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A preliminary approach to the problematic of Zarih the Kushite
Dr.Khalid Mohamed Farah
Abstract:

This article seeks to propose an initial approach to a very mysteri-
ous ancient Sudanese (Kushite) character, the character of “Zareh the
Kushite “, mentioned in the Book of Chronicles 2, in the Old Testament
of the Bible. Through this article, the researcher tries to scrutinise the
identity of Zareh the Kushite , and also tries to discuss the historicity of
his existence, through a number of relevant available data and evidence,
as well as trying to put this character in its appropriate historical con-
text, through the events narrated in that book of the Old Testament of
the Holy Bible related to this particular character, in addition to some
circumstantial evidence provided by the records of the general secular
history, related to the countries of Kush, Egypt, or the Kingdom of the
Hebrews in the country of Kanaan, around the ninth century BC. The
article departs from the researcher’s hypothesis or conviction that the
books of the Bible should be adopted in earnest, as one of the sources
of the ancient history of Sudan, as they have already included some
quite unique and remarkable historical information related to the coun-
try of “Kush”, such as the reference in the book of Kings 2, for exam-
ple, to “Tirhaqa the King of Kush”, who led an army with which he
faught in defence of the Hebrews against the Assyrians, since he was a
prince in the late eighth century BC, and his military activity continued
there after he became king over the entire Nile Valley, until his forces
were finally defeated by the Assyrians, and was therefore, forced to
withdraw from Egypt itself, so as to retreat back to Napata his capital
in Northern Sudan. This information is indeed confirmed and corrobo-
rated by the contemporary sources of the secular history of Assyria and
Pharaonic Egypt, during the era of the twenty-fifth dynasty, known as
the Kushite dynasty. Based on this, the article argues within the same
context that, “Zareh the Kushite” might have been a former Kushite
prince or probably a king, who might have appeared and conducted
some military activities in the Levant, some two centuries before the
advent of the adventure of king Taharqa in the same region. The article
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follows the historical, inductive and analytical approach of the informa-
tion and references available about Zareh the Kushite and his time, and
also relies on the evidence of general indications, common sense and
circumstantial evidence.
Keywords: Zareh the Kushite, the Old Testament, 2 Chronicles, Phar-
aoh Osorkon, the Libyan dynasties, the Kushite dynasty, the Abyssinian
chronicles.
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