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The Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam: Opportunities and
Challenges
Dr. Mohamed Khalid Mohamed Abdalla
Abstract:

The study provided an insightful overview of dams, their various
classifications, and their critical importance for nations. It included a
detailed examination of Ethiopia’s Renaissance Dam (Millennium Dam),
emphasizing its capabilities, potential production capacities, and the
opportunities it offers. The primary objective was to evaluate the scope
of benefits derived from its construction and to analyze the anticipated
economic, social, political, and environmental impacts, alongside
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the projected advantages for the basin countries—Ethiopia, Sudan,
and Egypt. Employing an array of diverse research methodologies,
the study aimed to elucidate the distinct benefits and repercussions
for each basin nation. The hypothesis proposed that the construction
of the Renaissance Dam could serve as a solution to many regional
issues, contingent upon international consensus, active management,
benefit maximization, and adverse effect mitigation. Such cooperation
is essential to prevent the dam from morphing into a source of water
conflict that jeopardizes regional stability. The findings indicated that the
basin countries stand to benefit substantially from the dam’s realization,
particularly through the sustainable utilization of water resources.
Sudan, in particular, would gain numerous advantages, especially when
contrasted with the negative impacts experienced by Egypt. The study
culminated in several recommendations, most notably urging Sudan to
maximize the benefits arising from the dam’s existence. It is vital to
prevent any hostile actions that could threaten the dam’s safety and lead
to its collapse, as the primary risk resides within Sudan. Furthermore,
Sudan should adopt an independent and strategic policy to preserve and
strengthen relations with Ethiopia, thereby enhancing opportunities and
effectively addressing potential challenges.

Keywords: Dam— Water Dispute — Opportunities — Challenges — Emerging
Interests
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