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The Merchants of Shaqra City, Al Ahsa “First Half of 14" H/20®
G Century” between Domestic and Regional Trade — “Al-Muhana
Family as a Model.”
A.Jawza Mohammed Alsubaie
Abstract:
This research addresses the economic and commercial role of
Al Ahsa Province as one of the most prominent commercial centers
in the eastern part of Arab Peninsula. Since it enjoys a strategic
geographical location, agricultural resources, as well as the Al-Ugqair
Port, which forms a key connection between the Najdi inland and the
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maritime sphere of the Arab Gulf. The research seeks to highlight the
contribution of Al Ahsa to joining the Najd Province with the Gulf and
Indian ports, as well as its position as a hub for attracting merchants and
the flow of merchandise and capital. In addition to the importance of
Al-Uqair Port to Najd, and its role in the settlement of Najdi merchants
in Al Ahsa. Furthermore, the research investigates the literature review
that focused on the movement of goods and the port’s functions, along
with highlighting its shortcomings in addressing the Najdi merchants’
role, particularly the merchants of Shaqgra City, in forming the regional
commercial networks. The research also stresses the importance of
Shaqgra as a Najdi commercial hub and the relation of its merchants
with Al Ahsa as a key marine port. Since this contributed to the rise of
commercial networks, whose impact extended to the Gulf and Indian
markets, which in turn promoted the regional position of Al Ahsa.
The researcher adopts the analytical, documentary, and descriptive
historical approach to tackle the main research themes. The research
reached some key findings: the emphasis of the pivotal role of Al Ahsa,
the impact of its development on attracting Najdi merchants, as well as
revealing the commercial activity networks and its patterns through Al-
Muhana’s family documents.
Keywords: Al Ahsa — Shaqra — Najd — Trade — Al-Muhana
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