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The Archaeological and Historical presence of the Red Brick
Craft in the eastern Al-Jeraif area.
Dr. Asaad Abd Elrahman Awadallah Abd Elrahman
Abstract:

The paper sheds light on the history of the red brick craft in the
Jeraif East area and in Sudan in general, and shows that this craft began
in Sudan during the Kerma civilization period at the site of the current
city of Kerma, west of what is known as Western Dafufa. This is the
first indication of the presence of red bricks along the Nile Valley with
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archaeological evidence available in the archaeological record, and it
may have begun before this date. The production of red bricks and their
use in construction continued after the Kerma civilization period during
successive historical periods until the Meroitic civilization period, and
to this day, when the real use and spread of red bricks and their use in
construction began during the Meroitic period. In this paper, we will
shed light on some of the archaeological sites and buildings dating back
to that period, in which red bricks were used in construction. This is
because the Meroitic civilization is one of the greatest Sudanese civili-
zations and extends along the Nile Valley, including sites within the
Al- Jeraif East area and the surrounding areas. Archaeological evidence
shows the use of bricks in these sites in the area, and traces the archae-
ological and historical presence of this craft across the different histori-
cal periods in the history of ancient Sudan through the archaeological
evidence available in the Al- Jeraif area, in which we find the oldest
evidence dating back to the Meroitic civilization period, followed by
the Christian period and then the Funj state period. Through these peri-
ods, we find remains of red bricks in the Meroitic and Christian ceme-
teries and in the domes of saints and righteous people in the Funj peri-
od. This craft also continued during the period of Turkish rule in Sudan
and during the period of British-Egyptian colonialism, where a number
of government institutions were built with it, such as the Republican
Palace, the University of Khartoum, and river transport.
Keywords: Red brick - East Jeraif - Kerma - Meroe - Funj.
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