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The Role of Sahih Muslim in Constructing the Historical
Narrative of the Prophet’s Biography
Dr. Khadiga Khairy Abdalkareem Khairy
Abstract:

This study investigates the pivotal role of Hadith literature in
shaping the historical narrative of the Prophet Muhammad’s biography,
focusing specifically on the contributions of Imam Muslim’s Sahih
Muslim. The central research question addresses the sufficiency of this
Hadith collection as a sole source for recounting the historical events
of the Prophet’s life. Employing a critical historical methodology, the
research traces and analyzes events within their religious and historical
contexts, comparing Imam Muslim’s narrations with other sources and
relating the findings to both religious and historical dimensions.The
study concludes that Hadith compilations, primarily Sahih Muslim, have
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played a crucial role in preserving the Prophet’s Hadith from falsification
and distortion, distinguishing authentic narrations from weak or fabricated
ones. Furthermore, the study demonstrates that Sahih Muslim, as a leading
Hadith source, serves as a fundamental pillar in the study of the Prophet’s
Biography. It contains numerous texts documenting the Prophet’s sayings,
actions, and pronouncements, providing rich material for understanding the
Sirah within its legal and historical framework. However, the study also
highlights the methodological deficiency of relying solely on Sahih Muslim.
The nature of Hadith compilations, which prioritize the authentication
of legal rulings over the detailed recording of events, necessitates a
comprehensive approach integrating Sahih Muslim with other sources.
Therefore, the study emphasizes the importance of interdisciplinary
knowledge integration between Sahih Muslim and other historical sources.
Keywords: Sahih Muslim, Prophetic Hadith, Historical Narrative, Prophet’s
Biography.
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