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The Transitional Capitals of Islamic States and Their Political and

Civilizational Influence

(A Case Study of the Andalusian city Al-Zahira)
Dr.Hamid Ibrahim Elehadid
Abstract:

This study examines the topic of transitional capitals in Islam and
their political and civilizational impact, taking the city of al-Zahira in
al-Andalus as a case study. It aims to highlight the role these capitals
played as political instruments for reshaping centers of power within the
Islamic state, in addition to their contribution to stimulating urban and
cultural development. The study adopts a historical-analytical approach
by tracing the emergence and evolution of these capitals and analyzing
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the political contexts that led to their establishment. The study reaches
several key findings, most notably that the establishment of the city of
al-Zahira by Muhammad ibn Abi Amir represented a significant shift in
the structure of power in al-Andalus, as the actual center of influence
moved away from the Umayyad Caliphate in Cordoba, reflecting the
nature of political conflict during that period. The findings also show
that transitional capitals were not merely temporary seats of governance,
but contributed to showcasing urban advancement and administrative
organization, competing with major cities such as Medina Azahara. The
study concludes that these capitals played a dual role: they supported
political power and cultural prosperity in the short term, but contributed
to weakening political stability in the long term due to their association
with specific ruling figures and transitional circumstances. The study
recommends expanding research on transitional capitals in Islamic
history using modern methodologies that combine historical analysis
with urban studies to achieve a deeper understanding of their political
and civilizational functions.
Keywords: Cities, Al-Mansur , Al-Andalus, Islam, Al-Zahira
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