‘a
(blocking the means) against manipulation and commercialization.
One of the study’s recommendations is the establishment of a Medical
Information Bank for all evolving regulations and conditions, whether
medical or Sharia-related, pertinent to this issue.

Keywords: Gamete, Reproduction/Procreation, Gamete Freezing, Sperm
Banks, Embryo Banks.
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