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Desert Tourism and Strategies for Sustainable Development in
Northern Sudan: The West Dongola (EI-Ga’ab) Oases
A.Fatima Idris Mahmoud
Prof.Yahya Fadl Tahir

Abstract

The oases of West Dongola (El-Ga’ab) represent one of the most
promising desert environments in Northern Sudan, due to their rich
natural and cultural diversity, including freshwater springs, sand dunes,
natural oases, and the cultural heritage and nomadic lifestyle of the
Kababish tribe. Despite these unique features, the region remains far
from achieving effective utilisation of its tourism potential, particularly
given the rising global interest in desert tourism and sustainable tourism
as emerging economic sectors that can support local development.This
study aims to assess the potential of desert tourism in the El-Ga’ab
region, analyse its current status, identify key challenges hindering
its development, and propose strategic approaches to transform the
area into a sustainable tourism destination. The research adopts a
descriptive-analytical methodology, examining the region’s natural and
cultural characteristics and linking them to concepts of desert tourism
and sustainable development. It also draws on relevant literature
and comparative insights from successful regional and international
experiences. To enhance the field-based dimension, personal interviews
were conducted with members of the local community, providing
qualitative data on the current tourism situation, community awareness,
existing challenges, and prospects for development.Findings indicate
that E1-Ga’ab has substantial potential for creating an integrated tourism
product combining ecotourism, adventure tourism, and cultural tourism.
However, constraints such as inadequate infrastructure, legislative
shortcomings, limited services, and low levels of tourism awareness
impede progress. The study concludes that systematic investment in
infrastructure, updating the legal framework, empowering the local
community, and adopting sustainable tourism principles could transform
the El-Ga’ab oases into a distinctive desert tourism destination capable of
contributing to the national economy and supporting local development.

Keywords: Desert Tourism — EI-Ga’ab Oases — Northern Sudan —
Tourism Development — Sustainable Tourism
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Historical and archaeological insights into the mosque of the
companion Abdulla bin Al-Sarh in Dongola
Dr. Awad Shaba
Abstract:

This paper aims to shed light on the ongoing debate surrounding
the mosque mentioned in one of the clauses of the well-known Baqt
Agreement, which some historical narratives claim was located on
the outskirts of the city of Dongola. The study traces and critically
examines these historical accounts and compares them with the
results of archaeological research. It concludes that, to date, no
architectural features or archaeological remains have been identified
for the aforementioned mosque, which is referred to in some sources
as the Mosque of the Companion ‘Abd Allah ibn Abt al-Sarh.
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Hotels Using the SERVQUAL Model( A Field Study of Hotels in Port
Sudan)

Dr. Raga Yousif Abdel Rahman
A.Abdalaziz Mohamed Yousif
Abstract:

This study aimed to assess the quality of food and beverage
services in Sudanese hotels using the SERVQUAL model through a
field study conducted in hotels in the city of Port Sudan. The study
sought to evaluate the level of service quality as perceived by hotel
guests, identify the factors influencing guest satisfaction and loyalty,
examine strengths and weaknesses in service delivery, and propose
practical recommendations for quality improvement. A descriptive—
analytical research design was adopted due to its suitability for the
nature and objectives of the study. A quantitative approach was
employed using a structured questionnaire distributed to a sample of
hotel guests. The questionnaire was developed based on a five-point
Likert scale to measure the SERVQUAL dimensions—tangibles,
reliability, responsiveness, assurance, and empathy—alongside guest
satisfaction and loyalty. The findings indicated that the overall quality
of food and beverage services was perceived as high. In particular,
responsiveness, quality of staff interaction, and tangibles demonstrated
strong positive evaluations and showed statistically significant effects
on guest satisfaction and intention to revisit. Moreover, the results
revealed a positive and significant relationship between the SERVQUAL
dimensions and guest satisfaction, underscoring the importance of both
tangible and behavioral service attributes in enhancing the overall
hotel experience. Nonetheless, the study identified certain service gaps,
notably variations in the quahty of equipment and facilities among
some hotels, highlighting the need for greater consistency in service
Standards. The study recommends sustained investment in staff training
and development within food and beverage departments, continuous
improvement of cleanliness standards and the quality of equipment and
facilities, and the establishment of effective mechanisms for handling
guest feedback and complaints. Additionally, the adoption of the
SERVQUAL model as a regular evaluation tool is recommended to
enhance service quality, strengthen guest satisfaction and loyalty, and
improve the competitive position of Sudanese hotels.

Keywords: Service Quality, SERVQUAL Model, Guest Satisfaction,
Sudanese Hotels.
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The Symbolism of Pictorial Art among the Kings and Queens of
the Kingdom of Meroé

( A Case Study of the Sites of Naqa and Musawarat)
Dr.Osman Suliman Mohammed Ali
Dr.Mohammed khair Mohammed ALatta Ahamad
Abstract:

This study aims to analyze the symbolic meanings of pictorial
art among the kings and queens of the Kingdom of Meroé€ ,through a
case study of the sites of Taga and Musawarat .The research seeks to
understand the symbolic ,social ,and political messages conveyed by
the inscriptions ,statues ,and rock carvings at these sites .It highlights
the role of pictorial art in expressing royal authority and the religious
and spiritual identity of the kingdom ,as well as documenting social
relations and royal rituals that characterized the reigns of Meroitic
kings and queens.The study is significant because pictorial art serves
as a unique historical source that allows for a direct understanding
of Meroitic culture .It provides a window into governance practices,
religious traditions ,and social symbols that are not recorded in written
sources .Additionally ,the study contributes to enriching knowledge
of the ancient Nubian civilization and connecting it to its artistic
heritage ,thereby helping to document the kingdom*s cultural identity
and enhance understanding of its regional influence.The study relied
on a historical-analytical methodology .by collecting and analyzing
archaeological data from the sites of Taqa and Musawarat ,examining
inscriptions and symbolic images ,and interpreting them according to
their social ,political ,and religious context .Comparative analysis with
previous studies and historical sources was also conducted to validate
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and thoroughly analyze the findings. The results indicate that pictorial art
in the Kingdom of Meroé€ served as an effective means of demonstrating
royal authority and legitimacy ,with clear variations in symbolic styles
between kings and queens ,reflecting their different roles in political
and religious spheres .The study also showed that the sites of Taqa and
Musawarat contain inscriptions and statues with profound symbolic
meanings regarding religious rituals and social relations ,confirming the
central role of pictorial art in shaping the kingdom‘s cultural identity
and enhancing its status among neighboring civilizations

Keywords: King, Queen, Drawings, Sculpture, Painting
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The Al-Maqran Area in Atbara City, River Nile State

(A Vision for Development and Growth)
Dr. Alaa Emadeldin Mohamed

Abstract;

This study aims to present an integrated planning proposal for
the establishment of a tourist resort in the Al-Maqran area in the city
of Atbara, River Nile State, based on a comprehensive analysis of the
natural, geographical, and environmental potentials enjoyed by the area.
The importance of the study stems from the need to invest the available
local resources in a scientific manner that contributes to supporting
sustainable tourism development and enhancing the local economy.The
study adopted the descriptive-analytical approach through collecting
data and information related to the natural, climatic, and urban
characteristics of the site, in addition to using SWOT analysis to assess
the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and challenges associated
with the proposed location. The results showed that the Al-Maqran area
possesses distinguished natural potentials, represented in its unique river
location at the confluence of the Atbara River and the Nile River, which
provides attractive natural scenery, in addition to its easy accessibility
through the national road network, and the availability of a suitable
climate that encourages domestic tourism and recreation for extended
periods of the year.On the other hand, the study revealed the presence
of some challenges, most notably the weakness of organized tourism
investment, the lack of infrastructure and supporting services, and the
absence of specialized tourism planning in the area. Accordingly, the
study recommends adopting a sustainable tourism resort model that
takes environmental considerations into account and preserves natural
resources, while employing environmentally friendly building materials
and techniques and involving the local community in operation and
management processes, thereby contributing to the creation of direct
and indirect job opportunities and supporting balanced and sustainable
economic and social development in the region.

Keywords: Tourist resorts, sustainable tourism development, tourism planning,
SWOT analysis, Al-Magran area
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Cultural Tourism Sites in the Face of Climate Change
Risk Assessment and Protection Strategies
(An Analytical Applied Study of Sites in River Nile State — Sudan)
Dr. Hadia sid ahmed Mohammed Saeed
Abstract:
Environmental change has become one of the most critical
challenges affecting cultural tourism sites worldwide. In Sudan,
climate variability and environmental degradation have directly

and indirectly impacted the sustainability, accessibility, and
preservation of many cultural heritage sites. This paper examines
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the effects of environmental change—particularly temperature rise,
desertification, and flooding—on Sudan’s cultural tourism resources,
including archaeological sites, traditional architecture, and intangible
cultural practices. Through qualitative analysis and field observations,
the study identifies key areas most affected and explores adaptation
strategies employed by local communities and heritage authorities. The
findings reveal that urgent conservation measures, sustainable tourism
management, and integrated environmental policies are essential to
mitigate the adverse impacts of climate change and to ensure the long-
term protection of Sudan’s cultural heritage.
Keywords: Environmental change, cultural tourism, Sudan, heritage
conservation, climate impact.
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