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Challenges Facing the Role of Sudanese Women in the Informal Sector
(A Case Study of the Omdurman Markets 2023)
Dr. Asma Ali Yousif
Abstract:

This study reveals the pivotal role of Sudanese women in the
informal sector by analyzing the situation in Omdurman markets using
a descriptive approach that combines quantitative and qualitative data.
The research problem highlights women’s widespread participation in
this sector amid a lack of legal protection and their double burden due
to economic and social crises, as well as challenges such as security
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harassment, instability and lack of social security, despite their essential
contribution to supporting millions of families.The study aims to
analyze the patterns of Sudanese women’s participation in this sector,
assess their economic contribution, identify challenges, and propose
mechanisms to improve their conditions. It also addresses the impact
of government policies on informal activity and how to maximize its
benefits. The results revealed that 68 % of female workers are married
and contribute 60 % of their families’ income, despite working 812-
hours a day (60 %), being subjected to security harassment (65 %),
facing financing difficulties (58 %), and not having licenses (45 %). The
study confirmed that income is positively correlated with educational
level and experience, while the income of street vendors is negatively
affected.

Keywords: Sudanese women, informal sector, Omdurman markets,
economic empowerment, challenge facing working women, social
protection, development policies.
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