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The judge’s discretion in setting and adjusting procedural dates In
Saudi procedural regulations
(By applying the system of legal proceedings before the Board of
Grievances —the system of criminal procedures- the system of
commercial courts)
Dr. Fahd bin Muhammad bin Fahd Al-Qahtani
Abstract:

This research investigates an important topic relating to procedur-
al law, which is the authority of judges to set and schedule procedure
time length in trial courts under serval Saudi procedural laws. It identi-
fies the scope of this discretional authority, types, and requirements,
according to the inductive approach extrapolating the statutory texts
subject to the study, which are: (the law of civil proceedings - the law
of pleadings before the Board of Grievances - the law of criminal pro-
cedures - the law of commercial courts) to provide a comprehensive
conception relating to the scope of this discretional authority delegated
to judges to adjust proceeding dates. This research reached several con-
clusions, including the Saudi regulator has granted trial court a consid-
erable authority yet - both absolute and restricted - to fix dates for pro-
ceedings and deadlines to process cases, which mostly depends on
unusual circumstances. This research recommends that a competent
judge must not employ this powerful authority in conflict with statutory
provisions of laws, and it must be consistent with the purposes and ob-
jectives set by the legislator, considering the rights and circumstances
of the litigants, and appropriate to the type of procedure under this au-
thority, all while respecting the principle of complete access to justice
and speedy delivery of rights to those who deserve them.

Keywords: procedural dates, discretion authority, KSA procedural
laws, pleadings, competent judges.
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