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Strategic shifts in the Yemeni islands
Historical reading of a contemporary situation Islands
“Socotra Archipelago” (18341967- AD )

Dr.. Lamia Anwar Kamel Ahmed Yacoub
Abstract:

The study’s importance lies in reading and analyzing the international
strategic shifts towards some “Yemeni islands” themselves, specifically
the Socotra Archipelago in the Indian Ocean, and understanding the
extent of the connection between these shifts and their impact on Yemen’s
security and stability, during the period between 1834 and 1967. The
contemporary era has been characterized by an increase in the strategies
of great powers towards the Yemeni islands in the Indian Ocean, which
has been accompanied by a change in the structure of the conflicting
camps and the emergence of the United States as the sole international
pole in contemporary political strategy, supporting the strategies of some
ambitious states towards the Yemeni islands. The study of strategic shifts in
the Socotra Archipelago and their impact is a renewed research topic that
keeps pace with contemporary political events, and it is a future projection
that requires employing mechanisms and devices capable of facing any
challenges facing the Yemeni islands. The study combines history, politics,
and geography, and highlights the importance of history in future vision.
The researcher used the historical analytical descriptive method to read and
analyze the international strategic shifts towards some Yemeni islands in
contemporary history. The study concluded that the political shifts that the
Socotra Archipelago went through are a reflection of its importance in the
Indian Ocean, the East African coast, and the Gulf of Aden. The events
showed that colonial powers, past and present, are keen to have a foothold in
the archipelago and work to preserve their interests, especially geopolitical
and economic ones. The Socotra Archipelago is like a strong barrier for
national security from the southern side, as it is a passage for security
movements of some great powers heading towards the Red Sea, the Arabian
Gulf, and the Horn of Africa, which has triggered an armed competition and
led to the establishment of military bases. The study recommends further in-
depth studies on the Yemeni islands and their geostrategic importance, and
incorporating them into the collective consciousness of the Yemeni society
first and the Arab society second, to preserve Arab national security.
Keywords: Socotra Archipelago, Socotra, Abd al-Kuri Island, Brothers
Islands, strategic shifts, great powers.
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