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Islamic kingdoms in Sub-Saharan Africa
(Features of the Islamic Wadai kingdom 19th century CE)
Dr. Hanan Abdoalrahaman Abdullah Altijani
Abstract:
This study aimed to explore the Islamic Wadai Kingdom in Central
Sudan, encompassing present-day Chad, or the Lake Chad Basin region.
Its significance lies in its attempt to unravel the mysteries surrounding
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Wadai society within Chad, shedding light on its historical and cultural
aspects through its social, economic, cultural, and legal systems.
Methodology: The study employed a descriptive historical approach,
relying on primary sources and references. This approach enabled the
study to arrive at several conclusions and recommendations, including
the contribution of tribes to the establishment of Islamic kingdoms,
sultanates, and sheikhdoms in Central Sudan. These entities played a
vital role in disseminating Arab-Islamic culture, integrating the Arabic
language into their administrative systems, governance structures, and
transactions. This led to the development and preservation of Arab-
Islamic culture through Islamic educational institutions such as mosques
and Quranic schools, which were instrumental in its preservation. The
study recommended further research and studies to complete the
missing aspects in the history of the kingdoms in central Sudan, and
that the concerned party (the state) should stand by the researchers, help
them, and creates suitable conditions for them in the field of scientific
research. The study contained two axes: the first axis was the emergence
and establishment of the Wadai Kingdom, and the second axis was
the civilization and systems of government in the Wadai Sultanate.
The study included the two temporal and spatial axes (temporal: the
nineteenth century AD, and spatial: the Wadai Kingdom in Chad). The
study concluded that the kingdoms that were established around Lake
Chad were Islamic kingdoms, and that they were entered by the early
conquerors.
Keywords: Sub-Saharan, Wadai, Central Sudan
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