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Ajyad Fortress in Makkah
(History and Landmarks)
A.Ahoud Ayed Al-thuwaibi
Abstract:

This study aims to shed light on the historical Ajyad Fortress
in Makkah, as one of the most significant architectural and military
landmarks associated with the history of the Holy Mosque. The
importance of this research lies in addressing a unique architectural
monument that formed an integral part of the defensive system of the
holy city, while also reflecting political, military, and social dimensions
across different stages of Makkah’s history. The study adopts the
historical-analytical method through collecting historical accounts,
geographical texts, and relevant documentary sources, in addition
to conducting a critical comparison between traditional sources and
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modern studies. The research has reached several findings, the most
prominent of which is that the fortress was not merely a military
stronghold, but also symbolized the authority of the Ottoman state
in the Hijaz, contributing to the protection of the Holy Mosque from
external threats. Furthermore, it stood as a testament to the Ottoman
military architectural style in the region. The results also revealed
that the demolition of the fortress at the beginning of the twenty-first
century sparked wide debate among scholars and historians regarding
the dilemma of preserving architectural heritage versus the demands
of modern urban expansion. In this context, the study highlights the
urgent need to strengthen research efforts aimed at documenting and
safeguarding the remaining historical landmarks in Makkah, in order
to preserve the memory of place for future generations and achieve a
balance between urban development and the preservation of the city’s
historical identity.
Keywords: Ajyad Fortress,Makkah,Military Architecture,Urban Heritage,Ottoman
History
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