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The Restriction of Permissible Acts (Taqyid al-Mubah) among the
Jurisprudents and its Impact in Blocking the Means (Sadd al-Dhara’i)
(A Comparative Applied Study)

Dr. Sumayyah Al-Taher Mohammed Al-Qadi
Abstract:

This research addresses a fundamental jurisprudential issue
that links two principal doctrines in Islamic law: the concept of the
Permissible (al-Mubah) and the Blocking of the Means (Sadd al-
Dhara’1’). The significance of this study lies in its treatment of a nuanced
issue within Islamic jurisprudence and legal theory, which concerns
balancing the divine law’s permissiveness with its restrictions—
essentially, the opening and closing of legal avenues. The study seeks
to methodologically establish the theoretical foundations of this issue
and connect it to contemporary applications in the fields of emerging
issues (nawazil), governance within the bounds of Sharia (al-siyasah
al-shar’iyyah), and transactions.In Islamic jurisprudence, a “Mubah”
(Permissible) act is one for which there is a textual evidence from the
Lawgiver indicating a communicative address that grants a choice
between performing or omitting the act without blame. The research
problem is defined by the following question: What is the effect of
restricting a Mubah act in accordance with legislative purposes? This
research defines “the restriction of the permissible” as imposing a
limitation on an act that was originally permissible (Mubah), thereby
curtailing its unrestricted nature by binding it to a condition, attribute,
time, place, or manner. Consequently, its legal ruling may transition
from absolute permissibility to another ruling (e.g., prohibition), or it
may remain permissible but with a restriction for a recognized benefit
(maslahah). As for a “Means” (Dhariah), it is something initially neutral
but used as a pathway to an evil or harm; it is often defined as “that which
1s established as a permissible means but is employed as a pathway to a
corruption.” The Blocking of the Means is among the most significant
principles within Sharia governance for reforming the affairs of the
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Muslim community. If a governing authority observes that people are
using a permissible act as a means to corruption, or if due to changing
circumstances it leads to a predominant evil outweighing its benefit, then
the authority has the right to prohibit it and block its avenue. The study
concluded with several findings and recommendations, notably that the
restriction of a permissible act is only legitimate with valid, explicit
Sharia evidence that achieves a preponderant benefit or prevents a certain
harm. The principle of Blocking the Means is a foundational legal proof
based on preventing whatever leads to prohibitions, even if the means
itself'is originally permissible, serving to protect the objectives of Sharia
(magqasid) and public order. The research also emphasized the necessity
of maintaining a balance between the principles of Permissibility and
Blocking the Means, avoiding extremism in applying either. Excessive
leniency in applying Blocking the Means opens doors to corruption,
while excessive strictness unduly restricts what Allah and His Messenger
have made wide and imposes hardship on people.
Keywords: Restriction - The Permissible (al-Mubah) - Blocking the
Means (Sadd al-Dhara’i’) - Islamic Jurisprudence (Figh) - Legal Theory
(Usul al-Figh)
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