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The Metemma Incident (1897) Khalifa Abdullah’s Vision and His
(OpponentsA Historical-Analytical Study)
Dr. Muhand Faroug Mohammed Ahmed
Abstract
This study analyzes the Metemma Incident of 1897 as a case
illustrating the conflict between the logic of the state and the logic of
tribal opposition during the rule of Khalifa Abdallah al-Ta’aishi. The
research is significant as it highlights the structural roots of tension
between the Mahdist state’s center and tribal peripheries, shedding
light on the internal dynamics that weakened state cohesion.The main
problem addressed is whether the conflict between the Khalifa and
the Ja’aliyyin leaders stemmed from excessive centralization or from
traditional tribal resistance to political domination. The study employs
a historical-analytical comparative method.Findings indicate that
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the Metemma conflict was not merely a military confrontation but a
manifestation of the Mahdist state’s inability to balance centralized
authority with entrenched tribal structures. The Khalifa’s reliance on
coercive power without integrating local leadership eroded loyalty and
legitimacy. The study concludes that understanding this incident offers
valuable insights into state formation in Sudan, emphasizing the need
to harmonize central governance with local sociopolitical realities to
achieve enduring stability and legitimacy.
Keywords:Metemma Incident-Khalifa Abdallah al-Ta’aishi-Mahdist
State-Logic of the State and Dissent-Tribal Relations in Sudan
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