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Countering Media Disinformation Strategies in Virtual Communi-
ties: Perspectives from a Sample of Sudanese Virtual Community
Members.
Dr. Mohannad Ali Mohammed Nur
Abstract:

The convergence of communication technologies with informa-
tion technologies has produced a modern communication pattern char-
acterized by interactivity, enabling for the first time the mass dissemi-
nation of user-generated content. Consequently, all requirements and
conditions restricting the right to communicate have dissolved, and
censorship constraints have vanished, making content control impossi-
ble. As a result, the virtual communities that emerged became platforms
for political participation, especially for groups previously deprived or
weakened in this arena. However, these platforms have also been uti-
lized for media disinformation, aiming to diminish or control their ef-
fective role in spreading democratic values and facilitating certain
forms of political practice.In the interactive communication environ-
ment, the concepts and values of the December 2018 Sudanese Revolu-
tion were formed and developed, with some of its methods of popular
resistance being innovated and disseminated through it. However, the
same environment was equally conducive to the circulation of content
opposing these concepts and values, aimed at misleading the partici-
pants.The research aims to identify the methods used in some Sudanese
virtual communities to combat media disinformation related to political
content that impedes or opposes democratic transformation. The central
research question is: What are the methods of combating media disin-
formation in Sudanese virtual communities? The study uses the de-
scriptive-analytical method and one of its primary tools (the question-
naire) as the main research instrument, targeting a systematic random
sample of members of Sudanese virtual communities. The main findings
of the research indicate a lack of interest among virtual community
members in developing and finding methods to protect themselves from
misleading content, particularly political content that hinders democrat-
ic transformation. The primary methods of combating media disinfor-
mation in Sudanese virtual communities are publication rules and con-
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ditions, which include prohibitions on publishing and addressing certain
aspects such as racism, sex, violent imagery, defamation, privacy viola-
tions, and attacks on beliefs. Other methods include correction, demand
for correction of misleading content, warning, and membership revoca-
tion.To avoid the risks and impacts of media disinformation that affect
various aspects of life, especially politics and democratic transforma-
tion, the paper’s key recommendations include: focusing on media lit-
eracy for virtual community members, and initiating discussions in Su-
danese virtual communities about ethical standards and control tools to
ensure conscious and safe interaction among members, free from the
risks of media disinformation.
Keywords: information literacy, democratic transformation, Virtual
Community
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